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Introduction 


TA praise is due to Allah (4), Who has sent the prophets as 
bearers of glad tidings and as warners for mankind. He sent down the 
scriptures to them in truth in order to judge between the people in the 
matters wherein they differed. Those who disputed the scriptures 
after receiving it did so due to their transgressions among themselves 
concerning it, even after clear proofs had come unto them. Then 
Allah (4) guided the believers to the truth about that upon which 
they differed. 


I testify that there is none worthy of worship except Allah (4) 
and that Muhammad (3%), peace and blessings be upon him, is His 
slave and Messenger; sent by Allah (4) as the bearer of glad tidings 
and a warner to al- ‘Alameen (mankind, the jinn and all that exist). He 
is the illiterate Prophet (4¢) who was mentioned in the Torah and the 
Gospel and who they therefore recognised just as they recognised 
their own children. Their prophets gave glad tidings about him, their 
books described him, and the evidence of prophethood pointed to 
him. 


Muhammad (g) has become a target for Islam’s long- 
established adversaries and their armies of missionaries and 
orientalists who have aroused suspicions and propagated allegations 
against the Prophet of Islam and his Message. Their objective has 
always been to distort the image of the Prophet of Islam in the eyes of 
those who do not know him and consequently drive them away from 
studying Islam and contemplating it in a desperate attempt to lay 
obstacles in the path of Islam’s mission so as to impede its vital role 
in guiding humanity. 
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Many a Muslim scholar has written to defend the Prophet (3) 
since doing so is an honour and a duty for them. However, such 
efforts have been made either incidentally in answer to orientalists 
and missionaries, or in the course of speaking about the evidence of 
prophethood in Islam. Furthermore, most of the writings were done 
by non-specialists, although the nature of the topic requires the 
knowledge of a number of aspects of Islamic philosophy, the history 
of religions, and western thought. All this made the present study an 
obligation dictated by the imperious need to introduce Islam as the 
only cultural alternative that is capable of convincing today’s 
civilised man. 

No doubt, any attempt to introduce Islam before establishing 
the truth of the prophethood of its Messenger in face of skeptics and 
deniers would be virtually impossible. The Noble Qur’an has drawn 
our attention to the best method to follow. 


ag at & al a GY 6 Gr tee 
[oY :c hai] 44 


gWe will show them Our Signs in the universe, and in their 
own selves, until it becomes manifest to them that this [the 
Qur’an] is the truth...) (Our’an 41: 53) 


Allah (4) has linked the clarification of the truth to the 
establishment of its foundations and has even indicated that 
deduction through evidence surpasses mere clarification. We follow 
in this study a three-dimensional method that combines the refutation 
of allegations and suspicions against the prophethood of Muhammad 
(4) with the clarification of the truth about it and the establishment 
of its foundations with stark evidences from the Qur’an, reason, and 
the facts of modern science. 
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The preparation of this study took about ten years due to the 
importance and sensitivity of its subject. There were two phases of 
research which complemented one another. This study is part of the 
efforts aimed at correcting the misconceptions about Islam. These 
efforts resulted in a collection of papers written by a number of our 
intellectuals and published in a special bulletin entitled The Prophet 
of Islam; Between Reality and Allegations. Our book has become the 
reference on which such papers rely, because knowing that 
Muhammad (£) is truthful and proving the truth of his prophethood 
must necessarily precede any research into the contents of his 
message. 


This study has three sections 


1. This section’s objective is to reveal the meaning and nature of 
prophethood in Islam by defining its concept linguistically and also 
as an Islamic term. That concept, which combines the theory of 
communication and the ensuing knowledge thereafter, with divine 
bestowal, represents the only path to prophethood in Islam. 


This section comprises (the ranks of Prophets), in hierarchical 
order (from bottom to top): the Prophets followed by the Messengers, 
then the Messengers of firm resolve, and at the top of the ladder, the 
last of the Prophets and the best of the Messengers, Muhammad (3). 


It also explains the “Prophets’ infallibility,” as the moral 
perfection that protects them from sins and disobedience, and 
infallibility of conveyance, which means Allah’s protection of His 
Prophets and Messengers from forgetfulness and aberration. The 
purpose of that is to enable them to achieve their mission in the most 
perfect way, and this is exclusive to Islam. 


This section concludes with the proof that Muhammad (3%) is the seal 
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(end) of prophethood, and states how compatible his prophethood is 
with the requirements of sense, legislation and consensus. It also 
reveals that Muhammad’s claim that he was the last of the Prophets is 
the only such claim in the history of religion uttered by its claimant 
and recorded in his Book without ambiguity. This fact made it easy to 
avoid the problem of false Prophets that was common to other 
religions. 


2. This section examines the allegations that have been levelled 
against the Prophethood of Muhammad (%¢) and the authenticity of 
his call. There are six known allegations that we have proven 
incorrect. 


The first allegation is that the ordinances of Moses and Jesus 
were perfect and eternal. This is refuted by the fact that the Christians 
and Jews were waiting for a Prophet whose ordinance they had to 
follow and obey. 


The second states that there was no necessity for a last 
message. This is refuted by the fact that the message of the Prophet 
Muhammad (3%) encompasses all the tasks and values brought forth 
by former messengers and adds to them that which they lacked. 


The third states that there are no prophecies about Muhammad 
(38%) in the former Books. This is refuted by the fact that the former 
Books contain specific descriptions of the Prophet Muhammad (3), 
his nation and his message. 


The fourth claims that he had no supporting miracles. This is 
negated by Muhammad’s (3%) spectacular miracles that were 
witnessed by scores of his companions. 


The fifth asserts that he was sent only for the Arabs. This is 
disproved by Prophet Muhammad’s declaration that he is sent to 
mankind and the jinn. Furthermore, there are many supporting 
evidences that Islam is a universal Message. 
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The sixth claims that Islam is a Christian heresy. This 1s 
disproved by the authenticity of Islam which makes Muhammad (2) 
the founder of a true religion. 


3. This section establishes the evidence about Muhaminad’s 
prophethood through scientific proofs and clear signs, which is the 
best way to refute any allegation. The undoubted result of such a 
method will make it certain that Muhammad (3%) is truthful and that 
his Message is authentic. This requires dividing the claims of 
prophethood into four categories. 


3.a. The Noble Qur’an confirms the prophethood of Muhammad (2) 
as a whole and in detail and includes the different aspects of its 
scientific miraculous nature. 


3.b. The miracles are evidence of prophethood and have three 
categories; miracles of knowledge, miracles of capability, and 
miracles of self-reliance. 


3.c. The prophecies of other prophets are important in refuting the 
allegations and misconceptions, because the people of the book 
admit that their Holy Books, which contain these prophecies, are 
divine Books sent by Allah (4). 

3.d. The Prophet’s biography reveals, and his morals show that his 


honesty and truthfulness was known to friend and foe, a fact has been 
supported by testimonies of modern historians. 


In conclusion, I invoke Allah (4) to accept my efforts in this 
investigation to be for His sake and to make me successful in 
defending our Prophet (8). Allah (4) is the One Who guides to the 
right path. 


Dr. ‘Abdur-Radhi Muhammad ‘Abdul-Mohsen 


Section Ones 


Prophethood in Islam 


Prophethood in Islam 


ay Islam the belief in Messengers is one of the articles of 
faith. Allah (4) says: 
Sf fA $s E s ogi? PEA on Z 4 wy A poy SA 
ah Sale E Simidi an of atl dal Gy dees Sele 
Pd a or Ae <A r r 7 IAF 
NS S ot OT BBY atts S aK 


Za ee Fo CRA 
[ao a QOD) di yy s Sie aah 


The Messenger [Muhammad] believes in what has been 
sent down to him from his Lord, and [so do] the believers. 
Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and His 
Messengers. [They say], “We make no distinction between 
one and another of His Messengers” — and they say, “We 
hear, and we obey. [We seek], Your Forgiveness, our Lord, 
and to You is the return [of all].”} (Qur’an 2:285) 


It is narrated that Jibreel (Gabriel) came to the Prophet (38%) in 
the shape of a man and asked him about Islam and faith. The Prophet 
(#4) answered: “Faith is to believe in Allah, His Angels, His Books, 
His Messengers, the Day of Resurrection and Preordainment 
(whether good or bad).”” (Saheeh Bukhari and Saheeh Muslim, the 
Book of Faith) 


Therefore, whoever denies prophethood denies Islam as a 
whole, because the Islamic religion is based on revelation and 
prophethood. These two elements are the sources of Islam and by the 
miracles contained therein it spread and conquered people’s hearts. 
Its teachings and its pillars were established upon them. This is stated 
in the following Qur’anic verse: 
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gal f te Fens) Sl O22 AAS, ; Apes LA oll pe 
[YY 2a 31] gde 


dIt is He Who has sent His Messenger [Muhammad] with 
guidance and the religion of truth [Islam], that He may make 
it [Islam] superior to all religions...) (Qur'an 48:28) 


Whoever does not believe in the prophets and prophethood has 
lost all and gone astray. Allah (3%) says: 


fe SS A AG 35 SG KS il AS OX 
DVN se] reves Sis 


d... And whosoever disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His 
Books, His Messengers and the Last Day, then indeed he 
has strayed far away. (Qur’an 4:136) 


Allah (4) has sent the Messengers and Prophets as bearers of 
glad tidings about Allah’s Bliss for those who obey Him and as 
warner’s against His torment for those who disobey and disbelieve in 


Allah (4%). He (4) says: 


SE CUA LS ais Ags Gi aes 
Hie aati 33055 5 o BE a i 
53S VA gahs ose ie pry sage Aah K 

OCS Se LN DME HG 


[\10-\ 1° el] 
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<Verily, We have sent the revelation to you [O° Muhammad] 
as We sent the revelation to Noah and the Prophets after 
him; We [also] sent the revelation to Abraham, Ishmael, 
Isaac, Job, Jonah, Aaron and Solomon; and to David We 
gave Zaboor [Psalms]. And Messengers We have 
mentioned to you before, and Messengers We have not 
mentioned to you and to [Moses] Allah spoke directly. 
Messengers came as bearers of good news as well as of 
warning in order that mankind should have no plea against 
Allah after the [coming of] Messengers. And Allah is Ever 
All-Powerful, All-Wise.> (Qur’an 4:163-165) 


Allah (4) will not excuse anyone because He has sent His 
Messengers with Books and wisdom, supported by clear signs and 
proofs that confirmed that they were truthful. Allah (4%) says: 


A; Gat dl a eee IG Sail O KA GM, Se Ja jiy 
ai ro oily ee a áki A A Giz Spee tt “al eye 


“4 r 


ty Le die ds O Gs saat fp cs a A ELi 


pee eter 4B 5 the Daal, Lg 


«Say [O° Muhammad], “Shall We tell you the greatest losers 
in respect of [their] deeds?” [Those whose efforts have been 
wasted in this life while they thought that they were 
acquiring good by their deeds] “They are those who deny 
the Aydt [proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.] of their Lord and the Meeting with Him [in 
the Hereafter]. So their works are in vain, and on the Day 
of Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them. “That 
shall be their recompense, Hell; because they disbelieved 
and took My Aydt [proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.] and My Messengers by way of jest and 
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mockery.” Y (Qur'an 18:103-106) 


The issue of prophethood in Islam was very obvious and 
simple and therefore did not face the same problem faced by Judaism 
and Christianity. In this section, we will look at the following four 
areas of research. 


1. Definition of Prophethood 
2. Ranks of Prophethood 

3. Infallibility of Prophets 

4. The End of the Prophethood 


1. The Definition of Prophethood 
= F 2 op A È rr 
[EA : p] $5375 6,22 Y aaa LG Gop 


€And We send not the Messengers but as givers of glad 
tidings and as Warners...) (Qur’an 6:48) 


1.1. The literal meaning of prophethood 


The Arabic word for Prophet (Nabi) has two possible 
meanings according to the roots of the word. 


1. It means the one who conveys the knowledge and information 
shown to him by Allah (4). 


2. It also means the one who is of noble and eminent rank and status. 
So this meaning implies the one who 1s above ordinary people and 
who has a high status that was bestowed on him by Allah. 


Ibn Taymiyah was quite certain in his study on this issue that the 
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word is derived from the Arabic verb Nabba’a which means “to tell” 
and to particularly tell about the unseen. In the following verses, the 
verbs “inform,” “tell,” and the noun “news” are the English 
translation of the verb Nabba’a and the noun Naba’. 


ao 
ee 


: 7 bs + vAr 
[£4 oe dI Ghat 3 a Us OEE, Key 


d... And I inform you of what you eat, and what you store in 


your houses...} (Qur’an 3:49) 
4 ac thy “404 oer 227 “4+ G7 
62551 211 GE IE lie SEI CAG gy LEG Cp 


¢... Then when he told her [Hafsah] thereof, she said, “Who 
told you this?” He said, “The All-Knower, the All-Aware 
[Allah] has told me.” (Qur'an 66:3) 


© AF 84g | 4, m.f € tł% wae te pe ete: E O A 
3) SI aT i dE h abel CE et a E 6p 

zo obrys T AA cn A CAS aa E A R 
46 64S ES Gs yas G Lely ue 1) SSN Ce el 
[YY : 3] 


“O° Adam! Inform them of their names,” and when he had 
informed them of their names, He said, “Did I not tell you 
that I know the Ghayb [unseen] in the heavens and the earth, 
and I know what you reveal and what you have been 
concealing?” (Qur'an 2:33) 


IAN RA ` 2 Za VAIS ave vo" Ea VON ok merar se 
4 Ogle aa DP CM CO) abl Col ge GC) ose ce 
[Y-i i e] 


What are they asking [one another] about?...about the great 
news, about which they are in disagreement. 
(Qur'an 78:1-3) 
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td Or f L ? 
[1A a] OA O Ass th a Sip 
«Say, “That [this Qur’an] is a great news.” From which you 


turn away!) (Qur’an 38:67-68) 
[VEY sole] ERA por of he GS 


aos r 


d... Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful.} 
(Qur'an 6:143) 


The word “prophet” is used for one who tells and informs about the 
unseen and in particular for Messengers and those who receive the 
divine revelation. 


1.2. The ‘Prophethood’ as an Islamic term 


The Muslim theologians have given various definitions to the 
word “prophethood” according to their perspective and the method 
in which each group treated the concept of prophethood in Islam. The 
Mu‘tazilah' adopted the word as a term meaning eminence and high 
rank, but also as a particular merit bestowed by Allah (4) on some 
of His slaves. The Asha‘irah” defined a “prophet” as “an informer 
about the unseen.” Ibn Khaldoon observed in his definition the 
aspect of communication between a prophet and those honoured in 
heaven. He believed that in prophethood there is truth that is totally 


! The Mutazilite is an Islamic sect that arose at the end of the Ummayad 
(Amavi) Age and flourished in the Abbasid Age, and has depended on the bare 
mind in the understanding of the Islamic doctrine being affected with foreign 
philosophies that led to their deviation from mainstream dogma. 

2 The Ash‘ari: an Islamic verbal group, attributed to Abul Hassan al-Ash‘ari 
who rebelled against the Mutazilite.The Ash‘ari have taken the path of using 
evidence and mental and verbal indications as means of debating their 
opponents from the Mutazilite and the philosophers among others, in the 
confirmation of the truths of religion and the Islamic doctrine. 
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_ free of lies. It is communication between the Prophet and the 
dignified heavenly beings without any other external factor or any 
assisting means. 


The majority of the scholars of the Sunnah (traditions of the 
Prophet) had a deeper understanding of the two aspects of 
prophethood; the theory of communication and the knowledge 
acquired from that communication between the prophet and the 
divine source. As regards to the theory of communication, they 
include this aspect in their definitions. Ibn Hazm said, “Prophethood 
is derived from ‘informing’. Whomever is informed by Allah (4%) 
about a matter before it exists or one to whom is revealed any issue 
from the unseen, is a Prophet.” Here Ibn Hazm observes the vertical 
dimension of the theory of communication (from Allah to man). 


On the other hand, Ibn Taymiyah confirms 1n his definition the 
two dimensions: the vertical (from Allah to man) and the horizontal 
(from the Prophet to the people). He said, “The Prophet is the one 
informed by Allah and who informs the people of what he has been 
informed.” He added, “The Prophets are informed by Allah of His 
commands, prohibitions and other knowledge, and they tell the 
believers about all the commands, prohibitions and knowledge they 
receive from Allah.” 


With regard to the knowledge obtained through prophethood, 
it is considered by the followers of the Sunnah to be of the three 
methods of obtaining knowledge: intelligence, the senses, and the 
combination of the two thereof, like information. Some matters can 
only be known through receiving information. Ibn Taymiyah said, 
“The prophethood includes information because the Prophet tells 
about the unseen. There is no proof that all that was told through the 
Prophets could be discovered without their informing the people, and 
it is not true that all that was told by the Prophets could be known to 
others who had not been informed by the Prophets. Therefore the 
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nation with the best knowledge is the one who adheres to these three 
methods; the more it neglects these methods, the less knowledgeable 
it becomes.” 


For the followers of the Sunnah, the method of receiving 
prophetic knowledge is distinguished from all other types of 
knowledge. If we consider inspiration to be revelation, then 
prophethood is reasonable deduction. If an illusion is an assumption, 
then prophethood is certainty. Also if the source of divinations was 
information stolen from the heavens by eavesdropping demons, that 
ended with the advent of the Prophet Muhammad (2). Then 
prophethood is a lawful and secure communication. If fortune-telling 
is guesswork, then prophethood is an exact science, and if a fantasy is 
a probability, then prophethood is the truth. 


Confirming these concepts, Ibn Hazm said, “The prophethood 
is not an inspiration that becomes the nature of things as mentioned in 
the following verse. Allah (4%) says: 


[VA : pall] 4521 Í i aap 
€And your Lord inspired the bees...) (Qur’an 16:68) 


Also it is not an illusion or divination that is learned from demons 
who eavesdrop on the heavens. Almighty Allah says: 


DA Sill SS ps I HEN od inl al abe 
[VAY cpl] $35 
€... Shaydteen [Devils] among mankind and jinn, inspiring 
one another with adorned speech as a delusion [or by way of 


deception]...} (Qur’an 6:112) 


It is neither fortune telling, which is a form of experimentation and an 
acquired skill nor a dream that no one knows whether it will come 
true or not. 
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The Revelation, which is prophethood, is a deliberate act from Allah 
(4%), to inform the concerned person about a truth that is different 
from all the afore-mentioned forms. Allah (4%), informs the person 
who receives the Revelation that what he receives is the truth. The 
concerned person becomes aware of that by his consciousness and 
senses, without a doubt, through the Angel that was sent to him, or 
directly instilled in him without any intermediary.” 


In defining prophethood, Muslim theologians mention an 
important aspect of prophethood: The means to become a Prophet. 
The Muslim community is unanimous that prophethood is a bestowal 
from Allah (4) who chooses Messengers from the angels and from 
mankind. 


Ibn Khaldoon says: “The Almighty Allah has chosen from 
mankind some people to address with a message. He made them 
naturally disposed to know Him, and made them intermediaries 
between Him and His slaves. They explain what is good for them and 
inspire them with guidance in order to be protected from the Hellfire. 
The Prophets show the people miracles and signs and tell them about 
matters from the unseen that are impossible to know without the 
Prophets, and that are impossible for the Prophets to know without 
the knowledge bestowed on them by Allah. The Prophet Muhammad 
(£) said: ‘I know nothing except what Allah has taught me.’”’ 


Some of the Mu‘tazilah sect say that prophethood is a 
recompense for deeds, but al-Jiba’i confirms that it is a bestowal from 
Allah (4) to those whom He chooses. 


The Mu‘tazilah also consider prophethood as a mercy from 
Allah, because sending a Prophet is beneficial for both mankind and 
the universe. This mercy is a necessity because Allah does only what 
is good for His slaves. By this definition the Mu‘tazilah are not 
excluded from those who believe that prophethood is a bestowal 
from Allah, the Exalted, the Almighty. 
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The Asha‘irah say that: “Prophethood does not emanate from 
the Prophet’s merits, and it is not a privilege acquired by his deeds or 
his knowledge about his Lord or his prophethood. All such matters 
are usually proven before prophethood. To be aware of prophethood 
is different from being a Prophet.” Prophethood is a bestowal from 
Allah (4%) and a grace to His slave: 


de wee 9 Re 2 04 GER 
[VV i eal] here & TE o & 5 ail S 
g... But Allah bestows His Grace to whom He wills of His 
slaves...} (Qur’an 14:11) 


The followers of Sunnah consider prophethood a mercy from 
Allah to His slaves. The explainer of Zahhdwiyah (doctrine) says: 
“Sending Messengers is one of Allah’s greatest graces upon 
mankind, particularly in sending Prophet Muhammad (#¢).” Allah 


(38) says: 
WE etl Ss f5 yd EA G iili G ii & Alp 

cs IB of Really, CEST A485 peas Si aele 
nL T EN. 2 ga ot Aes 

[VIE ol i] sO ond J WSS 
<Indeed Allah conferred a great favour on the believers 
when He sent among them a Messenger [Muhammad] from 
among themselves, reciting unto them His Verses [the 
Qur’an], and purifying them [from sins by their following 
him], and instructing them [in] the Book [the Qur’an] and 
al-Hikmah [The wisdom and the Sunnah of the Prophet (i.e. 
his legal ways, statements, acts of worship)], while before 


that they had been in manifest error. (Qur’an 3:164) 
EN S A 4 Eror A A Pee home 
[ey seks) sA Gel i X| GL Gs 


€And We have sent you [O° Muhammad] not but as a mercy 
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for the al-‘Alameen [mankind, jinn and all that exists]. 
(Qur’an 21:107) 


The followers of Sunnah deny the existence of preconditions 
for this divine bestowal, Ibn Hazm says: “Prophethood is possible, 
and it is the sending forth of people chosen by Allah (3%) only 
because that was His Will. He bestowed on them knowledge with 
neither learning nor passing through the stages of acquiring it.” 


But they assert that the Prophet has a special force in him that 
distinguishes him from ordinary people, Allah (4) says: 
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And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. 
And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would 
have broken away from about you...) (Qur'an 3:159) 


They also assert that he has virtues, and whomsoever Allah 
singles out and bestows these virtues upon He has great good planned 
for him, as Khadeejah said to the Prophet (#) when Revelation came 
to him for the first time: “I swear by Allah (4%), Allah will never let 
you down. You visit your kith and kin, you tell the truth, you help the 
weak and the poor, you are generous to your guest, and you stand by 
the truth.” Her sense led her to deduce that since Allah has bestowed 
on him such merits and noble attributes, He will not let him down but 
honour and glorify him. 


These noble merits and personal characteristics are not the 
reason for becoming a Prophet, because the most essential aspect is to 
be chosen by Allah for that. Allah’s Will is the only determinant, and 
He knows that Prophet, the Revelation He sends to him and the 
miracles He bestows on him. 


28 Muhammad ï Prophethood, Reality or Myth 


There are some sects that believe that prophethood is acquired 
and is not a bestowal from Allah. Such sects are: some of the 
philosophers, Qaramitah, Batiniyah, Isma‘eeliyah and some of the 
extremist Shi‘ites. They believe that prophethood can be attained by 
three characteristics: 


First: A divine force of foreknowledge that the Prophet can acquire 
easily. He can realise the average level of knowledge without the 
efforts required by others for the same purpose. In other words: he is 
more intelligent than the others. 


Second: The power of imagination: The Prophet (3%) imagines 
things, then he hears and sees them. According to them he sees 
luminous images that are Allah’s angels and hears voices that are 
Allah’s speech, like dreams that come true. 


They say that what the Prophets have said about Divinity and 
the Last Day is imagined and not accurate descriptions of what truly 
exist. 


Third: Psychological power that enables the Prophet to have 
influence on the world of material, as the ill wisher influences the 
envied person. They believe that signs and miracles are of this type. 


The theory of prophethood in philosophy, was transmitted by 
Abu Hamid al-Ghazali to the Sufi philosophers like Ibn ‘Arabi, al- 
Hallaj, as-Saharwardi, Ibn Qassy, Ibn Sab‘een and others. Ibn 
Taymiyah says: “Al-Ghazali’s speech was the means through which 
the philosophical ideologies were transmitted to the Sufi 
philosophers, and that was the base on which Ibn ‘Arabi 
constructed his idea about the last of Auliyad’ (pious persons) who 
take knowledge from the same source where from the Angel receives 
Revelation to convey to the Prophet. 


Dr. ‘Abdul Hameed Madkoor explains the uniformity in the 
theory of prophethood of philosophers and Sufis like Ibn ‘Arabi. He 
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says: “Ibn ‘Arabi says that the phenomenon of influencing things has 
its origin in a psychological power called by some of the Sufis 
‘resolution’ and by others ‘tmeness.” Man has two kinds of 
resolutions one is natural and the other is acquired. This resolution 
enables man to act freely in the world. Some of the Sufis who have 
this merit can kill whom they like to kill. It is like envy in which 
imagination is powerful.” 


Sufis were influenced in this by philosophers like al-Farabi 
and Avicenna. Farabi says that the influence of the divine soul can go 
beyond its body to the universe and its contents. Avicenna also says 
that the effect of psychological power is not limited to its body, and 
that it can have a great effect on the universe that may result in 
clouds, winds, thunders, earthquakes and springs of water. 


Therefore, close examination proves that the viewpoints of 
philosophers and Sufis, which seem to be different, are so uniform 
that it is difficult to distinguish one from the other. 


A branch of this philosophical theory prefers the philosopher 
and the Wali (saint, pious person) to the Prophet, and prefers the last 
of the Auliyd’ (saints) to the last of the Prophets. 


Another branch believes that prophethood has not ended. As- 
Saharwardi alleged that he would not die before he was commanded 
by Allah to warn the people. And Ibn Sab‘een said that Ibn Aminah 
[Muhammad (3¢)] has transgressed when he said, “There will be no 
Prophet after me.” 


This theory that contradicts the reality of prophethood in 
Islam, and which is a violation of the consensus of the Muslim 
community is the outcome of the effect of foreign cultures whose 
partisans expressed animosity to Islam. They therefore propagated 
allegations and misconceptions aimed at deforming Islam. 


The effect of that attack against Islam is not limited to shaking the 
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faith and absolute submission about revelation in Islam, but went as 
far as to doubt and deny prophethood, Prophets, and their miracles. 
This attack was led by an atheist Jew called Ibn ar-Ruwandi. 


The organisers of this campaign allegedly attributed to Abu 
Bakr ar-Razi a book (one of many) called “The miracles of Prophets 
or the tricks of false Prophets.” But Dr. ‘Abdul Lateef al-‘Abd rejects 
this accusation against ar-Razi and adds that the Shi‘ite (Ismailite) 
were the propagators of that accusation because ar-R4zi criticised 
them as regards the issue of “Jmdmah” (leadership). Dr. al-‘Abd 
mentions in an extended study about ar-Razi that the claim that these 
books were written by him is unfounded. Moreover, Ibn an-Nadeem 
said that ar-Razi wrote a book defending prophethood. He added that 
ar-Razi neither rejected religions nor Prophets. On the contrary, he 
called for developing the spiritual and moral aspects of man in order 
that man should not be lax in performing his religious duties. 
According to Ibn an-Nadeem, ar-R4zi defended the Prophets’ morals 
and disproved adoration (for other than Allah) as one of their 
qualities. 


The Muslim intellectuals of different sects counteracted such 
ideas with strong and clear answers that gave prophethood and 
revelation their respectful place in Islamic teaching. They effaced 
from these attempts the false glitter that could elude a non-specialist. 
That is why these ideas vanished away leaving only a faint echo 
resonating with writers like Muhammad Fareed Wajdi, Muhammad 
Hasanayn Haykal and Zaki Mubarak. Such writers did not dare to 
explicitly deny prophethood because they feared the Muslim public 
Opinion, but they denied miracles or gave them a psychological 
interpretation. 


Shaykh Mustafa Sabri said that since a miracle is closely 
linked with prophethood, denying one means denying the other 
because they are both from the unseen. 
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But we can suggest the following reasons for denial: 


1. The deniers of miracles followed the example of the orientalists 
and western thinkers who were terrified by the miracles of Prophet 
Muhammad (£) that established his prophethood beyond a shadow 
of a doubt, a thing that was lacking in the case of Moses and Jesus. 
Consequently, they launched a hostile campaign to weaken the 
reliability of these miracles in an attempt to deprive him of the 
strongest evidence attesting his prophethood, and thus asserting their 
claim that he was not aided by a miracle to prove his prophethood. 


2. The desire to gain fame by opposing the Muslim unanimity and by 
appearing as intellectuals and free thinkers. 


2. The Ranks of Prophethood 


[oo eli YI] oo de jel yan (Lees sA 
d... And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets 
above others...) (Qur'an 17:55) 


The most obvious characteristic of prophethood in Islam is 
unity and universality. This means that the Islamic concept of 
prophethood is universal based on the fact that the Prophets and 
Messengers represent the bricks that compliment one another in the 
construction of a uniform building of Allah’s Messages and 
Revelation. The call of all the Prophets is one, Allah (4) says: 
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And We did not send any Messenger before you [O’ 
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Muhammad] but We revealed to him [saying] Ld ilâha illâ 
Anda [none has the right to be worshipped but I (Allah)], so 
worship Me [alone and none else]. (Qur’an 21:25) 


Moreover, they are brothers, Prophet Muhammad (2) says: 
“The Prophets are half brothers; they have different mothers and one 
religion.” That one religion is Islam with which they were sent and to 
which they have called, the Almighty Allah says: 


[14 iole dil yi at Soe OM 3 
Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam...) (Qur'an 3:19) 
Noah (Nooh) (3) ‘May Peace be upon him’ said to his people: 
[VY iy Cin ie Si TI Erp 


4... I have been commanded to be of the Muslims...} 
(Qur’an10:72) 


And Ibraheem (3) received Allah’s command to embrace 
Islam. When his Lord said to him, submit (that is a Muslim) He said: 
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d... I have submitted myself [as a Muslim] to the Lord of al- 
‘Alameen [mankind, jinn and all that exists].} (Qur’an 2:131) 


a 


The mission of all the Prophets was also the same, the 
Almighty Allah says: 
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Mankind were one Ummah [community] and Allah sent 
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Prophets with glad tidings and warnings, and with them He 
sent down the scripture in truth to judge between people in 
matters wherein they differed...) (Qur'an 2:213) 


Islam has made it an enjoined duty to believe in all the 
Prophets and Messengers and the Books and Revelation sent to them, 
as detailed in the following verses: 
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And that was Our Proof which We gave Ibraheem 
[Abraham] against his people. We raise whom We will in 
degrees. Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. 
And We bestowed upon him Ishaq [Isaac] and Ya‘qoob 
[Jacob], each of them We guided, and before him, We 
guided Nooh [Noah] and among his progeny Dawood 
[David], Sulayman [Solomon], Ayyoob [Job], Yoosuf 
[Joseph], Moosa [Moses] and Haroon [Aaron]. Thus do We 
reward al-Muhsinoon [the good doers]. And Zakariya 
[Zachariya] and Yahya [John] and ‘Eesa [Jesus] and Iliyas 
[Elias], each one of them was of the righteous. And Isma‘eel 
[Ishmael] and al-Yasa‘ [Elisha], and Yoonus [Jonah], and 
Loot [Lot] and each one of them We preferred above the 
‘Alameen [mankind and jinn [of their time]. 

(Qur’an 6:83-86) 
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€Allah chose Adam...} (Qur'an 3:33) 
And: 
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4 Capea Gt Se ESI 1) a deeds 
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And [remember] Isma‘eel [Ishmael], and Idris [Enoch] and 


Dhul-Kifl [‘Isaiah]: all were from among as-Sdabiroon [the 
patient].} (Qur'an 21:85) 


And: 


[YA : petal ga Ayer Sy 
«Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah...) (Qur’an 48:29) 


To sum up, Islam has made it an enjoined duty to have 
absolute belief in the Prophets and Messengers, the Almighty Allah 
says: 
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The Messenger [Muhammad] believes in what has been 
sent down to him from his Lord, and [so do] the believers. 
Each one believes in Allah, His, Angels, His Books, and His 
Messengers. [They say], We make no distinction between 


one another of His Messengers...} (Qur’an 2:285) 
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40’ you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger 
[Muhammad] and the Book [the Qur’an] which He has sent 
down to His Messenger, and the Scripture which He sent 
down to those before [him]; and whosoever disbelieves in 
Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Last 
Day, then indeed he has strayed far away.? (Qur'an 4:136) 


That is because the Qur’an has not mentioned the names of all 

the Messengers, the Almighty Allah says: 
O O25 A E A 
4 ae 3 pe Z 
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And indeed We have sent Messengers before you [O’ 
Muhammad]: of some of them We have related to you their 
story. And of some We have not told you their story...) 
(Qur’an 40:78) 


And: 
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And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and 
Messengers We have not mentioned to you...) 
(Qur’an 4:164) 


That is why making distinction between the Prophets and 
believing in some while disbelieving in others is considered as 
disbelief in them all, Allah (4%) says: 
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Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers 
and wish to make distinction between Allah and His 
Messengers [by believing in Allah and disbelieving in 
Messengers] saying, “We believe in some but reject 
others,” and wish to adopt a way in between. They are in 
truth disbelievers...} (Qur'an 4:150-151) 


And those who make no distinction are promised a good 
reward, Allah (4) says: 
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And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and 
make no distinction between any of them [Messengers], We 
shall give them their rewards; and Allah is Ever Oft- 
Forgiving, All-Merciful} (Our’an 4:152) 


Therefore, the ranks of prophethood in Islam are not influenced by 
any racial tendency, or distinction bases on gender or ethnic origin, 
rather the only criteria is the nature of the message and Revelation 
and the patience shown by the Messenger in performance and 
conveyance. Allah (4%) says: 


[oo rel, MI] EGR 3b Coley Geo & Sel Say ES 55% 


d... And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets 
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above others, and to Dawood [David] We gave the Zaboor 

[Psalms].} (Qur’an 17:55) 
And: 
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{Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; 
to some of them Allah spoke [directly]; others He raised to 
degrees [of honour]; and to ‘Eesa [Jesus] the son of Maryam 
[Mary], We gave clear proofs and evidences, and supported 
him with Rooh al-Qudus [Jibreel]...} (Qur’an 2:253) 


The preference here may be related to the number of people to 
whom the call is addressed e.g. a tribe, a nation, a generation or all 
the nations and all the generations. It may also be related to the merits 
accorded to the Messenger or to his nation, or to the nature of the 
message and how inclusive it is of aspects of human life and others of 
the universe. Ibn Taymiyah classified prophethood in Islam saying: 
“The most preferred of Allah’s Auliyd’ (righteous) are the Prophets, 
and the most preferred of them are the Messengers, and the most 
preferred of these are the Messengers of firm resolve, Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Muhammad (may Allah’s peace be upon 
them all). Allah (4%) says: 
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4He [Allah] has ordained for you the same religion [Islamic 
Monotheism] which He ordained for Nooh [Noah], and that 
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which We have revealed to you [O° Muhammad], and that 
which We ordained for Ibraheem [Abraham], Moosa 
[Moses] and ‘Eesa [Jesus] saying you should establish 
religion [i.e. to do what it orders you to do practically], and 
make no division in it [religion] [i.e. various sects in 
religion]...) (Qur'an 42:13) 


And: 
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{And [remember] when We took from the Prophets their 
covenant, and from you [O° Muhammad] and from Nooh 
[Noah], Ibraheem [Abraham], Moosa [Moses], and ‘Eesa 
[Jesus] son of Maryam [Mary]. We took from them a strong 
covenant. That He may ask the truthful [Allah’s Messengers 
and His Prophets] about their truth [i.e. conveyance of 
Allah’s Message that which they were charged with]. And 
He has prepared for the disbelievers a painful torment [Hell- 
Fire]. (Qur'an 33:7-8) 


The most preferred of the Messengers of firm resolve is the last 
Messenger, Muhammad (3). We will view these ranks as follows: 


First: The Prophets 


They are among the highest ranks of the blissful men who 
have received the bestowals of the Almighty, as He (4#) says: 
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€And whosoever obeys Allah and the Messenger 
[Muhammad], then they will be in the company of 
those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the 
Prophets, the Siddigoon [those followers of the Prophets 
who were first and foremost to believe in them, like Abu 
Bakr as-Siddeeq] the martyrs, and the righteous. And how 
excellent these companions are!} (Qur’an 4:69) 


Prophets are the best and noblest of mankind, Allah, the Almighty 
says: 
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€And that was Our Proof which We gave Ibraheem 
[Abraham] against his people. We raise whom We will in 
degrees. Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing. 
And We bestowed upon him Ishaq [Isaac] and Ya‘qoob 
[Jacob], each of them We guided, and before him, We 
guided Nooh [Noah], and among his progeny Dawood 
[David], Sulayman [Solomon], Ayyoob [Job], Yoosuf 
[Joseph], Moosa [Moses], and Haroon [Aaron]. Thus do We 
reward al-Muhsinoon [the good doers]. And Isma‘eel 
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[Ishmael] and al-Yasa‘ [Elisha], and Yoonus [Jonah] and 
Loot [Lot], and each one of them We preferred above the 
‘Alameen [Mankind and jinn (of their times)].} 

(Qur’an 6:83-86) 


In addition to that, they are Allah’s choice from among mankind to 
receive His Speech and carry His Messages, and this is mentioned 
comprehensively and in detail. Allah (3%) says: “Allah chooses 
Messengers from among the angels and from among men.” Allah 
also mentions in the Soorah (chapter) “Sâd” David, Solomon, Job, 
Isaac, Jacob and comments that: 
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And they are with Us, verily of the chosen and the best!} 
(Qur’an 38:47) 


And in the Soorah (chapter) of Al ‘Imran: 
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Allah chose Adam, Nooh [Noah], the family of Ibraheem 
[Abraham] and the family of ‘Imran above the ‘Alameen 
[mankind and jinns] [of their times].} (Qur’an 3:33) 


Allah (4%), identifies those that He has chosen from among 
His slaves to carry the Message and religion, since the start of the 
creation so that they are the pioneers of the caravan of faith through 
the centuries and generations. The Almighty Allah says about Moses: 


[Y4 :atb] ge de nina’ ae Ik Oris 


¢... And I endowed you with love from Me, in order that you 
may be brought up under My Eye.} (Qur’an 20:39) 
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And: 
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And I have chosen you for Myself.) (Qur'an 20:41) 


Prophets in Islam, according to Imam Ahmed, fall under one 
of four fundamental categories: a guide, evidence, demonstrator, and 
an iferrer or deducer. 


The Guide is Allah (4), the evidence is the Qur’an, the 
demonstrator is the Prophet (¢), the Almighty Allah says: 
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4... That you may explain clearly to men what is sent down 
to them...) (Qur'an 16:44) 


And those who infer or deduce are men of knowledge and 
understanding that are considered guided and knowledgeable by 
Muslim consensus. 


The Prophets assumed great roles and important missions 
including the following: 


1. The call for Tawheed (to worship Allah alone): This is the essential 
function and the major mission of the Prophets, Allah says: 
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And verily, We have sent among every Ummah 
[community, nation] a Messenger [proclaiming]: Worship 
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Allah [Alone], and avoid [or keep away from] 7aghoot [all 
false deities i.e. do not worship Tâghoot besides Allah]... 
(Our’an 16:36) 


2. Legislation: This is one of the most important functions of the 
Prophets, second only to the call for “Tawheed”. Its benefit is the 
establishment of Allah’s laws on earth, which are fair, perfect and 
above errors and loopholes. The Almighty Allah has clarified this 
function in the following Qur’anic verse: 
Faw a7 oe i A soe ss? 

Vv: pt oli 22 Slr ASS IAAT ae Te 

d... And whatsoever the Messenger [Muhammad] gives 

you, take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain [from 

it]... (Qur’an 59:7) 

We can deduce from that the confirmation of the principle of 

governorship, the Almighty Allah says: 
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d... And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has 
revealed, such are the KGfiroon...} (Qur’an 5:44) 
And: 
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d... And whosoever does not judge by that which Allah has 
revealed, such are the Dhdlimoon [polytheists and wrong- 
doers]... (Quran 5:45) 


The Messenger is the one entrusted with codifying this 
principle and applying it to become the law of the Muslim nation that 
prevails through successive generations. 
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3. Administration of justice: to settle disputes and differences 
between the believers, Allah (4%) says: 
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d... [And] if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer 
it to Allah and His Messenger, If you believe in Allah and in 
the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final 
determination.) (Qur’an 4:59) 


Those who reject the judgements made by Prophets are 
considered to be disbelievers, Allah (4) says: 
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«But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they 
make you [O° Muhammad] judge in all disputes between 
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your 
decisions, and accept [them] with full submission.) 
(Qur'an 4:65) 


4. Education: This is one of the noblest functions of the Prophets who 
have taken it upon themselves to perfect the theoretical power in the 
eyes of their followers. We will explain this later in the theme 
covering the infallibility of the Prophets, Allah (4%) says: 
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«Similarly [to complete My Blessings upon you], We have 
sent among you a Messenger [Muhammad] of your own, 
reciting to you Our Verses [the Qur’an] and purifying you, 
and teaching you the Book [the Qur’an] and the Hikmah 
[i.e. Sunnah, Islamic laws and Fiqh — jurisprudence], and 
teaching you that which you used not to know.) 

(Our’an 2:151) 


Ibn Hazm asserts that the Prophets’ teachings are not limited to 
knowledge and wisdom, but also include the various sciences and 
trades. 


5. Warning and giving glad tidings: By explaining to the people what 
they do not know of Allah’s bliss and rewards for the good-doers, and 
His punishment and torment to the disobedient, on the Day of 
Resurrection, Allah (4) says: 
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€O’ you assembly of jinn and mankind! “Did not there 
come to you Messengers from amongst you, reciting unto 
you My Verses and warning you of the meeting of this Day 
of yours?” They will say, “We bear witness against 
ourselves.” It was the life of this world that deceived them. 
And they will bear witness against themselves that they 
were disbelievers.} (Qur’an 6:130) 
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And give glad tidings to those who believe and do 
righteous good deeds, that for them will be Gardens under 
which rivers flow [Paradise]...} (Qur'an 2:25) 


These warnings and glad tidings will make any plea against 


Allah (4) null and void, the Almighty Allah says: 
(sz ge “er 178 or yi, sore 
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«Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning 
in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah...) 
(Qur'an 4:165) 


6. Guidance: This is the most specific of the Prophet’s mission, Allah 


(gë) says: 
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And We made them leaders, guiding [mankind] by Our 
Command, and We revealed to them the doing of good 
deeds...) (Qur’an 21:73) 


Allah (4) says that the Prophets guide to His Right Way: 
d... And verily, you [Muhammad] are indeed guiding 


[mankind] to the Straight Path [i.e. Allah’s Religion of 
Islamic Monotheism].} (Qur'an 42:52) 


7. Set a good example: Prophets are the ideal examples for all of 
mankind. Allah (ağ) has commanded his slaves to follow them 
because they are perfect, virtuous, purified, of excellent conduct, 


noble rank, and intelligent, the Almighty Allah says: 


46 Muhammad 5 Prophethood, Reality or Myth 


[4+ pLu] 551 pigs ene ys if ASN} 
«They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their 
guidance...) (Qur'an 6:90) 


And about the Prophet Muhammad (3%), Allah o says: 
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Indeed in the Messenger of Allah [Muhammad] you have a 
good example to follow for him who hopes for [the Meeting 
with] Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.) 

(Qur’an 33:21) 


8. Enjoining the “good” and forbidding the “evil”: Allah (4) says: 
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Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can 
neither read nor write [i.e. Muhammad] whom they find 
written with them in the Tawrât [Torah] and the Injeel 
[Gospel], [John] — he commands them for al-Ma ‘roof (i.e. 
Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam has ordained]; and 
forbids them from al-Munkar [i.e. disbelief, polytheism of 
all kinds, and all that Islam has forbidden]... (Qur’an 7:157) 


Second: The Messengers 


They are more specific than the Prophets. Every Messenger is 
a Prophet, but not every Prophet is necessarily a Messenger. The 
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Mu‘tazilah see no difference between the Prophet and the Messenger. 


Narrated Abu Dharr (a): “I asked, ‘O° Allah’s Messenger 
(£)! What is the number of the Prophets?’ He said, “One hundred 
twenty four thousand, three hundred and fifteen of whom are 
Messengers.’ ” 


Some differences between a Prophet and a Messenger have 
traditionally circulated: 


1. The Messenger is the one informed by Allah, with a matter from 
heaven and commanded to convey what he has been informed, 
whereas the Prophet is not required to convey what he has received. 


This argument is rejected for the following reasons: 


l.a. Allah (4) says that, He has sent both Prophets and Messengers: 
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«Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet before you 
but when he did recite the revelation or narrated or spoken, 
Shaytan [Satan] threw [some falsehood] in it. But Allah 
abolishes that which Shaytân [Satan] threw in. Then Allah 
establishes His Revelation. And Allah is All-Knower, All- 
Wise.} (Qur'an 22:52) 


1.b. There is mention in the Qur’an about what one of the Prophets of 
the Children of Israel said to his people: 
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And their Prophet [Samuel] said to them, “Indeed Allah 
has appointed Taloot [Saul] as a king over you.” They said, 
“How can he be a king over us when we are fitter than him 
for the kingdom, and he has not been given enough 
wealth.” He said, “Verily, Allah has chosen him above you 
and has increased him abundantly in knowledge and stature. 
And Allah grants His kingdom to whom He wills. And 
Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs All- 
Knower.”’ And their Prophet [Samuel] said to them: Verily! 
The sign of His kingdom is that there shall come to you at- 
Taboot [a wooden box], wherein is Sakeenah [peace and 
reassurance] from your Lord and a remnant of that which 
Moosa [Moses] and Haroon [Aaron] left behind, carried by 
the angels. Verily, in this is a sign for you if you are indeed 
believers.} (Qur'an 2:247-248) 


l.c. The Prophet’s saying: 


Prophet Muhammad (£) said: “The nations were presented to 
me, I saw a Prophet with a group of followers, another with a man or 
two and others with no followers at all.” (Sunan at-Tirmidhi, the 
Book of Resurrection, chapter 16) 


I think that the reason for making this distinction between 
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Prophethood and Messengership is the influence of Ibn Hazm’s 
definition that everyone who is informed by Allah (4%) with a matter 
before it exists or who receives Revelation about it is a Prophet. 


2. The second difference is that the Messenger is the one sent with a 
new law, and the Prophet is sent to confirm a former law. 


This is contradicted by the fact that Adam (3%) is not a 
Messenger although he had received a law according to which his 
two sons Abel and Cain offered sacrifices, Allah (4) says: 
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And [O° Muhammad] recite to them [the Jews] the story of 
the two sons of Adam [Habeel and Qabeel] in truth; when 
each offered a sacrifice [to Allah], it was accepted from the 
one but not from the other. The latter said to the former, “I 
will surely kill you.” The former said, “Verily, Allah 
accepts only from al-Muttagoon [the pious]. “If you do 
stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch 
my hand against you to kill you: for I fear Allah, the Lord of 
‘Alameen [mankind, jinn, and all that exists].”} 

(Qur’an 5:27-28) 


Here the second son did not even have the intention to kill his brother 
because he believed that killing was a crime and against Allah’s law. 


This difference is also contradicted by the fact that Noah (3) 
was the first Messenger to mankind, and it is not reasonable that he 
lived among his people for about ten centuries without a law 
organising their life and religious affairs. 
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3. The third difference is that the Messenger is sent to disbelievers to 
invite them to worship Allah (4) alone, while the Prophet is sent to 
people who are believers. 


This is contradictory to the case of Jesus who is a Messenger 
of firm resolve, and was sent to the Children of Israel who believed in 
Allah as the only Lord, Allah (4%) says: 
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And [remember] when ‘Eesa [Jesus], son of Maryam 
[Mary], said, “O’ Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of 
Allah unto you, confirming the Tawrât [(Torah) which 
came] before me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to 
come after me, whose name shall be Ahmed. But when he 
[Ahmed i.e. Muhammad] came to them with clear proofs, 
they said, “This is plain magic.” (Qur'an 61:6) 


The precise definition of the Messenger is: 


“The man who is informed with the matters of the heavens and 
sent with a new law to the people who believe in the Oneness of 
Allah or to disbelievers calling them to worship Allah alone, and 
follow the law he brought, or to both groups.” 


That was the case of Prophet Muhammad ($) who was sent to 
the people of the scriptures (Christians and Jews) as well as to the 
disbelievers and invited them to worship Allah (4) alone, and 
follow the new law that confirms the former laws and prevails over 
them. 
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Third: The Messengers of firm resolve 


They are the best and the most honourable of the Messengers, 
the Almighty Allah says: 
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Those Messengers! We preferred some of them to others; 
to some of them Allah spoke [directly]: others He raised to 
degrees [of honour]: and to ‘Eesa [Jesus], the son of 
Maryam [Mary], We gave clear proofs and evidences, and 
supported him with Rooh-ul-Qudus [Jibreel (Gabriel)]...} 

(Qur’an 2:253) 


The Messengers of firm resolve are: Noah, Abraham, Moses, 
Jesus and Muhammad, may Allah’s peace be upon them all. They are 
mentioned in the following verses: 
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{And [remember] when We took from the Prophets their 
covenant, and from you [O° Muhammad], and from Nooh 
[Noah], Ibraheem [Abraham], Moosa [Moses], and ‘Eesa 
[Jesus]...) (Qur’an 33:7) 
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dHe [Allah] has ordained for you the same religion [Islamic 
Monotheism] which he ordained for Nooh [Noah] and that 
which We have revealed to you [O° Muhammad], and that 
which We ordained for Ibraheem [Abraham], Moosa 
[Moses] and ‘Eesa [Jesus] saying you should establish 
religion [i.e. to do what it orders you to do practically], and 
make no divisions in it...) (Our’an 42:13) 


The Messengers of firm resolve are undoubtedly the most 
patient among the Messengers who had the hardest of trials. Noah 
(Xx) stayed among his people for nine hundred and fifty years 
inviting them to worship Allah alone. Abraham (3) called his 
people to Islam and struggled against their false deities until they 
threw him into the fire from which Allah saved him. Moses (4) 
managed to lead his people, with great difficulty, to the land of 
freedom away from servitude and the tyranny of the Pharaohs. Jesus 
was sent to the stone-hearted Children of Israel known for belying the 
Prophets and killing them. They chased after him intending to kill 
him but Allah saved him and raised him to heaven. Muhammad (£) 
had been inviting the polytheists in Makkah for thirteen years during 
which he suffered unbearable pain, harm and agony but never gave 
up till Allah (4) made him victorious. 


Allah (4) gave them a testimonial for their patience: 
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4Therefore be patient [O° Muhammad] as did the 
Messengers of firm resolve...) (Qur'an 46:35) 


Those who followed these great Messengers were in greater 
numbers than the followers of other Messengers, as they became 
great leaders of great nations. 
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Fourth: The last of the Prophets 


The last of the Prophets is Muhammad (£). The Almighty 
Allah says: 
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Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is 
the Messenger of Allah and the last [end] of the Prophets...» 
(Qur’an 33:40) 


And the Prophet (#¢) said: “There will be thirty liars (false prophets) 
in my nation, who will allege that they are Prophets, but I am the last 
of the Prophets and there will be no Prophet after me.” 


He is the best of mankind and their leader in this world and in 
the Hereafter, he says: “Allah chose Kina‘nah from the children of 
Ishmael, and chose Quraysh from Kina‘nah, then chose Banu 
Hashim from Quraysh and chose me from Banu Hashim.” Narrated 
Abu Hurayrah (, ) that the Prophet (3) said: “I am the leader of the 
children of Adam on the Day of Resurrection, no pride intended.” 


Some contemporary writers dispute the fact that Muhammad 
(£) is the best of the Prophets and that his message is the best of all 
messages arguing that: “Historical understanding entails the 
realisation that each of the Prophets played his role at a certain stage, 
with equal levels of performance as regards trust, truthfulness, and 
conveyance of the message; thus, none of them is preferred to the 
other. On the other hand, being the seal of prophethood, the Message 
of Prophet Muhammad (38%) is not necessarily the best. It does not 
attain inherent absolute perfection independent of former elements; 
rather it is dependent upon those elements without which it cannot be 
realised. In fact the prophethood of Muhammad (£g) requires former 
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prophethoods to justify it, and at the same time former prophethoods 
need it to be complete. So it is logically impossible in light of this 
reciprocal need to prefer any element to the other.” 


This argument, based solely on the unfounded rejection of the 
Prophet’s sayings in this regard, will also reject other aspects 
attesting to the supremacy of the last of the Prophets, including: 


1. His call and law 


With it Allah perfected the religion and completed His Bliss on 
His slaves, Allah (4) says: 
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4... This day, I have perfected your religion for you, 
completed My Favour upon you, and have chosen for you 
Islam as your religion...) (Qur'an 5:3) 


The Prophet (4) said: “My similitude in comparison with the 
other Prophets before me is that of a man who has built a nice and 
beautiful house, but left out one brick in a corner. The people go 
around it and marvel at its beauty, but say, ‘If only that brick would 
be placed!’ I am that brick, and I am the seal (end) of the Prophets.” 
(Saheeh Bukhari, vol. 4, hadith no. 331) 


That is why Allah made Islam a religion and law for all humanity and 
its successive generations until the end of time, He (4) says: 
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And We have not sent you [O° Muhammad] except as a 
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giver of glad tidings and a Warner to all mankind, but most 


of people know not.) (Qur’an 34:28) 
And: 
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And We have sent you [O° Muhammad] not but as a mercy 
for the ‘Alameen [mankind, jinn and all that exists].} 
(Qur’an 21:107) 
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Say [O’ Muhammad]: “O’ mankind! Verily, I am sent to 
you all as the Messenger of Allah — to whom, belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and earth.” (Qur'an 7:158) 


Being sent in this manner and for all mankind as mentioned in 
the above verses, Prophet Muhammad (%%) was favoured over all the 
Prophets. Narrated Abu Hurayrah (a, ) that the Prophet (#) said: “I 
was favoured over all the prophets with six merits: I was blessed with 
comprehensive speech. I was made triumphant by terror (cast in the 
hearts of my foes), spoils were made permissible to me, the earth was 
made a purifier and a place of prostration for me, I was sent to all of 
humanity, and I am the last of the prophets.” (Saheeh Bukhari) 


2. His book 


Which is the best of the Books, for Allah (4) says: 


[YY sof] 6G GEE WS ett 5255 IS Ai} 
{Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book [this 
Qur’an], its parts resembling each other [in goodness and 
truth] [and] oft-repeated...) (Qur'an 39:23) 
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And: 
(AV : ret QD) Ail Sisal GEN Gs ee AGS. Sali 
And indeed, We have bestowed upon you seven of al- 
Mathanee [seven repeatedly recited Verses] [i.e. Soorah al- 
Fatihah] and the Great Qur’an.} (Qur’an 15:87) 


The Qur’an confirms the former (heavenly) Books and 
prevails over them, Almighty Allah says: 
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And We have sent down to you [O° Muhammad] the Book 
[this Qur’an] in truth, confirming the scripture that came 
before it and Muhaymin [trust worthy in highness and a 
witness] over it [old scriptures]...} (Qur’an 5:48) 


3. His miracles 


Comprise the various kinds of miracles of the former Prophets. 
In addition to that his grand miracle is the divine Revelation he had 
received (the Qur’an). We will discuss this later in chapter 3. 


4. His life 


The life of Muhammad (3%) comprised the merits and 
attributes of the former Prophets. 


He (4) was known for his enthusiasm as a believer, his love 
for Allah and people, steadfastness and patience on the straight path, 
courage in resisting the aggressors, and total submission to Allah’s 
will. These attributes were coupled with those of a political leader 
and a social reformer. These qualities constituted a form of human 
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perfection, and made Muhammad (£) the ideal and perfect example 
for all mankind. 


This led Michael Hart to put Prophet Muhammad (2) at the top of a 
list containing one hundred of the most influential personalities in 
history in his book: “700” translated by Anees Mansour. 


5. Being the most beloved to Allah 


Prophet Muhammad (38%) was accorded the highest of ranks: 
He was the most beloved to Allah, the Prophet (2) said: “Allah has 
chosen me as a beloved one as He has chosen Abraham.” (Sunan Ibn 
Majah) 
Also: “Had I been allowed to have a beloved from among the 
inhabitants of earth, I would have chosen Abu Bakr («&), but I am 
the beloved of the Merciful.” (Saheeh Bukhari, the merits of the 
Companions / the merits of Abu Bakr) 


But as Allah’s beloved, Prophet Muhammad (#¢) has two 
merits over Prophet Abraham and all the other prophets: 


5.a. Allah has coupled the Prophet’s name to His m the testification of 
Monotheism, “None has the right to be worshipped but Allah, and 
Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger”. 


5.b. Allah addresses Muhammad (g) by his qualities (O’ 
Messenger), (O° Prophet) and his condition: (“O’ you wrapped in 
garments), (O° you enveloped m garments), whereas He addresses 
the other Prophets and Messengers, including those of firm resolve, 
with their names, e.g Abraham.” 


6. The prophets and messengers follow him 


Allah took the covenant of all the prophets and messengers to 
believe in Muhammad (#¢) and follow him, He (4%) says: 
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€And [remember] when Allah took the Covenant of the 
Prophets, saymg, “Take whatever I gave you from the Book 
and Hikmah [understanding of the laws of Allah], and 
afterwards there will come to you a Messenger 
[Muhammad] confirming what is with you; you must, 
then believe m him and help him.” Allah said, “Do you 
agree [to it] and will you take up My Covenant [which I 
conclude with you]?” They said, “We agree.” He said, 
“Then bear witness; and I am with you among the witnesses 
[for this].”} (Qur'an 3:81) 


7. His grand intercession on the Day of resurrection 


This takes various forms including his intercession on behalf 
of the dwellers of Paradise and on behalf of the disobedient from his 
nation. 


8. A witness over the people in this world and in the Hereafter 
The Almighty Allah says: 
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Thus We have made you [true Muslims — real believers of 
Islamic Monotheism, true followers of Prophet Muhammad 
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and his Sunnah (legal ways)], a just [and the best] nation, 
that you be witness over mankind and the Messenger 
[Muhammad] be a witness? over you... (Qur'an 2:143) 


Explaining this Qur’anic verse, Sayyed Qutb said that the Muslim 
nation is a just one that bears witness over all nations by establishmg 
justice, principles and values, and by evaluating their morals, 
conceptions and traditions to decide which is true and which is false. 
It also bears witness over mankind and stands in judgement between 
them. While the Muslim nation stands witness over humanity, the 
Prophet Muhammad (¢) stands witness over it, to establish its 
principles and values, to judge its actions and traditions, and to be the 
fmal authority in all its affairs. 


As regards his standing witness over people m the Hereafter, 
Allah (4) says: 
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<How [will it be] then, when We bring from each nation a 
witness and We bring you [O° Muhammad], as a witness 
against these people? (Qur'an 4:41) 


> It is necessary to explain the Islamic idea of “witness”. When two people 
dispute, they advance extravagant claims. A just witness comes forward and 
brings the light of reason to bear on them, pruning all their selfish 
extravagances. Thus the mission of Islam, for instance, is to curb the 
formalism of the Mosaic Law and the extreme “other-worldliness” professed 
by Christianity. The witness must be unselfish, equipped with first-hand 
knowledge and ready to intervene in the cause of justice. Such is the position 
claimed by Islam among rival systems. Similarly, within Islam itself, the 
position of witness to whom disputants can appeal is held by Muhammad the 
Chosen. 
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Conclusions 


1. The ranks of prophethood in Islam are classified on the basis of 
Revelation and Allah’s preference of some Prophets over others; 
nationalism and racism play no role in that. 


2. The Prophets are classified in degrees and not categories. They all 
belong to the foundation of prophethood but differ in rank. 


3. There is no collective prophethood in Islam like the group called 
the “children of the Prophets” in Judaism or the “Messengers” in 
Christianity. Prophethood in Islam depends solely on Allah’s choice, 
and cannot be attained through education instruction, or elections. 


4. There are no female prophets in Islam. There are some who parted 
with Muslim unanimity on this matter by claiming that the mother of 
Isaac, Mary (mother of Jesus), the mother of Moses, and Asia the 
wife of the Pharaoh are Prophets because they received a kind of 
Revelation, but receiving Revelation is not necessarily a sign of 
prophethood because Allah may send Revelation to non-humans: 
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€And your Lord inspired the bees...) (Qur’an 16:68) 


Allah (4) made revelations to Joseph as a young boy: 
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d... We revealed to him, “Indeed, you shall [one day] inform 
them of this their affair, when they know [you] not.” 
(Qur’an 12:15) 


And to the disciples of Jesus (3): 
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€And when I [Allah] revealed to al-Hawédriyoon [the 
disciples] of ‘Eesa (Jesus)]...} (Qur'an 5:111) 


The concerned persons here were addressed by Revelation and 
inspiration but they are not Prophets. 


In three Qur’anic verses, Allah ($) says that He has made 
Revelations to men who neither messengers nor prophets: 
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€And We sent not before you [as Messengers] any but men 


unto whom We revealed, from among the people of 
townships...) (Qur'an 12:109) 


And: 
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€And We sent not [as Our Messengers] before you [O’ 
Muhammad] any but men, whom We sent revelation, [to 
preach and invite mankind to believe in the Oneness of 
Allah]. So ask [you, O’ pagans of Makkah] of those who 
know the Scripture [learned men of the Tawrât (Torah) and 
the Injeel (Gospel)], if you know not. (Qur'an 16:43) 
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¢And we sent not before you [O° Muhammad] but men to 
whom We revealed. So ask the people of the Reminder 
[Scripture — the Tawrât (Torah), the Injeel (Gospel)] if you 
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do not know.} (Qur’an 21:7) 


Ibn Hazm suggested that the word “Men” in the above cited 
verses means “Messengers,” not prophets but this is rejected 
because, when relevant, Allah (4) specifically mentions that He has 
sent Prophets and Messengers. 
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«Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet before you 
but when he did recite the revelation or narrated or spoke, 
Shaytan [Satan] threw [some falsehood] in it. But Allah 
abolishes that which Shaytan [Satan] throws in. then Allah 
establishes His Revelations. And Allah is All-Knower, All- 
Wise.} (Qur’an 22:52) 


3. The Infallibility of the Prophets 
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dit is not for any Prophet to take illegally a part of the booty 
[Ghulool], and whosoever deceives his companions as 
regards the booty, he shall bring forth on the Day of 
Resurrection that which he took [illegally]...} (Qur’an 3:161) 


The Prophets are the best of creation. They are Allah’s 
testament upon His slaves, the means leading to Him, the doors to 
His Mercy and the reasons for His Bliss, Allah (4) has chosen them 
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from among mankind to be his prophets and messengers and 
therefore created them with perfect natural dispositions, a pure 
essence, good morals and honourable lineage. The terin used for this 
perfection is “infallibility” and it has two parts. 


First Part: Moral infallibility 


This includes Allah’s protection for his Messengers and 
Prophets from committing sins, violating prohibitions and any 
wrongdoing in general. It has two parts as given below. 


1. Confirmation of qualities 


A group of good moral qualities are confirmed for the Prophets 
and are necessitated by the nature of their missions and duties. This 
includes: 


Telling the truth 


This is one of the most important qualities because upon it 
rests the trust in the Revelation they convey. The Almighty Allah 
confirms this quality for them in the following verses: 
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d... This is what the All-Gracious [Allah] had promised, and 

the Messengers spoke truth!} (Our’an 36: 52) 
And: 
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d... They said, “This is what Allah and His Messenger 
[Muhammad] had promised us; and Allah and His 
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Messenger [Muhammad] had spoken the truth...”} 
(Qur’an 33:22) 


Even before Revelation, the Prophet (3) was known as the 
“truthful one” and “the trustworthy one.” Telling the truth is not 
limited to the revealed rules, commands, and prohibitions but also 
covers all aspects of daily life and ordinary news. Given the 
importance of this quality and the vital role it plays, Allah decreed a 
clear judgement for anyone who tells lies about Him and/or His 
Revelation. He (4) says: 
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And if he [Muhammad] had forged a false saying 
concerning Us [Allah]. We surely would have seized him by 
his right hand [or with power and might]. And then We 
certainly would have cut off his life artery [aorta]. And none 
of you could have withheld Us from [punishing] him.) 
(Qur'an 69: 44-47) 


Trustworthiness 


This means memorizing all that Allah has revealed to them and 
accurately conveying it as received unchanged and unaltered. Allah 
says about Muhammad (2): 
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«Say [O’ Muhammad], “It is not for me to change it on my 
own accord; I only follow that which is revealed unto 
me...” (Qur’an 10:15) 


Narrated ‘A’ishah (c&;) that, such honesty is what prevented 
the Prophet from concealing Allah’s words in the following verses: 
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d... But you did hide in yourself [i.e. what Allah has already 
made known to you that He will give her to you in marriage] 
that which Allah will make manifest, you did fear the 
people [i.e. their saying that Muhammad married the 
divorced wife of his manumitted slave] whereas Allah had a 
better right that you should fear Him...) © (Qur’an 33:37) 


This honesty is not limited to Revelation and its conveyance 
but extends to cover the ordinary daily activities and dealings, the 
Almighty Allah says: 
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€It is not for any Prophet to take illegally a part of the booty 
[Ghulool], and whosoever deceives his companions as 
regards the booty, he shall bring forth on the Day of 
Resurrection that which he took [illegally]... (Qur’an 3:161) 


In his interpretation of this verse Sayyid Qutb says: “It is 
neither of the nature nor the morals of the Prophet to take anything 
unlawfully because this goes against his honest, just and pure 
character.” 


Conveyance 


This means conveying the laws, rules, and regulations that 
they receive from Allah (4) to the people. It can be argued that 
conveyance is part of the Prophets’ duties rather than qualities, Allah 
Says: 
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d... Are the Messengers charged with anything but to clearly 

convey the Message? (Qur’an 16:35) 
And: 
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O’ Messenger [Muhammad]! Proclaim [the message] 
which has been sent down to you from your Lord. And if 
you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message.) 

(Qur'an 5:67) 


Intelligence 


There are many Qur’anic verses that attest to the Prophets’ 
intelligence and superior reasoning, Allah (4) says: 
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«And indeed We bestowed afore time on Ibraheem 
[Abraham] his [portion of] guidance, and We were All- 


Acquainted with him...) (Qur'an 21:51) 
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<... And argue with them in a way that is better...) 
(Qur’an 16:125) 


And: 
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«They said, “O’ Nooh [Noah]! You have disputed with us 
and much have you prolonged the dispute with us...” 
(Qur’an 11:32) 


The dispute and argument mentioned in these two verses 
require, as pre-requisites, good reasoning and intelligence on the part 
of the one making the arguments.. 


In addition to the afore-mentioned qualities, there are those 
who attributed other merits and characteristics to the Prophets. Ar- 
Razi has summarised those as: 


Perfection of the theoretical strength 
This is an inner strength that shields him from erring or 
forgetting except what Allah wills, Allah (4) says: 
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gWe shall make you to recite [the Qur’an], so you [O° 
Muhammad] shall not forget [it]. Except what Allah may 
will... (Qur'an 87:6-7) 


Perfection of the practical strength 
This is the strength required for performing deeds leading to 
happiness in this world and in the Hereafter, Allah (4) says: 
[A : Lei] sO Al Hs; 


€And We shall make easy for you [O° Muhammad] the easy 
way [that is the doing of the righteous deeds].} 


(Qur’an 87:8) 
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His ability to complement the theoretical strength of others 


This is attained by teaching and advising his followers, Allah 
(3g) says: 
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Therefore remind [men] in case the reminder profits 
[them].} (Qur’an 87:9) 


And the one who is ready to benefit from such advice 1s: 
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<Indeed whoever purifies himself [by avoiding polytheism 
and accepting Islamic Monotheism] shall achieve success,} 
(Qur’an 87:14) 


His ability to complement the practical strength of others 


This is attained by helping those who want to perfect their 
worship. The one ready to benefit from this is the one who: 
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€And remembers [glorifies] the Name of his Lord [worship 
none but Allah], and prays [five compulsory prayers and 
Nawéfil — additional prayers].} (Our’an 87:15) 


2. Infallibility 


The Prophets are the role models for all of humanity; they are 
inspired leaders of men. Had they been vulnerable to disobedience 
and sinful deeds, they would not have been qualified leaders of 
mankind. 


Nevertheless, there is disagreement amongst the various sects of 
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Muslim theologians in regards to their infallibility relating to major 
and minor sins. 


The Muslim nation is unanimous on the issue of the 
infallibility of the Prophets from committing any kind of major sins. 
However, there are two different opinions about whether or not they 
commit minor sins: 


Theologians of the first group see that the Prophets are 
infallible regarding both minor and major sins so that people may 
trust them and that they deserve the divine assignment for which 
Allah (4) has chosen them and set a role model for mankind. This 
group comprises: Rafidah, Shi‘ites and Mu‘tazilah. 


The second group, comprising the majority of the Muslim 
community and theologians, say that Prophets are infallible 
regarding major sins but can commit minor ones. They deduced that 
from the following events: 


1. Adam (3%) disobeyed Allah’s command and ate from the 
forbidden tree, 
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€And [remember] when We said to the angels, “Prostrate 
yourselves to Adam.” They prostrated themselves [all] 
except /blees [Satan] he refused. Then We said, “O° Adam! 
Verily, this is an enemy to you and to your wife. So let him 
not get you both out of Paradise, so that you will be 
distressed.” Verily, you have [a promise from us] that you 
will never be hungry therein nor naked. And you [will] 
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suffer not from thirst therein nor from the sun’s heat. Then 
Shaytan [Satan] whispered to him, saying, “O’ Adam! Shall 
I lead you to the Tree of Eternity and to a kingdom that will 
never waste away?” Then they both ate of the tree, and so 
their private parts became manifest to them, and they began 
to cover themselves with the leaves of the Paradise for their 
covering. Thus did Adam disobey his Lord, so he went 
astray.) (Our’an 20:116-121) 


2. Noah (3) invoked Allah (4) on behalf of his son: 
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€And Nooh [Noah] called his Lord and said, “O’ My Lord! 
Verily, my son is of my family! And certainly, Your promise 
is true, and You are the Most just of the judges.” He said, 
“O’ Nooh [Noah]! Surely he is not of your family; verily, 
his work is unrighteous, so ask not of Me that of which you 
have no knowledge! I admonish you lest you should be one 
of the ignorant.”} (Qur’an 11:45-46) 


3. Moses killed the Egyptian: 


gt oles Ya HG Gul de we & GN y 
ye GM thes o oi Fora eran NY etants ot At 
Sie Á SLE ye & ie IE a walt is OH a 

o : paal] 4 fer mies x 


gAnd he entered the city at a time of unawareness of its 
people: and he found there two men fighting, — one of his 
party [his religion — from the Children of Israel], and the 
other of his foes. The man of his [own] party asked him for 
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help against his foe, so Moosa [Moses] struck him with his 
fist and killed him. He said, “This is of Shaytan’s [Satan] 
doing: verily, he is a plain misleading enemy.’’} 
(Qur’an 28:15) 
4. David made a hasty judgement before hearing from the second 
party of the dispute, 
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€And has the news of the litigants reached you? When they 
climbed over the wall into [his] Mihrab [a praying place or a 
private room]; When they entered the place of Dawood 
[David], he was terrified of them. They said, “Fear not! [We 
are] two litigants, one of whom has wronged the other, 
therefore judge between us with truth, and treat us not with 
injustice, and guide us to the Right Way. Verily, this my 
brother [in religion] has ninety-nine ewes, while I have 
[only] one ewe, and he says, ‘Hand it over to me, and he 
overpowered me in speech.’” [Dawood (David)] said 
{immediately without listening to the opponent], “He has 
wronged you in demanding your ewe in addition to his 
ewes. And, verily many partners oppress one another, 
except those who believe and do righteous good deeds, and 
they are few.” And Dawood [David] guessed that We had 
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tried him and he sought Forgiveness of his Lord, and he fell 
down prostrate and turned [to Allah] in repentance.} 
(Qur’an 38:21-24) 


5. Allah (4) reproached the Prophet on the following: 
5.a. Forbidding for himself what Allah (4%) has allowed to him: 
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4O’ Prophet! Why do you forbid [for yourself] that which 
Allah has allowed to you, seeking to please your wives? 
And Allah is Oft- Forgiving, All-Merciful.} (Qur'an 66:1) 


5.b. Frowning at Ibn Umm Maktoom: 
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<[The Prophet] frowned and turned away. Because there 
came to him the blind man [i.e. ‘Abdullah ibn Umm 
Maktoom, who came to the Prophet while he was preaching 
to one or some of Quraysh chiefs]. And how can you know 
that he might become pure [from sins]? Or he might receive 
admonition, and the admonition might profit him?) 
(Qur'an 80:1-4) 


5.c. Accepting the ransom from the prisoners taken at battle of 
Badr: 
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«Were it not a previous ordainment from Allah, a severe 
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torment would have touched you for what you took.) 
(Qur’an 8:68) 


But such minor sins do not disqualify the Prophets from receiving 
their divine assignment or from being the ideal example they must set 
for mankind It is noteworthy however, that these minor sins were not 
kept hidden, but were revealed by Allah (4) who drew the Prophets’ 
attention to them and reproached them for their slip-ups. Therefore, 
we are not commanded to follow the Prophets in such behaviour. 
These minor sins were either oversights or actions taken with good 
intentions for Allah’s sake but had gone awry. 


Moreover, mmor sins do not contradict with perfection as long 
as they are followed by sincere repentance, 
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«Except those who repent and believe [in Islamic 
Monotheism], and do nghteous deeds; for those, Allah will 
change their sins into good deeds.) (Qur'an 25:70) 


Wherever the Qur’an mentions such minor sins committed by 
the Prophets, there is also mention of their repentance and return to 
Allah (4). Adam and his wife said: 
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Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us 


not, and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly 
be of the losers.} (Qur’an 7:23) 
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Nooh [Noah] said, “O’ my Lord! I seek refuge with You 
from asking You that of which I have no knowledge. And 
unless You forgive me and have Mercy on me, I will indeed 
be one of the losers.” (Qur'an 11:47) 


Abraham (33:) said: 
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Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and [all] the 
believers on the Day when the reckoning will be 
established. (Qur’an 14:41) 
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{And who, I hope, will forgive me my faults on the Day of 
Recompense, [the Day of Resurrection]. (Qur'an 26:82) 


Dhun-Noon [Jonah (3%)] said: 
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d... None has the right to be worshipped but You [O° Allah], 
Glorified [and Exalted] are You [above all that (evil) they 
associate with You]! Truly, I have been of the wrong-doers.) 

(Qur’an 21:87) 


The Almighty Allah said about Prophet David: 
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d... He sought Forgiveness of his Lord, and fell down 
prostrate and turned [to Allah] in repentance. So We forgave 
him that, and verily, for him is a near access to Us, and a 
good place of [final] return [Paradise]. (Qur'an 38:24-25) 


Solomon (3%) said: 
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such as shall not belong to any other after me: Verily, You 
are the Bestower.} (Qur’an 38:35) 


Moses (3) said: 
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«My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself, so forgive me.} 
(Qur’an 28:16) 


And: 


[vey sate] 


d... I turn to You in repentance and I am the first of the 
believers.} (Qur’an 7:143) 


The Mu‘tazilah confirm another dimension of impeccability 
pertaining to the Prophets’ physical constitution. They believe that 
Prophets should be free from deformities that make the people feel 
distaste for them. There is no doubt that this physical impeccability 
helps the Prophets fulfil their duties in a perfect manner. Perfection 
has moral as well as physical aspects, and the Prophets are the 
worthiest of both. 
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Second part: Infallibility in conveyance 


This is Allah’s protection for His Prophets allowing them to 
convey the Message, it includes: 


— Protection from forgetfulness, false dispatches, and concealment. 
— Support and immunization to evil from men and jinn who attempt 
to alter the Revelation or impede the Prophets’ conveyance of it. 


In my opinion, this is exclusive to Prophet Muhammad (2), 
because the preservation of the former Books was entrusted to the 
rabbis, the Almighty Allah says: 
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4... And the rabbis and the priests, [too judged for the Jews 
by the Zawrat [Torah] after those Prophets, for to them was 
entrusted the protection of Allah’s Book...} (Qur'an 5:44) 


The infallibility of Prophets with respect to conveyance is 
known and proven by doctrine, logic, and consensus. The Qur’an 
tells us that the Prophets are infallible: 
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We shall make you to recite [the Qur’an], so you [O’ 
Muhammad] shall not forget [It]. Except what Allah may 
will...) (Qur'an 87:6-7) 


About accumulating the Revelation in the heart of the Prophet, 
Allah (4) says: 
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Move not your tongue concerning [the Qur’an, O’ 
Muhammad] to make haste therewith. It is for Us to collect 
it and to give you [O° Muhammad] the ability to recite it 
[the Qur’an]. And when We have recited it to you [O’ 
Muhammad through Jibreel (Gabriel)], then follow its [the 
Qur’an’s] recital.) (Qur'an 75:16-18) 


And about the guarantee of conveyance, Allah (4%) says: 
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dO’ Messenger [Muhammad]! Proclaim [the Message] 
which has been sent down you to you from your Lord. And 
if you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message...) 

(Qur'an 5:67) 


About the impossibility of falsifying the Revelation, Allah (4) says: 
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€And if he [Muhammad] had forged a false saying 
concerning Us [Allah]. We surely would have seized him by 
his right hand [or with power and might]. And then We 
certainly would have cut off his life artery [aorta].} 
(Qur'an 69: 44-46) 


And then there is this comprehensive Qur’anic verse: 
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Nor does he speak of [his own] desire. It is only a 
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Revelation revealed.} (Qur’an 53:3-4) 


About the guarantee of conveyance and protection from evil 
men and jinn Allah (4) says: 
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d... Allah will protect you from mankind...) (Qur’an 5:67) 
And: 
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<[He Alone is] the All-Knower of the Ghayb [Unseen], and 
He reveals to none His Ghayb [Unseen]. Except to a 
Messenger [from mankind] whom He has chosen, [He 
informs him of unseen as much as He likes], and then He 
makes a band of watching guards [angels] to march before 
him and behind him. [He (Allah) protects them (the 
Messengers)], till He sees that they [the Messengers] have 
conveyed the Messages of their Lord [Allah]. And He 
[Allah] surrounds all that which is with them, and He 
[Allah] keeps count of all things [i.e. knows the exact 
number of everything.} (Qur’an 72: 26-28) 


Common sense also obligates us to admit this infallibility 
since the purpose of prophethood and messengership cannot be 
realised without it. It has also been proven that the Muslim 
community is unanimous about the Prophets’ infallibility in 
conveying Allah’s Messages. 
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It can be said that moral infallibility and infallibility in 
conveying the Message are not only a source of pride for the theme 
“prophethood in Islam,” but is also a unique feature of the Islamic 
conception of prophethood not found in other ideologies or former 
conceptions in the history of religion and prophethood in the world. 


This conception is the only guarantee for humanity as it 
submits to the infallible Revelation in terms of its reception, 
conveyance, and existence, and which is proclaimed by an infallible 
and perfect Messenger worthy of being followed. 


4. The Seal of Prophethood 
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«Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but he is 
the Messenger of Allah and the last [end] of the Prophets... 
(Qur’an 33:40) 


The belief that Muhammad (#¢) is the last of the Prophets 
constitutes one of the most essential pillars of the Islamic faith and 
the Islamic civilisation. This creed remains beyond arguments and 
doubts among the different Muslim sects because of strong 
supporting evidence from the Qur’an, Sunnah, along with common 
sense and consensus. Allah (3%) says: 
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Muhammad is not the father any of your men, but he is the 


p 
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Messenger of Allah and the last [end] of the Prophets...} 
(Qur’an 33:40) 


And the Prophet (8) said: “My similitude in comparison with the 
other Prophets before me is that of a man who has built a nice and 
beautiful house, but left out one brick in a comer. The people go 
around it and marvel at its beauty, but say, ‘If only that brick would 
be placed!’ I am that brick, and I am the seal (end) of the Prophets.” 
(Saheeh Bukhari, vol. 4, hadith no. 331) 


He (%4) also said: “There will be thirty liars (false prophets) in 
my nation, who will allege that they are Prophets, but I am the last of 
the Prophets and there will be no Prophet after me.” And, “I was 
favoured over all the prophets with six merits: I was blessed with 
comprehensive speech. I was made triumphant by terror (cast in the 
hearts of my foes), spoils were made permissible to me, the earth was 
made a purifier and a place of prostration for me, I was sent to all of 
humanity, and I am the last of the prophets.” (Saheeh Bukhari) 


Common sense proves that Muhammad (2), is the last of the 
Prophets and that his Message is the last of Messages, because of its 
comprehensive characteristics that satisfy the needs of mankind and 
the requirements of mind, soul, and body. 


However, there are other proofs that, he is the final Prophet. 
His Book (Qur’an), Message and Biography are protected to the 
smallest detail and feature in such an obvious manner that whoever is 
seeking guidance can easily find it in original form. This protection 
made it pointless to wait for the advent of a new Prophet to make 
clarifications or show alterations. 


There is unanimity among Muslims that Muhammad (2%) is 
the last of the Prophets, and any one who claims prophethood after 
him is a liar and a disbeliever. Abu Haneefah was told about a man 
who claimed to be a Prophet and asked the people to give him some 
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time to show them the signs. Abu Haneefah said: “He who asks him 
to show a sign has apostatized.” 


Other evidence includes the characteristics and fundamentals 
of Islam that made it eternal and prevalent over all other religions 
because of its conformity with the human natural disposition which 
finds no recourse but to follow it and submit to it. 


These proofs are useful for non-Muslim researchers, since they 
are convincing answers to those who doubt Islam’s capability to lead 
humanity, or its superior merits to those of other religions. Such 
merits can be summarised as follows: 


1. Islam’s merits pertaining to the pillars of Faith: 


lst- Tawheed (Monotheism): followers of other religions paid no 
attention to the use of intellect m deducing the Oneness of Allah 
(42), as did the Muslim theologians. 


2nd- Confirmation of Messengers: Not one of the other religions 
is free from immoderation or negligence except Islam. 


3rd- Confirmation of the Angels: all religions have faulty beliefs 
in angels, except Islam. 


4th- Confirmation of the Books: the Qur’an has got virtues and 
merits that exceed all the other Books. 


Sth- Confirmation of Resurrection: Islam is incomparable with 
respect to this point. 


2. The merits of Islam; pertaming to worship: 


If the worthiest religion of survival is the one that is moderate, 
then the Islamic observances are the best, psychologically, 
physically, and financially both in quantity and in quality. 


3. The merits of Islam pertaining to the political system: 
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Islam is the top religion with respect to politics and governance. 
Waging war is permitted only to make Allah’s word prevail, and 
a state is established only to implement Allah’s Law on earth, 
which makes the rule of Islam a Mercy to mankind. 


4. The merits of Islam pertaining to the social system: 


Islam is characterised with care and assistance to the poor and 
needy and equality before the law. 


5. The merits of Islam pertaining to development: 


Islam spread wealth and development in all the inhabited areas 
where it was propagated and followed. 


6. The merits of Islam; pertaining to knowledge: 


Islam’s achievements in the field of religious and material 
sciences are greater than those of any other religion. 


The fact that Muhammad (£) is the last of the Prophets has 
many effects on the Muslim community, including: 


1. That faith becomes the distinctive criterion between Muslims and 
non-Muslims, Muhammad Iqbal says: “The belief that Muhammad 
(%£) is the last of the Prophets and Messengers is what distinguishes 
Muslims from non-Muslims. The Brahmahs, for instance, believe in 
Allah and that Muhammad is one of His Prophets, nevertheless, they 
are not Muslims, because like Qadyanis, they do not believe that 
Muhammad (3) is the last of the Prophets and Messengers. I do not 
know of any Muslim sect that dares go beyond this dividing line. The 
Baha’ists in Iran explicitly reject the principle of the last 
prophethood, and at the same time they admit that they belong to 
another nation and that they are not Muslims.” 


2. It shielded the Muslim community from the evils and religious, 
moral and social problems in the communities where the issue of the 
last prophethood is not settled. 
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3. It contributed to the flourishing of the scientific civilisation and 
ideological progress in the Muslim world. Its effect extended beyond 
the metaphysics as a religious faith, to the various fields of the 
Islamic civilisation. 


In addition to that, the belief in Muhammad (2%), as the last of 
the Prophets preserved his prophethood and protected it from the 
audacity of the false Prophets which was so common in Judaism and 
Christianity that it became necessary to set criteria for distinguishing 
between the true Prophets and the false ones. 


In his book The Last of the Prophets, Carsten Colpe mentions 
that the declaration of the end of prophethood in Islam is the only 
such declaration in the history of prophethood made by the 
concerned Prophet during his life, and recorded in his Book. It is 
extremely clear, precise, and unambiguous, and stands in clear 
contrast to the former declarations reached through deduction or 
analysis. 


Therefore, Muhammad’s claim that he is the last of the 
Prophets is not opposed by any strong argument from law or reason, 
be it by Muslims, Jews or Christians. 


It is proved in Judaism that there is an expected Prophet, while 
in Christianity there is no mention that Jesus is the last Prophet, 
therefore there is nothing that prevents Muhammad (#¢) from being 
the last of Prophets and Messengers. 


That is confirmed for the Prophet (3) in two ways: the first 
consists of the proofs and evidences which will be discussed in the 
third chapter, and the second is that the reasons for sending a Prophet 
after him are no longer valid, which usually are: 


1. That no Prophet has been sent to this nation, whereas the advent of 
such a Prophet is necessary to obtain the common benefit mentioned 
in the following Qur’anic verse: 
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[V race] holo op sy 
{And to every people there is a guide.) (Qur’an 13:7) 


2. Or that a former Prophet had conveyed the Message, but was later 
altered and obliterated in such a way that the people were no longer 
able to determine his authentic teachings and commands in order to 
follow them. 


3. Or that the teachings of the former Prophet or Prophets are 
incomplete, and need to be complemented to be rendered compatible 
with the requirements of the coming times. 


All these reasons were rendered null and void by the advent of 
Muhammad (3%). This becomes evident when we consider the 
following: 


1. It is known that the Prophet Muhammad (¢) mentioned that he 
had been sent to all mankind and jinn, Allah (4) says: 
VA te) AG sd Ol Ble Y) AIT Tp 


€And We have not sent you [O° Muhammad] except as a 
giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind...} 
(Qur'an 34:28) 


And: 
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Say [O° Muhammad], “O’ mankind! Verily, I am sent to 
you all as the Messenger of Allah — to whom belongs the 
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dominion of the heavens and the earth...” (Qur’an 7:158) 


CE Gr Cee G Ys DIS 8 CN SI a ol ae 
ea 


§S ay O si & 15 $ a GG ut 3? dl tay. Ate Gh 
EN 4O 5 V5 i napr x 


Say [O° Muhammad], “It has been revealed to me that a 
group [from three to ten in number] of jinn listened [to this 
Qur’an]. They said, “Verily, We have heard a wonderful 
Recitation [this Qur’an]!”’ It guides to the Right Path, and 
we have believed therein, and we shall never join [in 
worship] anything with our Lord [Allah].” And He, exalted 
is the Majesty of our Lord, has taken neither a wife nor a son 


for offspring or children]. (Qur'an 72:1-3) 
iy I a as 4 Le ob Gp pil Te ES d 
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{And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will 
never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be 
one of the losers.) (Qur'an 3:85) 


The Prophet (:¢) said: “I was favoured over all the prophets 
with six merits: I was blessed with comprehensive speech. I was 
made triumphant by terror (cast in the hearts of my foes), spoils were 
made permissible to me, the earth was made a purifier and a place of 
prostration for me, I was sent to all of humanity, and I am the last of 
the prophets.” 


The Prophet (3) implemented this claim and sent messages to 
Heraclius, the Roman king, Maqocas, ruler of Egypt, Hesro, king of 
Persia and others inviting them to Islam. 


2. Fair non-Muslim scholars have subjected the Qur’anic texts to the 
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criteria of the science of history and analysis of texts, and concluded 
that the Qur’anic texts have remained protected from alteration and 
change as received from the Prophet Muhammad (3%). 


The preservation of the Qur’an in this precise and miraculous 
manner is not attributed to the genius of Arabs or Muslims, but to the 
Almighty Allah who took upon Himself the protection of this book. 


The transmission and succession of the Qur’anic text is 
attributable to the miraculous protection mentioned in the Qur’an 
itself, the Almighty Allah says: 


[4 sl 4 Shad 45 SH GF 34 yp 


4Verily, We it is Who sent down the Dhikr [i.e. the Qur’an] 
and surely, We will guard it [from corruption].} 


(Qur'an 15:9) 

And: 
eG 8k ot & DT ah O ye ES d 
[£y-€) :c hail ale 


d... It is an honourable well-fortified respected Book. 
Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it...) 
(Qur'an 41:41-42) 


The miracle of preserving the Qur’an accompanied its revelation and 
instillment in the Prophet’s heart, the Almighty Allah says: 


r 


Bb O ai on ey A a G Kl aa 12 vp 
Davu 4A AG EY 2 OS he i 
{Move not your tongue concerning [the Qur’an, O’ 


Muhammad] to make haste therewith. It is for us to collect it 
and to give you [O° Muhammad] the ability to recite it [the 
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Qur’an]. And when We have recited it to you [O’ 
Muhammad through Jibreel (Gabriel)], then follow its [the 
Qur’an’s] recital. Then it is for Us [Allah] to make it clear 
[to you].} (Qur'an 75:16-19) 


The preservation of the Qur’an against forgetfulness is 
included, Allah (4) says: 


[1 : bei] 4O G5 KBE 


We shall make you to recite [the Qur’an], so you [O’ 
Muhammad] shall not forget [it].} (Qur’an 87:6) 


Allah (4) made it easy for Muslims to memorise the Qur’an. 
Millions of Muslims today know the whole Qur’an by heart. Allah 


(4%) says: 
OV call RO) SE me SG Sa Ai CH sah 


And We have indeed made the Qur’an easy to understand 
and remember; then is there any one who will remember [or 
receive admonition]?} (Qur'an 54:17) 


The Qur’an was collected by means of an unprecedented 
documentation during the time of the Caliph Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq 
and during the time of Caliph ‘Uthman an authentic and well verified 
copy was written and all the other copies were burnt. 


The Qur’an continued to be preserved in the hearts of Muslims 
and in books cared for by states, nations and governments through 
the generations to our present day. In recent times, Allah (4) has 
facilitated the protection of the Qur’an by a new means; that is 
through advanced technology in printing, cassettes and computers. 
The protection against change and alteration is not only limited to the 
Noble Qur’an which is the constitution of Islam, but also includes the 
Prophet’s Sunnah (traditions, legal ways) and his biography. John 
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Davenport wrote: “It is safe to say that no biography of any legislator 
or conqueror was written in such a precise, well documented manner 
as that of Muhammad (2).” 


The protection of the Prophet’s Sunnah and biography is not 
only a source of pride for Muslims but also a unique advantage 
unknown to other religions. In his book Prophethood in Islam, 
‘Abdul Hameed Siddeeghi says: “In the history of religions, 
Muhammad (#¢%) is known as the only Prophet whose biography is 
written in a detailed and documented way that made him qualified to 
be the role model for mankind. Muhammad is the only Prophet 
whose followers have preserved all his words and deeds with 
precision and verification based on reliable transmission records. 
Then they were transmitted from one generation to another in a 
manner worthy of such a sacred trust.” 


3. That Islam is a perfect religion and humanity needs no other 
religion to organise life’s affairs and to guarantee happiness in the 
Hereafter. Allah (4%) says: 


r A vc re, "he, A oot c 7 25x ok Ar? 
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q... This day, I have perfected your religion for you, 


completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you 
Islam as your religion...) (Qur'an 5:3) 


And, 
on cr LA Za 47 om eae a 
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d... It [the Qur’an] is not a forged statement but a 
confirmation of [Allah’s existing Books] which were before 
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it [i.e. Zawrat (Torah), the Injeel (Gospel) and other 
Scriptures of Allah] and a detailed explanation of 
everything and a guide and Mercy for the people who 
believe.) (Qur’an 12:111) 


And, 
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d... And We have sent down to you the Book [the Qur’an] as 
an exposition of everything, a guidance a mercy, and glad 
tidings for those who have submitted themselves [to Allah 
as Muslims]. (Qur'an 16:89) 


The Prophet (38%) died after having clarified the principles as 
well as the branches of Islam and there is no need for any addition. 
Abu Dharr (4) narrated: “Muhammad (3) left us, but even a 
movement of a bird’s wings reminds us of knowledge conveyed by 


29 


him. 


Seetion Two: 
Allegations against 
the Prophethood 
of Muhammad 


Allegations against the 
Prophethood of Muhammad 


SAAS BS tail At 3 LR ob Ay 
[YY 225 55] 4@ Oy eS i Hear 
«They [the disbelievers] want to extinguish Allah’s Light 
[with which Muhammad has been sent — Islamic 
Monotheism] with their mouths, but Allah will not allow 


except that His Light should be perfected even though the 
KGfiroon [disbelievers] hate [it].} (Qur’an 9:32) 


The people of the book knew from the Torah and other Books 
that a Prophet was to come. It is mentioned in the Torah and Old 
Testament what the Lord had told Moses about him. “T will send them 
a Prophet from among their brothers, like you. I will put My words in 
his mouth, and he will tell them all that I will command. Whoever 
does not hear the speech that he delivers on my behalf, I will call him 
to account.” (Deuteronomy, v.18-19) When John and Jesus were 
sent, the people knew that neither one was the man mentioned by the 
Lord to Moses since they were both from the Children of Israel. Had 
the Lord meant that he would from among them, He (4) would have 
said “from yourselves” or “from you.” Furthermore, John and Jesus 
were not like Moses in that they did not have the same capacity as a 
leader and in war expertise and did not have the same kind of 
miracles. Allah (4) did not destroy the foes of John and Jesus and 
those who revolted against them, and they did not abrogate the Torah. 
The coming Prophet that was mentioned to Moses was the one who 
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would abrogate the Torah and establish a new law that was to be 
followed just as Moses predicted. 


Therefore at the appearance of Muhammad (2), the people of 
the scriptures were certain that he was the one for whom they were 
waiting. He came with a new law abrogating the former ones, and 
had personal and physical qualities that made him similar to Moses. 
They expected him to side with them and show partiality in their 
favour. Consequently, when nothing of that happened, they started 
making allegations and spreading suspicions against his Message and 
against him in person. 


The allegations that were made against him can be put into two 
categories: 


First, suspicions were spread about the authenticity of the Prophet’s 
Message and its divine source. They denied that the Prophet (8%) was 
sent by Allah (4%) and tried to throw doubt on the manifestation of 
the Revelation witnessed by the Prophet’s companions. Some of 
them said he suffered from epilepsy, some said they were 
hallucinations, and others said it was a mental disorder. Shaykh 
Rasheed Rida refuted all these allegations in his book, The 
Revelation to Muhammad (3). 


Secondly, suspicions about the value and content of the Message 
were introduced. They denied that the Qur’an was sent by Allah (4) 
and said that it was either composed by Muhammad (2) or taught to 
him by the monks. They also said that Islam was derived from the 
teachings of Judaism and Christianity. The allegations of Islam’s foes 
against Muhammad (%) and his message are summarized in the 
following six allegations. 
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The First Allegation: 


Jewish and Christian Laws are Everlasting 


The Jewish writer Ibn Kammunah summarised this allegation 
when he said, “How can the law of Muhammad (3%) be authentic in 
spite of the extensive and successive transmission, both in Judaism 
and Christianity, that the validity of their laws will continue until the 
Day of Resurrection?” This allegation is refuted by the fact that the 
belief in the expected Messiah is one of the strongest beliefs held by 
the Jews. It has become one of the pillars of faith in Judaism through 
theoretical structure and doctrinal conception. Its principles were 
given their final form by the scholar Moosa ibn Maymoon who called 
them the thirteen prmciples constituting the foundation of the Jewish 
religion. 


The Jews expected the Messiah to come in one of the three 
following forms: 


1. A king 


The Jews still expect the advent of the Messiah in the forin of a 
king. This idea is taken from a number of texts. For example, the 
Book of Ermia states, “Days will come when the Lord will say: ‘I will 
make for David a dutiful plant (offspring), and he will have a 
kingdom that he will run with wisdom. He will establish judgement 
and obedience on earth. During his days Judah will be saved and will 
settle in Israel in security.” The Book of Psalms says, “The Lord said 
to my master: sit at my right side and I shall cast your foes under your 
feet. The Lord extends the sceptre of your might from Zion to 
overcome your foes.” It seems that this idea emerged as a result of 
the political and military failure of the Kingdom of the Children of 
Israel. They had become fugitives and captives. The Jewish ideology 
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then turned to expect a new form of salvation. There would be a 
universal disaster that destroys the whole world and after that the 
Lord would establish His kingdom and proclaim Jerusalem as its 
capital and govern the world from the Mount of Zion. They believe 
that this would be preceded or accompanied by the arrival of a Jewish 
king sent from heaven to lead the Jews and place them at the top of 
the human hierarchy. This idea has now been transformed, and the 
hope that used to be for the Messiah is now called “Zionism.” The 
objective of this movement is to bring back the Jews to their national 
life in the land of Palestine and to re-establish Israel. 


2. A priest 


There is also the expectation that the Messiah will come in the 
form of a priest. This is based on a number of texts. The Book of 
Zachariya claims, “In this manner did the Lord of powers speak 
saying: ‘This is the man named the plant. He grows by himself and 
builds the temple of the Lord. He will have majesty and sit on the 
throne and rule. The priest also will be on his throne, and then a 
completed peace will be between them.” (Chapter 6, pp 12-13) The 
Book of Psalms reads, “You had the leadership when you were born 
in the glory of holiness from the womb. At dawn you were born, and 
the Lord swore and will not regret. Forever you will be a priest in the 
rank of a truthful king.” (Chapter 110, pp 3-4) According to a 
number of studies, the emergence of this form is attributed to the 
successful revolution of the sacerdotal family of Hashmoon that 
established a rule that was independent from the Greek Empire and 
that lasted for about a century. 


3. A prophet 


There is also the belief that he may appear as a prophet. This is 
based on the text mentioned from Deuteronomy: “I will send them a 
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Prophet from among their brothers, like unto you. I will put My 
words in his mouth. He will convey to them all my commands, and 
whoever disobeys the speech he tells on my behalf, I will call him to 
account.” Six centuries after the recording of this text, another text 
appeared in the community of faith that lived in Qamaran in Jordan; 
“The righteous people should live according to the old law (that was) 
made to put-in-order the life of the primary society till the Prophet 
and the two Messiahs come from Aaron and Israel.” (E. Lohse, Die 
Texte aus Qumran, 1QS9, 10-11) 


The two texts state that the expected Prophet will have the 
authority to command and forbid. He will call to a new law that will 
not please the Jews, because it will be conflicting with their law. As a 
result, they may attempt to revolt against it. That is why the Lord 
warns them that whoever does not follow the Prophet and act 
according to his law will be punished. 


The history of the Children of Israel also confirms the faith in 
the expected prophet. The religious history of the Jews tells about a 
number of people who claimed prophethood. The Jewish historian 
Yoosufus mentioned in his book The History of the Jews the 
following people who claimed prophethood. 


— Yashil in Jerusalem 


— Yonatan. He led a group of Jews through the Sinai in a miraculous 
exodus similar to the exodus of Moses and the Children of Israel 
from Egypt. 


— Theodas. He crossed with his followers the river Jordan in a 
miracle similar to that of Yushua. 


— The prophet of Samaria emerged in the year 36 during the rule of 
Pilates. 


In more recent history there was also one man (Natan) who 
proclaimed prophethood in 1668. He was followed by the fake 
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Messiah Sabbatai Zwi. Due to the fact that they were expecting a 
prophet, some of the Jews followed both Islam and Christianity when 
Jesus and later Muhammad (peace upon them) appeared. If all the 
Jews did not follow John, Jesus or Muhammad (£), it is because 
they altered the function of the expected Prophet and alleged that his 
mission was to liberate the Jews and take them to the top of the 
human hierarchy. None of the three Prophets called for that. On the 
contrary John called them to repent from their sins and purify 
themselves. Jesus told them that his kingdom was not in this world. 
Muhammad (38%) denounced them for altering Allah’s Words, killing 
the Prophets, alleging that they killed Jesus and lying against Mary. 
He also invited them to Islam where all people are equal regardless of 
their race or colour and where the only criteria for having merit is 
doing righteous deeds. 


As for the Christians, their claim is based on their belief that 
Jesus is Allah’s Word that became a human being. Allah has therefore 
said everything and no other word will be said. A priest named John 
spoke about this in Spain during the sixteenth century. “After having 
told the fathers many times in many ways about the Prophets, Allah 
told us at the end of these days about a son whom He made the 
inheritor of everything, and by whom He created all creatures.” He 
added, “From the time that Allah has sent us His son, His Word, He 
has had no other word to give. He has said everything through this 
Word. All that He had told to the Prophets piece by piece, He says 
now as a whole in His son. If we ask Allah (after that) for a vision or a 
Revelation, it would not be only a blunder but also a blasphemy 
against Allah.” This statement made by John the priest nullifies the 
Lord’s attribute of speech. In addition, it is necessary to consider the 
following facts: 


First, the Prophet Jesus (3) never said that he was the last of the 
Prophets. On the contrary, he explicitly stated that an educator and a 
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guide would come to lead mankind. “It is better for you that I go. If I 
do not go, the righteous paraclitus will not come. However if I go, I 
will send him to you. When he comes, he will lead you to the whole 
truth, because he does not speak of himself, but only tells you what 
he hears and only speaks about what will happen.” (The Gospel of 
John 61, v. 7-14) The qualities defined by Jesus for the educator and 
guide are found in Muhammad (£). This shall be explained in details 
later. 


Secondly, the claim that Jesus (42) is the last Prophet is against the 
concepts of prophethood in Christianity. It also makes null and void 
the claim that the Messiah’s twelve Messengers, Prophets and 
instructors depend upon revelation and the Holy Spirit in their 
missions. 


Thirdly, the church admits that there is need for a “special revelation” 
which is necessary to complete the general one by clarifying its 
incomprehensible parts and to solve the problems that occur during 
the process of Christianity and which cannot be solved by the general 
Revelation. 


Lastly, not one of the Holy Books from all over the world contains a 
text stating with certainty that the person sent with such a Book is the 
last of the Prophets, except the Holy Qur’an. 


It is clear that this allegation is intended to challenge the 
Prophet of Islam. Nevertheless, it is a groundless argument that has 
neither proofs nor evidence. The only motive of that allegation is 
absolute rejection as is seen in the book entitled, The Principles of 
Faith issued by the Vatican. It states, “The Christian Faith cannot 
accept any kind of revelation that corresponds to or tops the 
revelation of the Messiah, such as that on which non-Christian 
religions and sects are based.” 
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The Second Allegation: 
There is No Need for His Message 


The essence of this allegation is that there are two divine laws: 
“There is the law of justice and the law of Clemency. Since Allah is 
Just and Generous, He wanted to make His Justice apparent to his 
creation by sending Moses to the Children of Israel. He established 
the law of justice and commanded them to implement it until it 
became steadfast in them. Since perfection is an attribute of Allah 
(4), then the law of Clemency which was the perfection of the law 
of Justice, must be sent by the Most Perfect. Thus it is He alone who 
has the power to establish it. Being the Generous, He offered the best 
He has: His Word. Therefore He made it a tangible creation by which 
His Power and Generosity would be apparent. Furthermore, since 
there is no creation greater than man, He united with the human 
nature in the Virgin Mary. After this perfection, there can be nothing 
added. Therefore all the former messages are incomplete, and any 
messages that come after it will have to take from it. This is because 
they are inferior to it and an excess that nobody needs.” (The Letter 
of Paul, the Antioch; Pp. 25, 26) 


This allegation can be refuted in several ways. There are really 
three laws: a law of justice alone, a law of clemency alone and a law 
that combines both justice and clemency. This is the law of the 
Qur’an which enjoins justice and calls for clemency. It cannot be 
denied that both Moses and Jesus enjoined justice and called for 
clemency. Whoever says that Jesus enjoined clemency and forbade 
the oppressed to take revenge on the one who wronged him or that 
Moses did not call for clemency, is accusing the laws of these 
Prophets of shortcomings. 


The truth is that justice is more frequently mentioned in the 
Torah, while clemency is more frequently mentioned in the Gospel. 
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The Qur’an combined these two qualities in a perfect manner. It 
indicates that the blissful dwellers of Paradise are two groups: one 1s 
the pious and just while the other is those who are closer to Allah by 
being quick to do the good. The first degree is achieved through 
justice by observing all commands and leaving the prohibitions. The 
second degree is achieved by clemency in that they perform the 
obligations and do voluntary worship and abstain from the 
prohibitions and anything that is considered questionable. The 
perfect law of Islam combines justice and clemency. Allah (4) says: 


[NYT : adi] iy cae G jhe als ASE 35) 


And if you punish [your enemy, O’ you believers in the 
Oneness of Allah], then punish them with the like of that 
with which you were afflicted...) (Our’an 16:126) 


This is justice. Then He (4) says: 


ee hig Gal FB 2K op 
d... But if you endure patiently, verily, it is better for as- 
Sdbiroon [the patient].} (Qur’an 16:126) 


This is clemency. And He (ağ) says: 
[£0 3s] 44 VER E A E nth 
{But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it 
shall be for him expiation...} (Qur’an 5:45) 
That is justice, but He (4) also says: 


d... But whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his 
reward is with Allah...> (Qur’an 42:40) 


In regards to Allah’s commands and prohibitions, there are two 
viewpoints. The first states that all is decided according to Allah’s 
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will regardless of the people’s welfare. The second states that Allah 
(4%) has sent the Prophets and sent down the Books to command the 
people to do what is beneficial for them and refrain from what is 
harmful. Allah (4) says: 


[yey ekg sO Gull 25 Vy AICS Hp 


And We have sent you [O° Muhammad] not but as a mercy 
for the ‘Alameen [mankind, jinn and all that exists], 
(Qur’an 21:107) 
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Then if there comes to you guidance from Me, then 
whoever follows My Guidance he shall neither go astray, 
nor shall be distressed. But whosoever turns away from My 
Reminder [i.e. neither believes in this Qur’an nor acts on its 
teachings], verily, for him is a life of hardship, and We shall 
raise him up blind on the Day of Resurrection. He will say, 
“O’ my Lord! Why have you raised me up blind, while I had 
sight [before]?” [Allah] will say, “Like this. Our Ayat 
[proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs revelations, etc.] 
came unto you, but you disregarded them [i.e. you left them, 
did not think deeply in them, and you turned away from 
them], and so this Day, you will be neglected [in the Hell- 
fire, away from Allah’s Mercy].’’} (Qur’an 20:123-126) 


According to the first verse, no one has the right to ask why the 
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Prophets were sent. However according to the second, sending the 
Prophet Muhammad (g) has many more benefits and wisdom than 
in the cases of Moses (4) and Jesus (4%) in regards to this world 
and the Hereafter. 


The Qur’an mentions the Resurrection, describes Hell and 
Paradise, tells the stories of the Prophets, reveals Allah’s names and 
attributes, explains the angels and their categories, sheds light on the 
jinn and their creation, confirms monotheism with proof, refers to 
the former religions, argues with the Prophets’ opposition, gives 
evidence for the principles of religions, makes the pure permissible 
and forbids the impure, accepts the blood-money for murder, and 
informs mankind of many other things which were not mentioned in 
the Torah. As for the Gospel, it is not an independent law; the 
majority of it consists of referrals to the Torah. In general it is 
characterised by calling for good conduct and morals, the desired 
renunciation of the worldly pleasures, and allowing some of the 
things that had been prohibited. However all of this is present in the 
Qur’an and in a more perfect manner. 


The laws of Moses and Jesus (peace be upon them) would 
have been sufficient had they been protected and implemented. Most 
of their features have disappeared, and a great portion of their 
contents was altered. As a result of that, there was great disagreement 
among the Christians about the Messiah and other issues. Allah (4) 
says: 
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And from those who call themselves Christians, We took 
their covenant but they have abandoned a good part of the 
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Message that was sent to them. So We planted amongst 
them enmity and hatred till the Day of Resurrection [when 
they discarded Allah’s Book, disobeyed Allah’s Messengers 
and His Orders and transgressed beyond bounds in Allah’s 
disobedience]; And Allah will inform them of what they 
used to do.} (Our’an 5:14) 


By the time Muhammad (£) appeared, the people were in an 
imperious need for a messenger. They were either illiterate people, 
who had no Book, living in polytheism and worshipping idols, or 
people of a Book that they had changed and altered its laws and 
confused the truth with falsehood. 


Allah sent Muhammad (#¢) with a Book that was revealed as a 
confirmation of the former Books and that distinguished between 
truth and falsehood, guidance and aberration. Allah (4) says: 
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4O’ people of the Scripture [Jews and Christians]! Now has 
come to you Our Messenger [Muhammad] explaining to 
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you much of that which you used to hide from the Scripture 
and passing over [i.e., leaving out without explaining] 
much. Indeed, there has come to you from Allah a light 
[Prophet Muhammad] and a plain Book [this Qur’an]. 
Wherewith Allah guides all those who seek His Good 
Pleasure to ways of peace, and He brings them out of 
darkness by His Will unto light and guides them to the 
Straight way [Islamic Monotheism]. Surely, in disbelief are 
they who say that Allah is the Messiah, son of Maryam 
[Mary]. Say [O° Muhammad]: “Who then has the least 
power against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son 
of Maryam [Mary], his mother, and all those who are on the 
earth together?” And to Allah belongs the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth, and all that is between them. He 
creates what He wills. And Allah is Able to do all things. 
And [both] the Jews and the Christians say: “We are the 
children of Allah and His loved ones.” Say: “Why then 
does He punish you for your sins?” Nay, you are but human 
beings of those He has created, He forgives whom He wills 
and He punishes whom He wills. And to Allah belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them; and to Him is the return [of all]. O people of 
the Scripture [Jews and Christians]! Now has come you Our 
Messenger [Muhammad] making [things] clear unto you, 
after a break in [the series of] Messengers, lest you say: 
“There came unto us no bringer of glad tidings and no 
Warner. But now has come unto you a bringer of glad 
tidings and a Warner. And Allah is Able to do all things.” 

(Qur’an 5:15-19) 


In the law of the Torah, severity prevails and in the law of the 
Gospel clemency is dominant. Whereas the law of the Qur’an is 
moderate, somewhere between the two. Allah (4) says: 
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<Thus we have made you [true Muslims — real believers of 
Islamic Monotheism, true followers of Prophet Muhammad 
and his Sunnah (legal ways)], a just [and the best] nation, 
that you be witnesses over mankind...) (Qur'an 2:143) 


Describing the nation of Muhammad (£), Allah (4) says: 
tt ser wire DAZ os LP: Bo k ere 4 Far Ers A Az grv 
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<Muhamunad is the Messenger of Allah. And those who are 
with him are severe against disbelievers and merciful 
among themselves...) (Qur’an 48:29) 
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€... Allah will bring a people whom He will love and they 
will love Him; humble towards the believers, stern towards 
the disbelievers...» (Qur'an 5:54) 


One of the features of the Islamic law is that it combines 
clemency, forgiveness and good morals in a way greater than the 
Gospel; and severity, strife and strict implementation of rules in a 
way greater than the Torah. That is why it is said that Moses (3) is 
sent with exaltedness, Jesus (3) with gracefulness and Muhammad 
(2) with perfection. 


Allah’s Benevolence to His slaves includes bestowing 
clemency on them and there are two kinds. First, there is the blessing 
of having their needs satisfied. For exainple, they are given 
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sustenance to prevent hunger and victory to be safe against their foes. 
Secondly, there are blessings which enable people to achieve a higher 
status. By sending Muhammad (3%), the two kinds of favours were 
realised. The people (both illiterate and those of the scripture) used to 
live in ignorance and aberration. There was not one follower of the 
Messiah who was still attached to the true religion that leads to 
happiness in the Hereafter. They had altered and changed their Book. 


Even if there had been no alteration in the former Books, 
sending Muhammad (3%) would have been necessary to complete 
Allah’s Benevolence and help the people reach the highest status, 
which was not possible by the first Books. About those who rejected 
his message, Allah (4) says: 
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Have you not seen those who have changed the Blessings 
of Allah into disbelief [by denying Prophet Muhammad and 
his Message of Islam], and caused their people to dwell in 
the house of destruction? (Our’an 14:28) 


All the denominations on earth admit that Muhammad (2) 
has invited them to a better life than what they have. The people of 
the scripture admit that no people other than themselves have 
benefited a lot from Islam. The Jews say that the Christians were in 
great need for Islam, and the Christians say the same about the Jews. 
The philosophers confess that the world has never witnessed a law 
better than that of Islam. In the event that the opinion of one group 
which happens to be in dispute with Islam is rejected, but the 
testimony of all the groups is acceptable against each other, it must 
therefore be concluded that all the people on earth testify that 
Muhammad (2%) has invited them to a religion that is better than what 
they used to follow. 
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The Christians admit that the polytheists have obtained great 
benefits by embracing a religion calling for the Oneness of Allah 
(4). They also say that Islam glorifies the Messiah and his mother 
and refutes the Jewish allegations against her. These are great 
benefits and goals bestowed by Allah on His slaves. 


In addition to that he said that he was sent by Allah (4), had 
Muhammad (:#¢) been a liar, then none of these benefits would have 
been realised by him. Only a man who comes with knowledge, 
guidance and good for people in this world, as well as in the 
Hereafter, is worthy of being the best man on earth and is the first to 
receive Allah’s pleasure. 


The generous man who is beneficent to the people is not the 
one who obligates them to abandon their rights. According to the 
Christians, the law of the Gospel obligates the people to abandon 
their rights and not to seek revenge if they are wronged. That is why 
they do not have a just rule to judge between the people. They have 
two kinds of rules. There is the rule of the clergymen in which no 
justice is administered against the wrong doer in favour of the 
wronged person and the rule of the kings which is not a divine rule 
and is based on the king’s decisions. As a result of this unjust 
dualism, they apply the Islamic law in judgements relating to 
property and blood. In regards to the loss of property and blood, it is 
desirable that the wronged person forgives the wrong-doer. However 
if the judge obligates the wronged party to forgive and abandon his 
right, then this is considered injustice. If the killer is set free, the 
indebted person is not asked to pay back money, and the wrong-doer 
is not punished, then the oppressors will have nothing to hold them 
back and there will be anarchy. Therefore it is necessary to have a law 
based on justice that calls for forgiveness and mercy. Allah (4) says: 
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d... And if Allah did not check one set of people by means of 
another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief...) 
(Qur'an 2:251) 


Both justice and mercy are enacted only by Allah. Therefore 
the laws of the Torah and the Gospel were only established by Allah 
(az). The Christians believe that justice was brought by Moses (X) 
and clemency was enjoined by Allah. However, the law of justice is 
worthier to be attributed to Allah than that of clemency. Anyone can 
call for clemency and forgiveness while very few people can 
administer justice when judging between the people. Therefore how 
can it be said that Allah commanded the law of clemency and did not 
command the law of justice? Allah has sent the Prophets to establish 
justice. He (4%) says: 

ol adi SS a OG cect oe i 


t 
oy r 


aly 
5 “7 z & 7 Gee la ae a 4. 
on 4a Bad SE as OE OH Lady A 


EN + B L ALa Esg? SIar spar 7 
GOS) ae SG aul o, CTL A apes a l ads 


{Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, 
and revealed with them the Scripture and the Balance 
[justice] that mankind may keep up justice. And We brought 
forth iron wherein is mighty power [in matters of war], as 
well as many benefits for mankind, that Allah may test who 
it is that will help Him [His religion] and His Messengers in 
the unseen. Verily, Allah is All- Strong, All-Mighty.} 
(Qur'an 57:25) 


It is known that Jesus’ command to the wronged person to 
forgive the wrong-doer is not an obligation for which one is punished 
in case of failure, but it is desirable. If one does so, he will be praised. 
Moses enjoined justice for which there is punishment in case of 
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failure and neglect. Therefore, there is no contradiction between 
enjoining justice and making forgiveness desirable. Enjoining justice 
is connected with warnings and threats if abandoned and making 
forgiveness desirable is connected with the instigating goodness. 


In conclusion, the law of the Gospel is not contradictory with 
that of the Torah but is a complementary part thereof. The allegation 
that the law of the Gospel is less than of the Torah is only professed 
by the ignorant and most misguided people. 


The Third Allegation: 


His Coming was not Prophesied 


The essence of this allegation is that the former Prophets 
mentioned no prophecies on the advent of Muhammad (g). For 
instance, it is maintained that Jesus said that no Prophet would come 
after him. This allegation consists of two parts. 


1. Muhammad is not a Prophet because the former Prophets said 
nothing about him. 

2. The prophecies told by the former Prophets are meant exclusively 
for Jesus (peace be upon him). 


An answer for each part is easily provided because all the signs 
and proofs known from the former Prophets are confirmed and 
enhanced in the person of Muhammad (3%). First of all, it is not a 
condition for prophethood that there are prophecies made about him 
by the former Prophets. It can be confirmed and proved without that. 
There had been no prophecies by former Prophets about Noah (3), 
Abraham (3%) and others. Most of the Prophets sent to the Children 
of Israel had no prophecies made about them like David, Isaiah and 
others. Even Moses (3%) who is considered the best example of 
prophethood by the Children of Israel had no prophecies on his 
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advent told by the former Prophets. 


The belief that only Jesus had been predicted by the former 
Prophets can be refuted in two ways. First, knowing whether Jesus 
(4) was a prophet or not does not depend on any information that 
the former Prophets may have mentioned about his advent. There are 
many ways to prove prophethood. When it is proved by any of them, 
then it is confirmed even if the former Prophets mentioned nothing. 
Secondly, the Prophets have mentioned prophecies about the advent 
of Muhammad (38), particularly Jesus. This is an independent proof 
of his prophethood. These prophecies are in the Qur’an and the 
former Books. Allah (4) speaks about this in several verses. 
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{And [remember] when ‘Eesa [Jesus], son of Maryam 
[Mary] said, “O’ Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of 
Allah unto you, confirming the Zawrdt [Torah] which came 
before me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to come 
after me, whose name shall be Ahmad [Muhammad]...”} 

(Qur'an 61:6) 
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<Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can 
neither read nor write [i.e. Muhammad] whom they find 
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written with them in the Zawrdat [Torah] [Deut, xviii 15] and 
the Injeel [Gospel] [John xiv, 16], — he commands them for 
al-Ma ‘roof [i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam has 
ordained]; and forbids them from al-Munkar [L.e. disbelief, 
polytheism of all kinds, and all that Islam has forbidden]; he 
allows them as lawful at-Tayyibdt [i. e. all good and lawful 
as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons foods] and 
prohibits them as unlawful al-Khabda ith [i.e. all evil and 
unlawful as regards things, deeds, beliefs, persons and 
foods], he releases them from their heavy burdens [of 
Allah’s Covenant with the Children of Israel], and from the 
fetters [bindings] that were upon them... (Qur'an 7:157) 
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Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. And those who are 
with him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful 
among themselves. You see them bowing and falling down 
prostrate [in prayer], seeking Bounty from Allah and [His] 
Good pleasure. The mark of them [i.e. of their Faith] is on 
their faces [foreheads] from the traces of prostration [during 
prayers]. This is their description in the Zawrat [Torah]. But 
their description in the /njeel [Gospel] is like a [sown] seed 
which sends forth its shoot, then makes it strong, and 
becomes thick and it stands straight on its stem, delighting 
the sowers, that He may enrage the disbelievers with 
them...) (Qur’an 48:29) 
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{Those to whom We gave the scripture [Jews and 
Christians] recognise him [Muhammad, or the Ka‘bah at 
Makkah] as they recognise their sons...}(Qur ‘an 2:146 & 6: 20) 
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¢... Although aforetime they had invoked Allah [for coming 
of Muhammad] in order to gain victory over those who 
disbelieved, then when there came to them that which they 
had recognised, they disbelieved in it. So let the Curse of 
Allah be on the disbelievers.} (Qur’an 2:89) 
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Say [O’ Muhammad)], “Shall I seek a judge other than 
Allah while it is He Who has sent down unto you the Book 
[the Qur’an], explained in detail.” Those unto whom We 
gave the Scripture [the Zawrat (Torah) and the JInjeel 
(Gospel)] know that it is revealed from your Lord in truth. 
So be not you of those who doubt. (Qur'an 6:114) 
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4Is it not a sign to them that the learned scholars [like 
‘Abdullah ibn Salam who embraced Islam] of the Children 
of Israel know it [as true]?} (Qur’an 26:197) 
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And when they [who call themselves Christians] listen to 
what has been sent down to the Messenger [Muhammad], 
you see their eyes overflowing with tears because of the 
truth they have recognised...) (Qur’an 5:83) 
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g... Verily those who were given knowledge before it [the 
Jews and the Christians like ‘Abdullah ibn Salam and 
Salman al-Farisi], when it is recited to them, fall down on 
their faces in humble prostration. And they say, “Glory is to 
our Lord! Truly, the Promise of our Lord must be fulfilled.” 


And they fall down on their faces weeping and it increases 
their humility.} (Qur’an 17:107-109) 
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4So if you [O° Muhammad] are in doubt concerning that 
which We have revealed unto you, [that is that your name is 
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written in the Tawráât (Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)], then 
ask those who are reading the Book before you.) 
(Qur'an 10:94) 
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{Those to whom We gave the Scripture [i.e. the Tawrât 
(Torah) and the Injeel (Gospel)] before it, they believe in it 
[the Qur’an]. And when it is recited to them, they say, “We 
believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed 
even before it we have been from those who submit 
themselves to Allah in Islam as Muslims [like ‘Abdullah ibn 
Salam and Salman al-Farisi].” These will be given their 
reward twice over, because they are patient, and repel evil 
with good, and spend [in charity] out of what We have 
provided them. (Qur'an 28: 52-54) 


The information that the former Prophets gave prophecies 
about Muhammad (2) is derived from different sources. Some of 
these predictions can be found today in what remains of the former 
Books and is still available with the people of the scripture. There is 
also the information given by those who have studied these books. 
The people of Madeenah, for instance, said that the Jews there used 
to tell them about the coming of a messenger of Allah that they 
expected according to their Book. Also the Roman king Heraclius; 
Magocus, the ruler of Egypt; and Najashi, the king of Abyssinia, all 
said that they found the Prophet Muhammad (4%) mentioned in their 
Books. 


The Prophet (38) was told from time to time by the verses of 
the Qur’an that he was mentioned in the former Books. Had it not 


116 Muhammad s Prophethood, Reality or Myth 


been certain that he was mentioned in these Books, then the Qur’an 
would not have mentioned it. So, the evidence confirming his 
prophethood, he said that he was mentioned in the former Books and 
the former Prophets mentioned prophecies about his advent. 


It is a well-known fact that the advent of Islam was the 
greatest, world-wide event and that it has spread in an unprecedented 
manner. Had Muhammad (3%) been a liar, the Prophets would have 
warned the people about him the same way they warned them about 
the “False Messiah,” because his (3) threat to them is greater given 
the number of his (£) followers. Contrary to that, it is known from 
the Books of the people of the scriptures that the former Prophets 
praised Muhammad (3%) and that none of them defamed him or 
found fault with him. Whoever claims prophethood and is praised by 
the Prophets, then he is a true Prophet (2). It is impossible to believe 
that the Prophets would have praised someone who falsely claims 
prophethood. Allah (4) says: 
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€And who can be more unjust than he who invents a lie 
against Allah, or says, “A revelation has come to me” 
whereas no revelation has come to him... (Qur'an 6:93) 


The allegation that Jesus (3) told the people that there would 
be no Prophet after him is groundless and even contradicts the 
concept of prophethood in Christianity. The New Testament 
mentioned that Jesus told the Jews that the “Expected One” would 
come after him, and he would not be of the family of David. When 
the Pharisees gathered together, Jesus (33) asked them, “What do 
you see in the Messiah? Whose son is he?” and they replied, “The 
son of David.” He said to them, “How then did David call him 
Master? David said, ‘The Lord said to my master: sit at my right and I 
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will cast your foes under your feet.’ Since David called him Master, 
then how can he be his son?” The Torah has also mentioned the 
attributes and description of the expected one. The Muslim scholars 
and even some moderate scholars of the people of the scripture stated 
that the description of the person is identical with Muhammad (3) 
and not with Jesus (3x2). 


The Fourth Allegation: 
He Had No Miracles 


This allegation claims that the Qur’an has no signs and 
miracles supporting the Prophet Muhammad (2). It is needless to 
correct the information about the Prophets’ signs and miracles 
mentioned in their Books. However, it is necessary to answer this 
allegation for those who believe only in the signs mentioned in the 
Qur’an and not those found in the traditions about those found in the 
Torah and the Gospel given to Moses and Jesus respectively. 


This allegation is very weak, because it is not a condition of 
the verified information (tawator) that it can only be from the Qur’an. 
Even the Islamic law includes articles which are not from the Qur’an 
and that is true about his miracles. There are verified signs about his 
prophethood that are not mentioned in the Qur’an. Allah (4) says: 
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g... Allah has sent down to you the Book [the Qur’an], and 
al-Hikmah [the Prophet’s Sunnah — legal ways]... 
(Qur'an 4:113) 


One of the signs of the prophethood of Muhammad () in the 
Qur’an is the story about the elephants. Allah (4) says: 
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Have you [O’ Muhammad] not seen how your Lord dealt 
with the owners of the Elephant? [The Elephant army which 
came from Yemen under the command of Abrahah al- 
Ashram intending to destroy the Ka‘bah at Makkah] Did He 
not make their plot go astray? And He sent against them 
birds, in flocks. Striking them with stones of Sijjeel [baked 
clay]. And He made them like [an empty field of] stacks [of 
which the corn has been eaten up by cattle].} 

(Qur’an 105:1-5) 


The Christians of Abyssinia were led by Abrahah al-Ashram 
with an army of elephants that came to Makkah intending to destroy 
the Ka‘bah (the sacred house in Makkah) because some of the Arabs 
had humiliated their church in Yemen. Allah (4) sent against them 
birds which threw stones on them and destroyed the whole army. 
This sign was not sent to glorify the people living around the Ka‘bah, 
because they were polytheists at that time. Therefore, it was sent 
either to glorify and protect the Ka‘bah or to glorify Muhammad (2). 
He was born that year near the Ka‘bah. Whatever the case, it is a sign 
of his prophethood, because no one but the Muslims go for 
pilgrimage to the Ka‘bah and perform prayers in its direction. 


The Ka‘bah is more sacred in sight of Allah (4%) than the 
Church, and that is why He destroyed the army who intended to 
glorify the Church by insulting the Ka‘bah. 


Another sign from the Qur’an is that the jinn used to eavesdrop 
on what was being said in heaven, but after the advent of Muhammad 
(£), guards and fire were put there to prevent them from doing that. 
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Allah (4%) says: 
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«Say [O° Muhammad], “It has been revealed to me that a 
group [from three to ten in number] of jinn listened [to this 
Qur’an]. They said, ‘Verily, we have heard a wonderful 
Recitation [this Qur’an]!’ It guides to the Right Path, and 
we have believed therein, and we shall never join [in 
worship] anything with our Lord [Allah]. “And He, exalted 
is the Majesty of our Lord, has taken neither a wife nor a son 
[or offspring or children].’ And that the foolish among us 
[i.e. Iblees (Satan) or the polytheists amongst the jinn] used 
to utter against Allah that which was an enormity in 
falsehood. ‘And verily, we thought that men and jinn would 
not utter a lie against Allah.’ And verily, there were men 
among mankind who took shelter with the males among the 
jinn, but they [jinn] increased them [mankind] in sin and 
transgression. “And they thought as you thought, that Allah 
will not send any Messenger [to mankind or jinn].’ And we 
have sought to reach the heaven; but found it filled with 
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stern guards and flaming fires. ‘And verily, we used to sit 
therein stations, to [steal] a hearing, but any who listens now 
will find a flaming fire watching him in ambush.’ And we 
know not whether evil is intended for those on earth, or 
whether their Lord intends for them a Right Path. 
(Qur’an 72:1-10) 


This story of the jinn was seen by all the people, believers and 
disbelievers, and none denied it. 


The Fifth Allegation: 
He was Sent Only to the Arabs 


The people of the scripture allege that Muhammad (34) was 
not sent to them, but only to the Arabs. They say that from the 
beginning of Islam until his death he invited only his people to Islam. 
They deduced that from what they understood from some Qur’anic 
verses stating that the Qur’an is a Holy Book sent in the Arabic 
language. 
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<Verily We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur’an in order 
that you may understand.) (Qur'an 12:2) 


They also point out that the verses that commanded the 
Prophet (#) to call his relatives mean that he was sent only to his 
people. 
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d... So that you warn a people to whom no Warner has come 
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before you [O° Muhammad], in order that they may be 


guided.} (Qur'an 32:3) 
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4And warn your tribe [O° Muhammad] of near kindred.) 
(Qur’an 26:214) 


They understood that these verses were a proof that Muhammad ($) 
was sent only to the ignorant Arabs whom had not had a Warner 
before him. They claimed that he did not obligate the Jews or the 
Christians to follow him because other Messengers before him had 
come to them and called them in their language and taught them the 
Torah and the Gospel in those languages. Therefore they argued that 
as justice entails, the following Qur’anic verse is addressed 
exclusively to the people of Muhammad (£). 
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And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will 
never be accepted of him, and in the Hereafter he will be 
one of the losers.} (Qur’an 3:85) 


The Muslims refute this argument based on three types of 
evidence. First they reject their argument using the Qur’an and all 
that was conveyed by Muhammad (2). The fact that they use the 
Qur’an to prove that in which they differ with the Muslims is not 
acceptable. Whoever belies Muhammad (3%) has no right to argue 
using the Qur’an, because what was told by the Prophet is one entity, 
so it is not permissible to argue using one part and rejecting the other. 


Next, it is important to give the correct interpretation of the 
verses they used in their argument. The Qur’an was sent down in the 
Arabic language, because revelation is usually sent down in the 
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language of the people to whom it is originally sent. Afterwards it is 
conveyed to those who do not know that language. That was the case 
of Jesus whose language was Aramaic and it was also the language of 
those who followed him first. The Christians have contradicted their 
own argument; they too have addressed the other nations and 
translated the Gospel into these nations’ languages. 


The Arab Christians and the Jews of Madeenah at the time of 
the Prophet (%%) understood the Qur’an without translation although 
their origins were in Persia, Rome, Egypt, Turkey and India. Even 
those who used the Qur’anic verses to prove that Islam was a religion 
for the Arabs understood what they were doing without translation. 


The fact that the Qur’an was sent down in Arabic is a great 
blessing from Allah (4%) to His slaves because Arabic is the most 
perfect language and the most reliable in regards to clarity of 
meaning. It is also intended to establish a plea against the Arabs who 
understand its meanings better than the others. 


In addition, the fact that it was sent directly to the Arabs does 
not prevent it from being intended also for the non-Arabs, Jews and 
Christians as well. According to what they say, Jesus (3) sent out 
his representative from among the disciples to nations other than the 
Children of Israel. Alleging that Muhammad (3%) was not sent to 
them because they had Messengers before him is groundless. It is 
known that the Children of Israel was the nation who received the 
greatest number of prophets. However that did not prevent the 
sending of Moses and Jesus to them. So how could it not be possible 
that Muhammad (¢) was sent after Jesus; noting that the period 
between the two Prophets was six hundred years. 


They made an incorrect interpretation of the Qur’anic verse: 
“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be 
accepted of him.” It was not addressed only to the Arabs but to all 
mankind. This verse was actually revealed while the Prophet (2) 


Muhammad s Prophethood, Reality or Myth 123 


was arguing with a Christian delegation from Najran. A further proof 
that the Prophet Muhammad’s call is for the Jews, Christians and 
others is that Allah (4) mentions in the Qur’an that Islam is the 
religion of all the Prophets. 
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Truly, the religion with Allah is Islam... (Qur'an 3:19) 


There is a collection of evidence about Islam’s universality 
that also needs to be considered. It is known through verified 
information from the Qur’an and the Prophets Sunnah that 
Muhammad (4%) was sent for the people of the scripture (Jews and 
Christians), the illiterate and all mankind and the jinn. This evidence 
can be grouped into four categories. The first proof of universality is 
that it is well known that the Jews and Christians in Madeenah were 
invited to Islam. As it is known from the Prophet’s biography, many 
of the Jews in Madeenah embraced Islam after having seen the signs 
and evidence of his prophethood. The Prophet (%%) argued with the 
Christian delegation from Najran and invited them to Islam, but they 
agreed instead to pay the tribute. 


The Prophet (3%) also tried to spread Islam by writing 
messages to Heraclius, Magocus, Najashee and Hesro. He sent the 
following message to the Christian Roman king, Heraclius. 


“In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, 
(This is) from Muhammad, Allah’s Messenger and slave to Heraclius 
the sovereign of Byzantine. Peace be upon him who follows the right 
path. I invite you to embrace Islam and be saved from Allah’s 
punishment. If you embrace Islam, you will have a double reward, 
but if you turn away, you will be responsible for the sins of all your 
people.” 


“O° people of the scripture [Jews and Christians]! Come to a 
word that is just between us and you, that we worship none but Allah 
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(4) [Alone], and that we associate no partner with Him, and that 
none of us shall take others as Lords besides Allah (4). Then if they 
turn away, say: Bear witness, that we are Muslims.” (a verse from the 
Qur’an) 


He also sent the same message to Magqocus, the ruler of Egypt: 


“In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful, (this 
is) from Muhammad (3) Allah’s Messenger and slave to Maqocus 
the Sovereign of the Copts. Peace be upon him who follows the right 
path. I invite you to embrace Islam and be saved from Allah’s 
punishment. If you embrace Islam, you will have a double reward, 
but if you turn away, you will be responsible for the sins of the 
Copts.” (He then wrote the following verse.) 


“O”’ people of the scripture [Jews and Christians]! Come to a word 
that is just between us and you, that we worship none but Allah (4) 
[Alone], and that we associate no partner with him, and that none of 
us shall take others as Lords besides Allah. Then if they turn away, 
say, Bear witness that we are Muslims.” 


Another point to consider is that the Prophet made Jihad 
(fighting in the cause of Allah) against the Jews and the Christians. 
This shows he felt the obligation to spread Islam... The Prophet (23%) 
sent Zayd ibn Harithah, Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib and ‘Abdullah ibn 
Rawaha as the leaders of the Muslim army to fight the Christians in 
the battle of Mu’tah. He then led an army himself to fight them in 
Tabuk. His successors completed what he has started and ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab (.4,) conquered Sham. The Prophet (#) also fought 
against the Jews and sent ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib to fight them in Khaybar. 


The Prophet also made the declaration that he was sent to all 
mankind. Jabir narrated that the Prophet (38%) said, “A Prophet is sent 
only to his people, but I am sent to all mankind.” 


Finally, its universality is proven by the Qur’an’s call to the people of 
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the scripture to believe in Muhammad (3%) and the declaration that he 
is sent to all mankind. Allah (4%) says: 
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And We have not sent you [O° Muhammad] except as a 
giver of glad tidings and a Warner to all mankind.) 
(Our’an 34:28) 
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Say [O’ Muhammad], “O’ mankind! Verily, I am sent to 
you all as the Messenger of Allah — to Whom belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth...”} (Qur’an 7:158) 


Allah (4) commands the Muslims to fight the Jews and the 
Christians if they refuse Islam and fight against the establishment of 
Allah’s universal religion. 


[YA 24551] 


«Fight against those who [1] believe not in Allah, [2] nor in 
the Last Day, [3] nor forbid that which has been forbidden 
by Allah and His Messenger [Muhammad] [4] and those 
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who acknowledge not the religion of truth [i.e. Islam] 
among the people of the Scripture [Jews and Christians], 
until they pay the Jizyah [Tribute] with willing submission, 
and feel themselves subdued.} (Qur'an 9:29) 


The Sixth Allegation: 


Islam is a Deviation of Christianity 


It is known that the Christians consider Jesus as a God or the 
son of Allah. According to that belief, they reject any other faith that 
invites man to use his senses to reach another conclusion and the true 
faith. They call that heterodoxy. 


The Christians that lived inside or outside the Muslim 
territories considered Islam as a deviation and as an altered version of 
the authentic Christianity. Even more specifically, they saw it as a 
heretical doctrine that threatened their religion. They said that 
because some reasonable Christian sects had agreed with Islam about 
Jesus and rejected the Trinity. They believe in Jesus only as a man, a 
Prophet and Messenger. However, the majority of the Christian 
factions almost unanimously agree with John of Damascus who 
stated that Islam was a Christian heterodoxy. Theodore Abu Qurrah 
also followed his teacher John and considered Muhammad (3%) as a 
false Prophet. Botrus, the Esteemed of Spain (1156), also had the 
same point of view. Later on Dante along with Nicholas III, Jonivas 
VIII, and Clement V classified Muhammad (38%) with heterodoxy in 
his divine comedy. It is well known that Dante was the follower of 
the theological philosophy of Thomas of Aquinas. 


Despite these Christian hypotheses, Islam throughout history 
always expressed strong convictions that confirmed its complete 
subjection and strict compliance to the divine Revelation as an 
authentic religion calling for monotheism. This authenticity of Islam 
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has drawn the attention of the free thinkers among the Christians, and 
they have denounced such allegations published by their brothers. 
They attributed these allegations to personal opinions and feelings 
altered by political intentions that nourished such arguments which 
were motivated by religious conflicts that are controlled by military 
confrontations. 


We are not here to make an extensive study about the 
authenticity of Islam or to make a comparison between Islam and 
Christianity in order to prove that Islam is not a Christian heterodoxy. 
We only discussed this matter because it leads us to two sub- 
allegations that emerge from this main one. 


1. The Prophet (#2) copied the Qur’an from the Torah, particularly 
the Old Testament, and thus it is a repetition of the Torah’s stories. 
2. The Prophet (g) was taught by a Christian monk called Baheerah. 


In regards to the first allegation that the Qur’an is a repetition 
of the Torah’s stories, the answer is readily seen when a comparative, 
methodological criticism is made of the stories in the two books. 
Between the Qur’an and Torah, there are three essential differences. 
One, there are stories that are not mentioned in the Bible (Torah and 
Gospel) that are found in the Qur’an such as the stories of Hood 
(a), Salih (4) and Shu‘ayb (3). Two, there is information in the 
Bible that has no similarity to the Qur’an such as information about 
the Resurrection. Three, there are detailed descriptions of Paradise, 
Hell, torment and bliss in the Hereafter that are mentioned in the 
Qur’an and have no similarity with Biblical descriptions. 


It was Ibn Taymtyah’s opinion that instigated the theologians 
to study the essential difference between the Qur’an and the Bible. 
Ibn Taymiyah wrote, “The Qur’an has mentioned some of the 
Prophets’ stories which were not available in the Torah nor the 
Gospel, such as Hood, Salih and Shu‘ayb (peace be upon them). In 
the Qur’an there is also mention of the Hereafter and description of 
Hell and Paradise which is not there in the Torah nor in the Gospel. 
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The Torah has never mentioned the Hereafter explicitly and that it 
contains threats and promises pertinent to this world, like the promise 
of sustenance, victory and health; and warning of drought, diseases 
and enemies.” 


The scholars of comparative methodological criticism have 
continued their studies on the stories of the Qur’an and the Torah and 
they came to this question. If Muhammad the author of the Qur’an 
had copied great parts of the Torah as they alleged, who encouraged 
him to do that? Why did he not copy the part about Jesus’ ancestors 
and make some corrections in the Qur’an to escape the criticism of 
contemporary knowledge? It is to be noted that the texts of the 
Gospels and the Old Testament are not acceptable from a scientific 
point of view. 


Some are ultimately convinced that Islam is a unique religion 
despite the apparent similarity with the former religions and that 
Muhammad (ý) is the founder of a true and authentic religion. The 
similarity and agreement between the Qur’an and the Bible can also 
be explained. The Qur’an has confirmed the true information of the 
Bible. This makes sense because the Prophets and Messengers, may 
peace be upon them all, worshipped Allah (Alone) and He sent them 
all, so therefore the source of all the Revelations is the same. 


There are two more points that make it impossible for this 
allegation to be true. Foremost, the Prophet Muhammad (3) was an 
illiterate man who could not read or write. Obviously, he could not 
deduce his teachings directly from the Bible. This illiteracy of the 
Prophet Muhammad (£) is a proof mentioned by the Qur’an to 
confirm that he was taught by Allah (4). The Qur’an mentions that 
he never read a book before the Qur’an came down. 


1 tne fy te 7 PAS G A ez shor - a ee 
a? . s . ` i . - as 
Ww Is} tlt Abe Y; = > (Sy cabs ut Nali VF 
ao 


[EA oS] 4@) SALA 


Muhammad 5 Prophethood, Reality or Myth 129 


Neither did you [O° Muhammad] read any book before it 
[this Qur’an] nor did you write any book [whatsoever] with 
your right hand. In that case, indeed, the followers of 
falsehood might have doubted. (Qur’an 29:48) 


Finally, even if it is supposed that the Prophet Muhammad (38%) 
could read and write, the Arabic versions of the Torah and the Gospel 
were not available in Arabic in his time. The studies on the issue are 
unanimous that the Old and New Testaments were not available in 
Arabic during the time of the Prophet and his guided successors. 
Some Christian researchers, Dr. Graf for example, state that the first 
Arabic version of the Bible appeared many centuries later. According 
to Dr. Graf, there was no real need for one before the ninth and tenth 
centuries. This is also confirmed by the Theological Encyclopaedia 
through its precise follow-up of the oldest translations of the Old 
Testament. 


Some have alleged that the Prophet was taught by the Monk 
Baheerah. This allegation is proved false by historical facts because 
the Prophet Muhammad (#¢) met the Syrian monk Baheerah when he 
was only twelve years old while he was with his uncle Abu Talib and 
for a short time only. It has to be taken into account that the meeting 
took place and lasted for a few hours. Obviously, that could not be the 
source of the Prophet’s knowledge. Subjecting the story to 
methodological criticism and taking into account that the meeting 
took place in the presence of all the members of the trade caravan, 
one reaches the conclusion that the monk was seeking information 
about Muhammad (2%) and that the monk told him nothing. 


Unbiased, critical studies of the Christian writers confirm that 
conclusion. Huwart concluded one of his essays with the statement: 
“All the Arabic texts found since that time, published and studied, did 
not allow us to seé in the role attributed to that Syrian monk but a 
fictitious story.” 


130 Muhammad s Prophethood, Reality or Myth 


In addition to that, there are many reasons that make this 
allegation unbelievable. The enemies from his people were the ones 
most eager to defame him, yet they never said anything about this 
story. Also, it was known that his people verified that he was never 
seen with anyone who instructed him. Had Muhammad’s teachings 
been copied from the Bible, the people of the scripture, despite their 
Opposition, would have announced it and revealed his secret. 


Also it was significant that when Muhammad (2%) began 
teaching Islam, there was no one in the whole world who had the 
same religion. What’s more, had that story been true, it would have 
been known by the Prophet’s closest companions and they would 
have discovered that he was a liar. Even the smallest details of the 
Prophet’s life were known to everybody at that time, so how could 
such an important issue be concealed? 


The people of the scripture used to come to the Prophet (£) 
and ask him about matters that could be known only by Prophets. 
This was to test him. Had they been certain that he was taught by one 
of their brothers, they would not have had to test him to know 
whether he was a Prophet (38%) or not. Even if someone proceeded in 
conformity with the people of the scripture and asked them to present 
the evidence that Muhammad (3%) wrote in the Qur’an what was 
taught and dictated to him by the monks, their answer would have to 
be: “There is no evidence. There is nothing that can support the 
allegation that states that a Christian monk has taught Muhammad 
(£) religious knowledge.” 


Section Three: 
The Evidence of 
Prophethood 


The Evidence of Prophethood 
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gWe will show them Our signs in the universe, and in their 


own selves, until it becomes manifest to them that this [the 
Qur’an] is the truth...) (QOur’an 41:53) 


The phrase “evidence of prophethood” is not mentioned in the 
Qur’an, but other synonymous terms are used for that like the word 
“proof”. Allah (4) says: 


[YY : al] A oi gia, A Hho 


d... These are two Burhâns [signs, miracles, evidence, 
proofs] from your Lord...) (Qur’an 28:32) 
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4... But when he [Ahmad i.e. Muhammad] came to them 
with clear proofs, they said, “This is a plain magic.} 
(Qur'an 61:6) 
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Then if they reject you [O’ Muhammad], so were 
Messengers rejected before you, who came with al- 
Bayyindt [clear signs, proofs, evidences]...} (Qur’an 3:184) 
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Another term that is used in the Qur’an is “sign”: 
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gWe will show them Our Signs in the universe and in their 
own selves, until it becomes manifest to them that this [the 
Qur’an] is the truth...) (Qur’an 41:53) 


Nevertheless, “evidence of prophethood” was used in the 
writings of some Muslim scholars like ‘Abdul Jabbar, Ibn 
Qutaybiyah, al-Bayhaqi and Abu Na‘eem al-Asbahani. It is the most 
commonly used term and in Islam has the following characteristics: 


1. No one can negate the signs of the Prophets. When Pharaoh 
gathered the magicians and ordered them to defeat Moses (3) and 
efface the evidence of prophethood, they threw their sticks which 
became snakes. Moses’ stick was transformed into an even bigger 
snake that swallowed all the others. The magicians were convinced 
that Moses had received a force which was stronger than their magic, 
and they believed in him. They said to Pharaoh: 
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gWe prefer you not over what have come to us of the clear 
signs and to Him [Allah] who created us...} (Qur’an 20:72) 


2. The evidence should be restricted to the Prophet only, and no one 
is able to share that with him. 


3. The evidence should not be contradictory because all things that 
are from Allah do not contradict each other. Allah (4%) says: 
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d... Had it been from other than Allah, they would surely 
have found therein many contradictions.) | (Qur'an 4:82) 


4. It is a requirement of the evidence that the Prophet (8%) should not 
use them to prove his prophethood or to challenge his adversaries to 
make or give similar evidence. For example, the prophecies told by 
former Prophets about Muhammad (#¢) are evidence that he is a true 
Prophet though he was not using these prophecies at the time they 
were told. Also there were numerous signs that were witnessed by his 
companions like the blessing of the food, the water springing from 
his fingers and the rain coming after his invocation. 


5. They should be extraordinary events that cannot be achieved or 
opposed by non-Prophets. 


6. They should be beyond the reach of those to whom the Prophets 
were sent; mankind and jinn. The angels are capable to do such 
things but they are sent only to Prophets and do not challenge 
mankind or the jinn. Allah (4) says: 
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the like of this Qur’an, they could not produce the like 
thereof, even if they helped one another.”} (Qur’an 17:88) 


The signs of the Prophet lead to the knowledge that the ones 
who show such evidences are true prophets. This knowledge about 
the authenticity of prophethood has two characteristics that add more 
certainty to it. 
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1. Absolute certainty 


This means it is knowledge of absolutely convincing evidence. 
Al-Amdi explained, “Proving truthfulness can be by showing 
miracles by the one who claims prophethood in such a manner that 
good sense accepts them and submits thereto. For example, one man 
says, ‘I am a Messenger and my sign is that I can do many things that 
you cannot even if you helped each other.’ Then he does such things 
as bring the dead back to life, cure the leper, give sight to the one who 
is born blind, split the sea and transform a stick into a snake. If all 
these signs are realised at the same time of his call, every one who has 
good sense should follow him and be convinced that he is telling the 
truth.” 


2. Inevitability 


Al-Amdi said, “It is necessary for every sensible man to 
recognize as truthful the one who challenges others by prophethood 
when his claim is accompanied by extraordinary miracles.” This 
necessary and certain knowledge about the truthfulness of a claim of 
prophethood made by the one who has shown clear evidence is 
obtained by a means that leads others to certainty who have not seen 
the evidence of the same degree as those who have seen them. The 
means leading to being convinced are the following: 


General verified transmitted information 


This evidence was transmitted from one generation to another 
by people more often than many of the Shari‘ah rules. A small group 
did transmit the rules about such things as the prostration of 
forgetfulness and the minimum quantity of property accountable to 
payment of obligatory poor tax. However most of the signs of the 
Prophet (%) were witnessed by large groups of people. They saw 
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such events as him blessing a small quantity of food that increased to 
satisfy a whole army and water springing from his fingers during the 
days of the battles of Tabook, the Ditch, Khaybar and Hudaybiyah. 
They also spread more widely than the news of kings and nations that 
usually have a greater chance to be diffused. 


Special verified transmitted information 


An example of this is the transmission among the scholars of 
the traditions of the Prophet (#¢). They are mostly interested in the 
Prophet’s biography and information. They are so accurate that they 
have written whole books about the narrators of the Prophet’s 
sayings, and they are all in agreement about the evidence. 


Moral verified transmitted information 


This means that the people have a common knowledge about 
stories or reports about a single subject. For example, everyone knew 
about the bravery of ‘Antarah, the generosity of Hatim at-Ta’ee, the 
clemency of al-Ahnaf, the justice of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (<4, ) and 
the asceticism of al-Hasan al-Basri. The great number of stories 
narrated results in a basic knowledge that the concerned person had 
the quality attributed to him although the individual stories may not 
have the same effect. It is well known that the signs of Muhammad’s 
Prophethood were many times greater than the stories told about any 
of the persons above and that the narrators were more reliable. 


Admitting and believing 


These signs and evidences were witnessed by thousands of 
people who later narrated them to others who were not present at the 
time. Then the narrators would trust each other about transmitting the 
evidence. The ancestors were more accurate and more reliable 
because they had received the Prophet’s saying: “Whoever 
intentionally tells lies about me shall have his seat in Hell.” That is 
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why they agreed to transmit the evidence of prophethood with the 
objective of also providing certainty about their truthfulness. 


The narration of different groups of scholars 


The various factions of scholars have successively narrated 
great numbers of signs and evidence. The books of Qur’anic 
exegesis, Hadith (Prophet’s tradition), biographies and battles, 
history and jurisprudence and theology are full of them. It is taken for 
granted that the narration of each of these groups suffices as a source 
of certain knowledge let alone their unanimity. 


The books about the evidence of prophethood 


The scholars have compiled many books about the evidence of 
prophethood. These scholars include al-Bayhaqi, Abu Na‘eem al- 
Asbahani, Ibn Qutyabah, and Abu al-Faraj ibn al-Jauzi Qadi Ayyad. 
Some of these scholars made distinctions between the Hadiths 
narrated in the authentic volumes (Bukhari and Muslim) and the 
volumes of others like al-Bayhaqi and Ibn al-Jauzi. Other scholars 
mentioned the chains of transmission and discussed them. There are 
also scholars who refer to the narrators without mentioning the chain 
of transmission and those who use other means to prove the 
authenticity of transmissions. These scholars include Qadi ‘Abdul 
Jabbar, al-Mawardi, al-Jahidh and others. 


The Muslim theologians disagreed about the classification of 
the Prophet Muhammad’s signs. ‘Ali ibn Raban at-Tabari, the first 
who made such a classification, compiled the testimonials and 
criteria of lessons, as he called them, in ten groups. 


1. The Prophet’s call for Islamic Monotheism 
2. His biography, Sunnah and Shari‘ah (law) 


3. The signs shown by him and witnessed by his Companions. 
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4. Telling about the unseen that came true during his life. 

5. His prophecies about events that came true after his death. 
6. His Holy Book 

7. Dominating the other nations. 

8. The narrators of his news are the best of people. 

9 


. He is the last of the Prophets and had he not been sent, the former 
Prophets’ prophecies about him would have been false. 


10. Previous Prophets have predicted his mission. 


Sa‘eed ibn Hasan al-Askandari in his book about this issue 
was Satisfied that the prophecies were enough evidence to establish 
prophethood. In his book The Evidence of Prophethood, Abu 
Na‘eem mentioned these five proofs: 


1. The biography of the Prophet (2) 
2. His miracles 

3. The glad tidings 

4. His morals and conduct 

5. The miracles of his Companions 


Abu al-Baqa’ Salih ibn al-Hussayn al-Ja‘fari based the 
prophethood of Muhammad (3%) on three principles: 


1. His claim of Prophethood 
2. He challenged the adversaries with strong miracles. 


3. The statements made by former Prophets about his Prophethood, 
his Shari‘ah (law) and his nation. 


The Qur’anic exegetist al-Qurtubi mentioned four: 


1. The Prophet’s biography and conduct 
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2. The Qur’an 
3. The miracles 
4. The miracles of his Companions and followers 


Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar was satisfied that the Qur’an and the 
miracles were sufficient evidence of the authenticity of the 
prophethood of Muhammad (3%). Al-Ayji mentioned four proofs: 


1. His claim of prophethood and miracles including the Qur’an 
2. His personality before Revelation 
3. The Prophecies 


4. The perfection of the practical and theoretical power of his people 
by the wisdom, knowledge and faith contained in his message and in 
such a way that made it superior to the other religions. 


Al-Mawardi mentioned five: 
1. The Holy Qur’an 

2. The miracles 

3. The Prophecies 

4. The Prophet’s biography 
5. The Prophet’s morals and conduct 
Al-Aluci mentioned three: 
1. The Holy Qur’an 

2. The miracles 

3. The Prophecies 
Rahmatullah mentioned six: 


1. The Prophet’s miracles 
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2. His morals and attributes 
3. His Shari‘ah (law) 


4. His appearance among atheists and the rapid spread of his religion 
within a short period. 


5. His advent at a time when mankind needed him more than ever. 
6. The prophecies made by former Prophets about him. 


This difference in classifying the Prophet’s evidence is partly 
due to the different purposes of the authors themselves. Is the purpose 
of the book to answer dissenting opinions? For example Rahmatullah 
and al-Ja‘far wrote their books in answer to the Christians. Were the 
books compiled with the purpose of proving the prophethood by 
using knowledge and experience from the books of the Jews and the 
Christians and rendering a service to Islam? Sa‘eed ibn Hasan al- 
Askandari did that. Are the books compiled by the famous 
theologians like Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar and al-Ayji? The difference is 
also due to the classification of the miracles and whether to consider 
the Qur’an as a miracle by itself and not under any other category. 


The classification made by al-Mawardi is considered the best 
one and was the one adopted by Ibn Taymiyah in his great 
encyclopaedia The Right Answer. This classification considers the 
Qur’an as an independent miracle because it is the strongest, most 
miraculous and the one that will last until the Day of Resurrection. 
This classification also contains the various evidence, signs and 
proofs of the prophethood of Muhammad (#¢). The evidence 
according to the classification of al-Mawardi will be examined in the 
following pages. 
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The First Theme: 
The Holy Qur’an 


[AA else] ere . 5 ts ok & sh, 


«Say, “If the mankind and the jinn were to come together to 
produce the like of this Qur’an, they could not produce the 
like thereof, even if they helped one another.”} 

(Qur’an 17:88) 


The Holy Qur’an is the greatest verification of the 
prophethood of Muhammad (2). It is the strongest proof and most 
specific sign for four reasons that had never come together in any 
other miracle or evidence of prophethood in the history of religion 
and humanity. First of all, it contains the claimed Revelation and the 
miraculous proof of the prophethood. Ibn Khaldoon said, “The 
greatest, clearest and most honourable evidence is the Holy Qur’an 
which was revealed to our Prophet Muhammad (32). In most cases, 
the miracles are different from the Revelation received by the Prophet 
(£). Then the miracle comes to confirm that, and he is truthful. 
Qur’an is the claimed Revelation and the miracle itself that needs no 
other proof from Revelation like the other miracles. It is the clearest 
evidence where the sign and witness are united, and this is the 
meaning of the Prophet’s saying: “Every Prophet was given signs 
which the people have believed, but I was given a Revelation that 
Allah (4) revealed to me and I hope that on the Day of Resurrection 
my followers will be the greatest in number, as compared to those of 
the other Prophets.’ (Bukhari, The Merits of the Qur’an, Revelation) 
That is to say when the miracle is so clear, so strong, and it is (in 
itself) the Revelation, it has a greater chance to be believed.” 
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The miracles of the former Prophets overpowered certain 
classes like the magicians at the time of Moses and the doctors at the 
time of Jesus. However the Holy Qur’an overpowered a whole nation 
including eloquent orators, poets and all. The miracle is also sent to 
each people according to their capacity of understanding. The 
miracles sent to the Children of Israel addressed their senses only, 
because they were known to be uncultured and uneducated. There is 
nothing recorded in history about a famous philosophy or a renowned 
literary work from them. However the Qur’an was sent to the most 
eloquent people who had produced remarkable literary works, and 
that is why they were sent a miracle suitable to their understanding 
and which they would know by their natural astuteness. Lastly the 
miracle of the Qur’an is eternal and more apt to spread world wide 
and that is why it is a strong proof and more truthful. 


The Qur’an proves the prophethood of Muhammad (3) with 
certainty in two ways: 


1. As a whole 


The first way encompasses the knowledge that Muhammad 
(g) lived in Makkah, then left for Madeenah, declared the 
prophethood, received the Qur’an in Revelation, made it the proof of 
his prophethood and challenged the Arabs who were known for their 
eloquence. All these matters are known with certainty and need no 
proof. 


The Arabs and non-Arabs failed to answer the Prophet’s 
challenge to contradict the Qur’an or produce a similar work. That 
challenge took a regressive form rather that a progressive one in order 
to show sarcasm and prove that what they had been asked to do was 
beyond their reach. The challenge started by asking them to produce 
a book similar to the whole Qur’an. 
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€Or do they say, “He [Muhammad] has forged it [this 

Qur’an]?”’ Nay! They believe not! Let them then produce a 

recital like unto it [the Qur’an] if they are truthful.} 
(Qur'an 52:33-34) 


Then, that challenge was lessened only to ten Soorahs (chapter 
of the Qur’an). 
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€Or they say, “He [Prophet Muhammad] forged it [the 

Qur’an].”” Say, “Bring you then ten forged Soorahs 

[chapters] like unto it, and call whosoever you can, other 

than Allah [to your help], if you speak the truth.” 

(Qur’an 11:13) 

Finally the challenge was again lessened to only one Soorah. 
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€And this Qur’an is not such as could ever be produced by 
other than Allah [Lord of the heavens and the earth], but it is 
a confirmation of [the Revelation] which was before it [i.e. 
the Zawrdt (Torah), and the Injeel (Gospel)], and of full 
explanation of the Book [I.e. laws, decreed for mankind] — 
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wherein there is no doubt — from the Lord of the ‘Alameen 
[mankind, jinn and all that exists]. Or do they say, “He 
[Muhammad] has forged it?” say, “Bring then a Soorah 
[chapter] like unto it, and call upon whomsoever you can 
besides Allah, if you are truthful.” (Qur'an 10:37-38) 


The Qur’an mentions with certainty that they will fail to 
answer the challenge not only during their times but even in the 
future. 
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{But if you do it not, and you can never do it, then fear the 
Fire [Hell] whose fuel is men and stones, prepared for the 
disbelievers.} (Qur’an 2:24) 


It also confirms that they cannot answer the challenge by 
calling on their supporters or even seeking the help of the jinn. 
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Say, “If the mankind and the jinn were to come together to 
produce the like of this Qur’an, they could not produce the 
like thereof, even if they helped one another.”} 

(Qur’an 17:88) 


Since that challenge is obvious and known with certainty, then 
it proves that the Qur’an is clear evidence of prophethood. Qadi 
‘Abdul Jabbar said, “The Prophet Muhammad (¢) challenged his 
people with the Qur’an and made it the evidence of his prophethood 
that made them oblige to follow, obey and submit to him; abandoning 
the life of comfort and luxuries to bear the heavy burden. The Arabs 
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were known for eloquence, they had their own way of disdain and 
pride, and they were ready to make all efforts to remain leaders 
instead of following a new leader and submitting to him. That is why 
they attempted with all the means they knew to prove that 
Muhammad (3%) was a false Prophet. However, they ultimately 
surrendered and failed to produce anything similar to the Qur’an, and 
this is a strong proof that it is from Allah (4%) as clear evidence of 
Muhammad’s prophethood. 


2. The Details 


The second way the Qur’an proves his prophethood is through 
studying and learning about it. This is possible only for those who 
can study and understand the Qur’an. Such a study reveals many 
aspects of the miracles of the Qur’an that cover all the branches of 
human knowledge. Those aspects can be summarised: 


2.1. The miracles of eloquence and style 


First of all, the Qur’an is a miracle of eloquence and style. 
This includes the eloquence of the Qur’an’s expressions in two 
aspects: purity of language and impressiveness. There is also the 
eloquence of the Qur’an in regards to meaning and this is obvious 
in different three aspects. In the fist, the meaning is clear from the 
word itself. 


Second, the wording gives the exact meaning. Any addition or 
any omission would reduce the eloquence and not serve the meaning. 
That is obvious in the Arabs’ saying: “the killing stops killing” and 
what Allah (4) says in this verse. 


[\V4 285caSt] $y eani 3 KAN 
And there is [a saving of] life for you in Qisds [the law of 
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Equality in punishment of murder]... (Qur'an 2:179) 
Third, the Qur’an also expresses many concepts in just a few words. 


The composition of the Qur’an is excellent and obvious in that 
the Qur’anic speech is harmonious, the measure is balanced and not 
inconsistent, and if a word is taken from its place, and then the whole 
Arabic language is searched for a better substitute, it will not be 
found. Allah (4%) says: 
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[This is] a Book, the Verses whereof are perfected [in every 
sphere of knowledge], and then explained in detail from one 
[Allah] Who is All-Wise, All-Acquainted [with all things].} 

(Qur'an 11:1) 


Then there is the artistic imagery that is found in the Qur’an. 
This is a new aspect of the Qur’an’s miraculous eloquence revealed 
by Sayyid Qutb. He studied the general principles of the artistical and 
esthetical qualities of the Qur’an that are materialised in imagery that 
he considered the preferred instrument in the style of the Qur’an and 
the first rule of its eloquence. It expresses in an imaginary image the 
mental meaning, the psychological state, the tangible incident, the 
visible spectacle, the human model and man’s nature. Then that 
image is promoted and given life or renewable movement, thus the 
mental meaning becomes a movement, the psychological state 
becomes a spectacle, the human model becomes a living person and 
man’s nature becomes visible. The listener forgets that he listens to a 
recital and imagines himself in front of the spectacle that is being 
presented or an incident taking place in front of one’s eyes. The 
miraculous aspect of the artistical imagery in the Qur’an is that its 
instrument is the inanimate word and not the expressive persons, the 
colours or the accompanying music. 
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2. 2. Historical events 


The Qur’an also is a miracle of information. A study of the 
Qur’an reveals that the Qur’an narrates in extremely precise detail the 
stories of the former nations and their stands vis-a-vis their Prophets. 
It also mentions the biographies of these Prophets and the reactions 
of their nations. This information was not mentioned in the Bible and 
includes the stories of Hood, Salih and Shu‘ayb (peace be upon 
them). Some of the stories may have been mentioned in the Bible in 
brief, but then they are shown in the Qur’an in full detail. The Qur’an 
also reveals information about the unseen. It gives details about the 
creation of the universe, Adam, the angels, and the jinn devils. It also 
describes the Hereafter, recompense, reward and punishment, 
Paradise and Hell, bliss and torment in a way that has no other Holy 
Book has. 


The Qur’an also gives certain prophecies. It told of events of 
the unseen that have come true just as mentioned in the Qur’an. Allah 


(4g) says: 
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<The Romans have been defeated. In the nearest land [Syria, 
Iraq, Jordan, and Palestine], and they, after their defeat, will 


be victorious. Within three to nine years. The matter, before 
and after [these events] is only with Allah...) (Qur'an 30:2-4) 


Seven years later, the Romans defeated the Persians. Allah also says: 
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{Say to [them], “If the home of the Hereafter with Allah is 
indeed for you specially and not for others, of mankind, 
then long for death if you are truthful.” But they will never 
long for it because of what their hands have sent before 
them [i.e. what they have done]. And Allah is All-Aware of 
the Dhdlimoon [polytheists and wrong-doers].} 

(Qur’an 2:94-95) 


The Jews were very keen to belie Muhammad and claimed that 
they were on the right path. However they did not show any longing 
for death in order to meet Allah and obtain the reward in Paradise as 
they alleged. Allah (4%) said about al-Waleed ibn al-Mugheerah: 
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dI will cast him unto Hell-fire. And what will make you 


know [exactly] what Hell-fire is? It spares not [any sinner], 
nor does it leave [anything unburned]!} (Qur'an 74:26-28) 


He (4) said about Abu Lahab: 
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{Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab [an uncle of the 
Prophet] and perish he! His wealth and his children will not 


benefit him! He will be burnt in a Fire of blazing flames! 
(Qur'an 111:1-3) 


Both of these men died unbelievers. These men would have only had 
to say the testimony of faith, even without meaning it, to have 
embarrassed the Prophet and contradicted the verse. 
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2.3. The miracle of legislation 


The Qur’anic legislation is miraculous in that it is an easy one 
that is compatible with the human natural disposition and is a general 
balance of human life valid for every time and every place. That 
makes the Qur’an also a proof that the prophethood of Muhammad 
(8%) is the last one. The miracle of legislation in the Qur’an is based 
on moderation. The Christians say that Moses came with justice and 
Jesus came with clemency, but the legislation of the Qur’an is mid- 
way between the two: it enjoins justice and encourages forgiveness. 
Allah (4) says: 


<The recompense of an evil is an evil like thereof; but 
whoever forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is 
with Allah...} (Qur’an 42:40) 


That is why it is said Moses came with glorification of Allah 
and Jesus came with beauty and that Muhammad was sent with 
perfection. For example, the perfection of the Islamic doctrine is 
made known in that it combines ease, leniency, forgiveness, and good 
morals with strictness, jihad, and establishing the laws. 


In addition to its moderation, the miracle of legislation in Islam 
has more aspects. For example, it is flexible. The Qur’anic legislation 
is based on general legislative rules that are to be followed and that 
can be implemented at any place and in any time. The rule of 
consultation for instance states: “And who conduct their affairs by 
mutual consultation.” The Qur’an calls for its implementation but 
did not determine a specific form for that. There are also other such 
rules like “necessities may make permissible what is prohibited”, and 
“to gain benefits and avoid harms (to administer justice between the 


people)”. 


The legislation of the Qur’an is also comprehensive. Allah (4¢) says: 
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d... And We have sent down to you the Book [the Qur’an] as 
an exposition of everything, a guidance, a mercy, and glad 
tidings for those who have submitted themselves [to Allah 
as Muslims].} (Qur’an 16:89) 


The Islamic legislation covers all the affairs of life: morals and 
conducts, man’s relation with his Lord, his knowledge, work, 
livelihood, political systems, war, and economy. When compared to 
other laws, it has the privilege of organising worship and morals. 
When compared to the other religions, the Islamic legislation is 
outstanding in that it is more comprehensive than all other social 
groups in the full sense of the terms of politics, economics and 
sociology. It is not possible in this book to recite all the Qur’anic 
verses addressing these aspects of the human life, but there is a 
comprehensive verse to help illustrate this. Allah (4%) says: 
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<Verily, Allah enjoins al- ‘Ad [i.e. justice and worshipping 
none but Allah Alone — Islamic Monotheism] and al-Ihsân 
[i.e. to be patient in performing your duties to Allah, totally 
for Allah’s sake and in accordance with the Sunnah (legal 
ways of the Prophet) in a perfect manner], and giving [help] 
to Kith and Kin [i.e. all that Allah has ordered you to give 
them e.g., wealth, visiting, looking after them, or any other 
kind of help], and forbids a/-Fahshd [1.e. all evil deeds, e.g. 
illegal sexual acts, disobedience of parents, polytheism, to 
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tell lies, to give false witness, to kill a life without nght], and 
al-Munkar [i.e. all that is prohibited by Islamic law: 
polytheism of every kind, disbelief and every kind of evil 
deeds], and al-Baghy [i.e. all kinds of oppression]. He 
admonishes you, that you may take heed. (Qur'an 16:90) 


This Qur’anic verse encompasses the legislation of political affairs, 
moral and social matters and the economy. 


The Qur’anic legislation is easy to follow. Since all the laws 
and commands are for the benefit of man, the differences between 
people such as the various levels of mentalities, weakness and 
disability are taken into account. Therefore, the most important 
characteristic of these laws and commands is its easiness that made it 
possible for all the people to adhere to them and live under them. The 
aspects of easiness include the ease of understanding the 
commandments and the ease of performing those commandments. 
The legislative commands are so easy that an illiterate man can 
understand and follow them. As for performance, it 1s also so easy. 
The prayer is only seventeen Rak‘ahs per day which can be 
performed in any place even during travel. The Zakah (poor-due) is a 
small amount from the surplus of property. Fasting is but one month 
per year and during the daylight hours only (practically fifteen whole 
days). Hajj (Pilgrimage) is performed once in a lifetime and only for 
those who are capable of it. 


The easiness of the Islamic laws and commands is not limited 
to the way of performance but also includes exemptions given to 
weak people and others of temporary or permanent disability. In 
some cases, exemptions may include all the commands except the 
prayer. This is in the case of a poor, weak person who can neither fast 
nor pay Zakah nor go for Hajj. Such a person can perform prayer in 
the most comfortable way for him, even while sitting, sleeping or by 
moving his head or just a finger. 
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2.4. The intellectual miracle 


The intellectual miracle of the Qur’an is obvious in that it 
addresses the intelligence in a way that calls for thinking and 
understanding; joining these two to emotions and feelings to guide 
mankind to happiness in this world and in the Hereafter. It made clear 
to mankind what they disputed about and established proofs and 
evidence of the authentic faiths. It also calls for mankind to reject all 
that does not conform to intelligence. That is why Islam encourages 
the thinking process that leads to Islam. 


Some of the Muslim thinkers like Muhammad ‘Abdu believe 
that the Qur’an was sent when the human community became mature 
enough to receive it and was back on the Right Path. Since the 
Qur’an addresses the mind with the objective to establish certainty in 
knowledge on a true method as an important introduction to establish 
certainty in belief, there are some principles to which the Qur’an 
draws attention in order to establish certainty of belief. One, man 
should not accept in his mmd matters that are not proved to be true 
and should not establish his faith on illusion. Two, he should not 
establish his judgement or belief on his own desire or on assumption. 
Three, he should not pretend knowledge of things that he does not 
know. 
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€And follow not [O’ man i.e., say not, or do not or witness 


not] that of which you have no knowledge...) 
(Qur'an 17:36) 


Lastly, he should not insist to stick to his opinion if it proves to 
be false. All these principles are implemented on the structure of the 
Qur’anic text which is miraculously different from the other holy and 
ordinary texts. There are three elements that constitute the core of its 
addressing the mmd. 
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The first element is that there is no differences or 
contradictions in the Qur’an and that has been claimed in the Book 
itself. This made it a proof that the Qur’an has a divine source. Allah 


(4) says: 
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d... Had it been from other than Allah, they would surely 
have found therein many a contradiction.) (Qur'an 4:82) 


According to Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar this element also includes 
that the Qur’an is free from contradiction and difference in regards to 
word, meaning and significance. Whoever says that the Qur’an is 
contradictory lacks knowledge and contemplation. Abu Hashim al- 
Jiba’i said, “Being free from difference and contradiction, the Qur’an 
is truly from Allah (4%) because these qualities are not known in the 
human speech.” 


These are different ways used by the Qur’an to convince the 
reader of the truth. It takes the reader down a path of intellectual 
reasoning to arrive at certain proofs. First there is a Qur’anic balance 
between reason and parables in order to reveal facts and to know the 
ways to know similarity and difference. Allah (4%) says: 
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Shall We then treat the Muslims [believers of Islamic 
Monotheism, doers of righteous deeds] like the Mujrimoon 
[criminals, polytheists and disbelievers, etc.]? What is the 
matter with you? How judge you? (Qur'an 68:35-36) 


Next, there is showing the truth by reasoning through 
precedence and comparison. This means to confirm a statement or a 
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quality of something on the basis that it has been confirmed 
previously or that it resembles something that has already been 
proven. The Qur’an has proved Resurrection in that way in the 
following verse: 
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And he puts forth for Us a parable, and forgets his own 
creation. He says, “Who will give life to these bones after 
they are rotten and have become dust?” Say [O’ 
Muhammad], “He will give life to them Who created them 
for the first time! And He is the All-Knower of every 
creation!” (Qur’an 36:78-79) 


The Qur’an also used a method of referring to the obvious in 
regards to the divine qualities. It confirms for Allah (4) all the 
perfection that is possible for man and deems Him far above any 
defect confirmed for man. The polytheists once said that Allah (4%) 
has daughters when at the same time they hated having daughters. 
The Qur’an says: 
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«Have you then considered al-Lét and al-‘Uzzé [two idols 
of the pagan Arabs]. And Manat [another idol of the pagan 


Arabs], the other third? Is it for you the males and for Him 
the females?) (Qur’an 53:19-21) 


The Qur’an also uses this method to prove the Oneness of 
Allah. Allah (4) says: 
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«He sets forth for you a parable from your ownselves: Do 
you have partners among those whom your right hands 
possess [1.e. your slaves] to share as equals in the wealth We 
have bestowed on you whom you fear as you fear each 
other...?} (Qur’an 30:28) 


The man among them did not accept to have his slave as an 
equal partner in his wealth, so then how could man accept the idea 
that the created slave is partner to Allah in godship and the right of 
worship? 


The Qur’an uses deduction as well. Whoever knows that one 
thing is necessary for the realisation of another then uses the result to 
prove the original thing. This is clear in the following Qur’anic verse: 


[Yo : , slall] ED SHS Oh A che & Va slp 
Were they created by nothing? Or were they themselves 
the creators?) (Qur’an 52:35) 


Everyone of sound reason must acknowledge that things 
cannot happen by themselves and without someone responsible. 


The Qur’an contains a lot knowledge, theories and topics. 
Some theorists consider this principle an independent miracle of the 
Qur’an. Al-Mawardi said, “The fifth miracle of the Qur’an is that the 
knowledge contained in it cannot be found in a human being, so it 
cannot be but from Allah (4) Who encompasses all things in 
knowledge.” Nevertheless it is classified under the intellectual 
miracles because in order to make use of the knowledge contained in 
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the Qur’anic text, one needs to make an intellectual effort to deduce 
them. After that the specialists in every branch of knowledge can 
refer to them to deduce their principles. The theologians based their 
opinions in Tawheed (Monotheism) on what Allah (4) says: 


Ay eG ae ae ae hie eee a. A 
JY AY lass Jal ass Yl EN Gb g Dy 
[\4* iols di 4 Yi 


Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in 
the alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for 
men of understanding. (Qur’an 3:190) 


They also depended on the Qur’an in regards to the creation, 
resurrection and the need to contemplate to understand the reality of 
the world. The linguists and grammarians compiled their books while 
deriving the rules from the Qur’an. 


The knowledge contained in the Qur’an is not limited to 
religious knowledge but covers other branches of knowledge like 
medicine, geometry, algebra, agriculture, astrology and others. Al- 
Ghazali says that the Qur’an is the source of all the branches of 
knowledge. In addition to medicine, astrology, anatomy, physiology 
and magic, he mentions the knowledge of people in the past and 
others that are either undiscovered or are beyond mankind’s capacity 
of understanding. 


Al-Ghazali said, “All the branches of knowledge that we have 
mentioned and those we have not mentioned are coming out of one of 
Allah’s seas of knowledge which are endless. If the sea was ink for 
writing the words of Allah, the sea would be exhausted before the 
words of Allah were finished. It is among Allah’s acts to cause people 
to fall sick and to cure them. Allah (4%) says in the story of Ibraheem 
(8): 
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[As isai] 4) rey xe Couey (3) 9% 
€And when I am ill, it is He Who cures me.} (Qur'an 26:80) 


This act is known only to those who know medicine and the reasons 
of curing perfectly well.” 


Al-Ghazali continued, “Among His acts also is the knowledge 
of the sun and the moon. Allah describes them in the following verses: 


[o 2 ge 3 4O ote Sly Aig 


<The sun and the moon run on their fixed courses [exactly] 
calculated with measured out stages for each [for 
reckoning].} (Qur’an 55:5) 


C0 ICEL 
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<... And measured out for it stages that you might know the 
number of years and the reckoning...) (Qur’an 10:5) 


aed EN grr ee 047 24- A at 2era 
[aA sical] sO i SA a O i a 


And the moon will be eclipsed. And the sun and the moon 
will be joined together [by going one into the other or folded 


up or deprived of their light].} (Qur'an 75:8-9) 

rte te BOs me EG oe en’ 
46 shall np 338 SS (GI pina) bs una ly 
[YA : 3] 


And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term [appointed]. 
That is the Decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.} 
(Qur’an 36:38) 


Nobody understands the operation of the sun and the moon, their 
eclipse and the alternation of day and night except those who are 
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specialised in astronomy. Furthermore nobody else except those who 
know physiology, the number of the body’s internal and external 
organs, their kinds and functions can understand the meaning of 
Allah’s words. 


SÍ AOE LAPS LOES 


4O E Hi Aa O AG A AE all> 
[A-V : Lea Yi] 


40’ man! What has made you careless about your Lord, the 
Most Generous? Who created you, fashioned you perfectly, 
and gave you due proportion. In whatever form He willed, 
He put you together.) (Qur'an 82:6-8) 


The Qur’an mentioned that knowledge in different locations. 
Anatomy is an old science that was studied by ancient generations. 
The Qur’an contains all the sciences of the older generations and of 
the newer ones.” Al-Ghazali then ends his introduction with the 
advice, “So contemplate the Qur’an and search this knowledge in 
order that you come to understand the knowledge of the past and the 
future. Study it to understand the whole and the detail of it.” 


As-Suyooti said, “The Qur’an encompasses every branch of 
knowledge, the wonders of creatures and the dominion of the heaven 
and the earth.” Depending on his viewpoint the Qur’an’s law is 
suited for the illiterate Arabs. Ash-Shatibi opposed the opinions of 
as-Suyooti and al-Ghazali. He said, “Many people go beyond the 
limit in their claims for the Qur’an by saying that it is the source of all 
the branches of knowledge both in the past and in the future including 
physics mathematics, geometry, and logic and this is not correct.” 
Then he interprets the following two verses, that obviously show that 
the Qur’an contains all the principles of knowledge. 


[YA cpa] hr os SSH a CLS Cp 
¢...We have neglected nothing in the Book...) (Qur'an 6:38) 
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He says that the first verse means only the things that concern 
worship and obligations. 


[AA : fol] 48 Bis sl at iis 


He says that the “Book” here means the “Preserved Tablet.” 


d... And We have sent down to you the book [the Qur’an] as 
an exposition of everything...} (Qur'an 16:89) 


However ash-Shatibi’s restricting the knowledge of the Qur’an to 
commands, worship and what the Arabs know has no strong proof 
from common sense or reality if the following points are taken into 
account. 


1. The Qur’an is not intended only for the Arabs, but for all mankind. 
Thus the miracle of its address is that the illiterate man can under- 
stand the commands and legislation, but the literate man can find in it 
suitable knowledge that suits his intelligence and helps him believe in 
it. Had the Qur’an been intended only for the illiterate Arabs, the 
contemporary scholars would have not accepted it. On the contrary, 
they now follow it because it conforms to the contemporary sciences. 


2. The three objectives of the Qur’an (Monotheism-Narration- 
Information) are not limited only to command and worship but also 
include other matters relevant to man, the universe and life. If the two 
verses: “We have neglected nothing in the Book...” and “We have 
sent down to you the Book as an exposition of everything...” are 
applicable to commands and worship that does not mean that the 
Qur’an has neglected other aspects which are very essential to man’s 
religious, economic and social life. This is not reasonable. 


3. The reality of the Muslims reveals that they became the pioneers of 
mankind and more advanced them in the fields of science, culture, 
sociology and architecture when they made the Qur’an their practical 
constitution and guide in life. 
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4. The total number of verses dealing with commands and legislation 
is one hundred and fifty, whereas the number of those dealing with 
knowledge and sciences is seven hundred and fifty verses. Has the 
Qur’an then been sent to clarify the first group of verses and to 
neglect the bigger one? 


5. The Qur’an is the last of the divine Books, and this entails that it 
should comprise the instruments to make decisions in regards to 
every change in human life. No doubt, one of these instruments is 
cognitive development and scientific progress. This means that 
realising the status of the Qur’an as a true reference depends on 
whether it contains the basis and principles to answer man’s 
questions relating to branches of knowledge and science still to 
come. 


The various aspects of the Qur’an’s miracles are not limited to 
eloquence, information, intellectual and legislative aspects but there 
is also another aspect pertaining to the inner effect left in the heart of 
the Muslim while reciting the Qur’an or listening to it. Nevertheless it 
is not practical to discuss this matter because it differs from one 
person to another. Furthermore this only pertains to believers and 
does affect those who oppose it. 


2.5. The scientific miracle 


The present time is completely different from the past times. 
Therefore it is necessary to have a new face of the Qur’anic miracles 
that suits today’s mentality and constitutes a convincing proof for 
contemporary man. However, the failure of the ancestors to challenge 
or imitate the Qur’an should suffice contemporary man. At-Tabari 
says, “Since the Qur’an’s evidence and challenge are eternal, the 
miracles are there at any time and the challenge is for every 
generation.” 
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The scientific miracle of the Qur’an suits the nature of our time 
which is characterised by scientific achievement to such an extent 
that science has now become one of the strongest pillars of survival 
and the most effective weapon in today’s struggle. The subjects of the 
Qur’an’s scientific miracle include astronomy, medicine, geology, 
botany, zoology, biology, economics, commerce, history, civilisation, 
maritime studies and more. It is now confirmed that “the Qur’an does 
not contain any statement that can be scientifically criticised today” 
according to the witness of Maurice Bucaille who is the author of The 
Qur’an, Bible and Science. Another author states, “Muhammad (3) 
has left for the world a Book which is the sign of eloquence and the 
record of morals. A Holy Book in which there is no contradiction 
with contemporary scientific discoveries and natural rules. There is 
no recent scientific fact that contradicts the basis of Islam. Coherence 
between the teachings of the Holy Qur’an and the natural laws is 
complete.” (Ahmed Izzet, Religion and Science, p. 24) In his 
encyclopaedia The Grand Religions, the religious historian Ninion 
Smart says that Islam and science support each other and that there is 
no contradiction between the two. 


These non-Muslim scholars reached these results by help of 
the scientific comparison between the Qur’anic texts and modern 
science’s facts in addition to the reliability of the Qur’anic texts 
revealed to Muhammad (£). These scholars have subjected the 
Qur’anic texts to the criteria of the science of texts, history and 
criticism. Rodi Bart said, “We apply here on Islam, its history and the 
other Arabic books that we work with the same criterion of criticism 
we apply on the history of our thoughts and the registered sources of 
our world.” They concluded that the Qur’an was protected from 
alteration and change and that its present text is the same as that 
recited by the Prophet Muhammad (¢) to his Companions. Noldeka 
said, “The Qur’an’s text is in the most perfect form.” Le Blox said, 
“The Qur’an is, today, the only divine Book in which there is no 
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alteration.” Maurice Bucaille said, “The Qur’an’s text witnessed no 
alteration from the time of its revelation to Muhammad (¢) until our 
day.” Blashire said, “All the teachings and commands received by 
Muhammad (2%) were from Allah Who stated them in a Preserved 
Tablet.” That is what led a Christian philosopher to admit that: 
“Islam is the only documented religion through which the other 
religions are documented.” 


It is doubtless then that this absolute reliability in the 
authenticity of the successive transmission of the Qur’an is attributed 
to one aspect of the Qur’an’s miracles: the protection of it that Allah 
(4) took upon Himself. He (4%) says: 


[4 : all] sO Sad A SGN GS SS Gy 
<Verily, We it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr [i.e. the 
Qur’an] and surely, We will guard it [from corruption].} 
(Qur’an 15:9) 
This miracle of protection is reflected in collecting the Qur’an 
in the heart of the Prophet (6). Allah (4%) says: 


ad er ir a 1r 5 GED “fo? 447 res A 
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Move not your tongue concerning [the Qur’an, O’ 
Muhammad] to make haste therewith. It is for Us to collect 
it and to give you [O° Muhammad] the ability to recite it 
[the Qur’an]. And when We have recited it to you [O’ 
Muhammad] through Jibreel [Gabriel], then follow its 
recital.} (Qur'an 75:16-18) 


Then this protection extends to include protection against 
forgetfulness. 
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[1 be sO Gi SBE 
gWe shall make you to recite [the Qur’an], so you [O’ 
Muhammad] shall not forget [it],} (Qur'an 87:6) 


Also Allah made it easy for the Muslim to learn by heart and to recite. 


[\v : cal] 4) Sa on Je BSI Sel Os Sal} 


And We have indeed made the Qur’an easy to understand 
and remember; then is there any one who will remember [or 
receive admonition]? (Qur'an 54:17) 


Before the Prophet’s death, Jibreel (4) revised the whole 
Qur’an twice for the Prophet (3). The Holy Qur’an was collected 
during the time of Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq («& ) from the skins, papers 
and the date-palm leaves in an unprecedented documentary method. 
It was later copied over during the time of ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan (43). 


Had it not been for this miracle of protection, the scientific 
miracle of the Qur’an would not have been revealed. There will be 
only a few examples discussed in the following pages because the 
Qur’anic verses dealing with the facts and topics of science are more 
than seven hundred and fifty verses; not to mention those dealing 
with economics, politics, social science, psychology, philosophy, 
history and methods of legislation. 


2.5.1. The creation of the universe 


In the Qur’an there is not one successive narration about the 
creation of the world, but various aspects of this process are 
discussed on different occasions according to the following 
information. 


a) The stages of creation: 
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€Allah it is He Who has created the heavens and the earth, 
and all that is between them in Six Days...) (Qur'an 32:4) 


These “six days” actually represent long periods of time and 
not a literal twenty four hour period because the length of a “day” for 
Allah is not the same as our day. Allah (4) says: 


dV 27 s4 I Sor s2 A a ie “sf LEEA v 4 o2 $07) 
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«He manages and regulates [every] affair from the heavens 
to the earth; then it [affair] will go up to Him, in one Day, 
the space whereof is a thousand years of your reckoning [i.e. 
reckoning of our present world’s time].} (Our’an 32:5) 


ea -7 A SE GER - pie ov g A A 57 Se 47% sac 

a ll Samed 90 )\ Abe ok LS. 3 ad)! SFF rE I 
N 

[E i gyk] aE 


<The angels and the Rooh [Jibreel] ascend to Him in a Day 
the measure whereof is fifty thousand years.) (Qur’an 70:4) 


Thus the day of creation cannot be measured in hours, but only 
as a long period of time. 


b) The method of creation: 


The Qur’an mentions the summary of two essential 
phenomena in regards to the creation of the universe. Allah says: 


ad s 
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Then He rose over [istawd] towards the heaven when it 
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was smoke...) (Qur’an 41) 
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Have not those who disbelieve known that the heavens and 
the earth were joined together as one united piece, and then 
We parted them? And We have made from water every 
living thing...) (Qur’an 21:30) 


The Qur’an refers to a mass of gas and that there was a process 
of separation of this first unique mass that was joined. 


c) The nature of creation: 
The Qur’an also alludes to a various number of heavens, earths 
and universes. Allah (4) says: 
[Vo Pep 4i A) Ke QD 5 Á KAN 


of 


€All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 
‘Alameen [mankind, jinn and all that exists].} (Qur'an 1:2) 


[vy SS] 650% BY 65 ie a GE ill if} 


€It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the earth 
the like thereof [i.e. seven]... (Qur'an 65:12) 


Comparing the Qur’anic facts about the process of the creation 
with the modern scientific facts, the stages of creation of the long 
periods and the estimated age of the universe (according to scientists 
20 billion years) appear to be identical. This is also true about the 
creation of the universe through a separation known by scientists as 
the Big Bang Theory. The consistency is clear between the concept of 
a primary nebula in modern science and the “smoke” in the Qur’an 
(41:11). Astronomers have proved through their observatories and 


Muhammad 5 Prophethood, Reality or Myth 167 


mathematical and non-mathematical analyses that our solar group is a 
very minute entity in this universe. According to Karl Sagan, lecturer 
of astronomy, we are living on an atom of dust that turns around a 
monotonous star in the remotest corner of a dark galaxy that swims in 
space. If by chance we enter that space, the probability of being on or 
near a planet will be less than 1 times 10 to the thirty-third power, per 
cent. 


2.5.2. Astronomy 


The Qur’an contains many clarifications about astronomy 
including the following facts. 


a) General contemplation in heavens: 


Allah (a) says: 


è 24 ff 4 Pa 
[Y sues] EG AE ga Sigel ay Sl lp 
€A llah is He Who raised the heavens without any pillars that 
you can see... (Qur'an 13:2) 


This is the ruling principle that prevents the heavens from falling on 
earth; by the balance based on the direct proportion between masses 
and distances. The further the celestial bodies are from each other, the 
weaker becomes their attraction force to each other. 


b) The nature of the celestial bodies: 
The Qur’an makes a distinction between the sun and the moon. 
Allah (4%) says: 
ict) QC OOM Jess G be Tal Sees 


€And has made the moon a light therein, and made the sun a 
lamp?) (Qur’an 71:16) 


It calls the sun a “lamp” and the moon a “light.” It is known that the 
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sun is a star that produces high heat and light through its internal 
combustion whereas the moon has no light in itself but reflects the 
light it receives from the sun. 


c) The movement of the sun and the moon: 


In the Qur’an it is revealed that the movements of the sun and 
the moon are in a certain direction and for a certain period of time. 
Allah (4) says: 


[Y iae] 47i eo ae 


d... He has subjected the sun and the moon [to continue 
going round], each running [its course] for a term 


appointed...) (Qur'an 13:2) 
s 0 5 ci 7 MIG! GS GE) Ge Bhp 
[YA : 3] 


€And the sun runs on its fixed course for a term [appointed]. 
That is the Decree of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.) 
(Qur'an 36:38) 


The facts of modern science allow us to prophesy that billions 
of years from now the solar system will not remain as it is but may 
disappear like other stars that no longer exist. As for the velocity of 
the sun, astronomers said that the speed of the sun is nineteen 
kilometres per second in the direction of a star called “Vega.” 


d) The positions of the stars: 
Allah swore in the Holy Qur’an by the mansions of the stars: 


TERETA E am Lat som 
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4So I swear by the positions of the stars. And verily that is 
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indeed a great oath, if you but know. (Qur'an 56:75-76) 


To know the secret of the greatness of this oath, we have to see 
the results of the research of astronomers in relation to the stars up to 
now. It was decided that our universe contains about 100 billion 
galaxies and each one in turn is made up of 100 billion stars. So the 
number of stars is about 107? or one billion trillion stars. 


The astronomers were able to estimate the distance from earth 
to some of the glittering stars. It is measured by light years: the light 
year is the distance that light travels in one year at its known speed 
(300,000 Km/second). The nearest star is 10 trillion kilometres away. 


The following table contains the distance of some stars from the 
earth: 


ee 
ee 
ee 
ee 
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The observatory of Mount Balomar in America helped to 
photograph galaxies at 300 million light-years using a telescope with 
a mirror diameter of 200 inches. 


2.5.3. The earth 


There are various Qur’anic verses that pertain to different 
aspects of the earth. 


a) Water and sea circulation: 


Allah (4) says: 


{See you not that Allah sends down water [rain] from the 
sky, and causes it to penetrate the earth [and then makes it to 
spring up] as water-springs, and afterward thereby produces 
crops of different colours...) (Qur’an 39:21) 


a7 
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dHe has let loose the two seas [the salt and fresh water] 
meeting together. Between them is a barrier which none of 
them can transgress.} (Qur’an 55:19-20) 


The first Qur’anic verse describes a system of water circulation that 
hydrology has confirmed as perfect. Water evaporates from oceans 
by the effect of heat, and then the evaporation goes up and forms 
clouds which are taken by the wind to different places. Then the rain 
falls and the water eventually flows back to the oceans and seas and 
the circle is complete and ready to repeat itself. Of the rain that falls 
on the dry land, some is absorbed by plants and some of it filters 
down into the soil to replenish the springs and wells. 


Muhammad s Prophethood, Reality or Myth 171 


As for the barrier referred to in the second verse between the 
sweet water and the salt water, it is the barrier resulting from the 
osmotic pressure directed from sweet water towards salt water. This 
makes river water extend long distances in seawater, but not the 
reverse. There is also an effect of the law of gravity because the level 
of seawater is lower than that of river water, and that is why river 
water runs with force towards the seas. 


b) Earth topography: 


The formation of the earth is also described in the Holy 
Qur’an. Allah (4%) says: 


4@) tits SE G ist A A by, BY S je hiy 
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{And Allah has made for you the earth a wide expanse. That 
you may go about therein in broad roads} (Qur’an 71:19-20) 


[V7 p 4) bot Ici & O ie. GENT y fiy 


«Have We not made the earth as a bed and the mountains as 
pegs?% (Qur'an 78:6-7) 


These verses are compatible with the geological facts that the earth is 
formed of a cold, solid and plain crust with winding outcroppings 
that are the origin of mountain chains. The mountains are protrusions 
that are attached to the deep layers of the thick crust which is more 
than 6,000 kilometres deep and in this way act as a stabiliser for the 
crust. 


c) Mineral wealth: 


Pira 77s 
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<... And we brought forth iron wherein is mighty power [in 
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matters of war], as well as many benefits for mankind...) 
(Our’an 57:25) 


The “mighty power” mentioned in this verse may be the use of 
iron in military and civil industries that constitute the tools of 
economic competition and struggle. It may also be an allusion to the 
powerful magnetic properties of iron. The temperature of the lower 
liquid layers of iron is higher than the upper ones, and this causes 
vertical convection currents. These currents, with the circulation of 
the earth around its orbit, generate electric current which in turn 
generates the strong magnetic field of the earth. 


d) The atmospheric layers 


Modern scientific facts have confirmed some of the 
atmospheric phenomena that are described in the Qur’an. Allah says: 
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{And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast 
to Islam; and whomsoever He wills to send astray, He 
makes his breast closed and constricted, as if he is climbing 
up to the sky...) (Qur'an 6:125) 


It is now certain that the higher a person travels up from the sea 
level, the quantity of oxygen in the air decreases to such an extent 
that it may lead to suffocation over heights of more than ten 
kilometres unless a supply of extra oxygen is provided. 


2.5.4. The creation of man 


Embryologists and urologists have researched human 
reproduction and discovered many new facts. An ovum leaves 
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the ovary and is then fertilised by a spermatozoon that is only one cell 
(a very small quantity). This spermatic fluid is produced by the 
testicles and stored in the seminal vesicles and in the Vas deferens 
that leads ultimately to the urinary tracts. There are various glands 
along these tracts which add non-fertilising secretions to the seminal 
fluid. The fertilised ovum then settles in the uterus in the female 
reproductive system. 


After implantation, the embryo starts growing in the form of a 
morsel of flesh which gradually goes through known stages and 
forms the skeleton that will be surrounded with the muscles, the 
nervous system, the circulatory system and other organs. These are 
exactly the facts (only recently discovered) mentioned in the Holy 
Qur’an about reproduction. The amazing details of which are 
examined below. 


a) Fertilisation with a very small quantity of fluid: 
Allah (4) says: 
3 Z Bie 2 Pare.) PE Ar 
[é : jodi] O ae ms Ifo aak of oy ein" 


{He has created man from Nutfah [mixed drops of male and 


female sexual discharge]...} (Qur'an 16:4) 
[vv : acta] 4Q) SS yt ab ff a Ne 


Was he not a Nutfah [mixed male and female sexual 
discharge] of semen emitted [poured forth]?} (Qur'an 75:37) 


There is a reference to the safe place (the womb) where this 
Nutfah is kept. The Qur’an says: 


[VY sO ge gel] 4@) ; E) oS 5 g i A Ae ale. Ap 


{Thereafter We made him [the offspring of Adam] as a 
Nutfah [mixed drops of the male and female sexual 
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discharge and lodged it] in a safe lodging [womb of the 
woman]. (Qur’an 23:13) 


This is a very precise description of a woman’s uterus which is very 
well protected by the pelvic bones. 


b) The nature of the fertilising fluid: 


The Qur’an describes two characteristics of this fluid. It is an 
ejaculated fluid, and it comprises various elements. Allah (4) says: 


[T : UB) 4) BI 1 os GY 
He is created from a water gushing forth. (Qur'an 86:6) 
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<Verily, We have created man from Nutfah [drops] of mixed 
semen [sexual discharge of man and woman]...} 
(Qur’an 76:2) 
It is known that the male seminal fluid comes out by ejaculation and 
that it is composed of secretions produced in the testicles, the seminal 
vesicles, prostate gland and the other glands of the urinary tract. 


c) The ovum settles in the womb: 


The Qur’an points out two points in this regard. First, there is 
the necessity that the ovum settles in the womb. Allah (4) says: 
aie 5-4 “% < IZZ Kr | AL 
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g... And We cause whom We will to remain in the wombs 
for an appointed term...) (Qur'an 22:5) 


Secondly, the ovum settles there by hanging to the womb like a 
clot of blood. Allah (ağ) says: 
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Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created [all that 
exists]. He has created man from a clot [a piece of thick 
coagulated blood].} (Qur'an 96:1-2) 
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<Was he not a Nutfah [mixed male and female sexual 
discharge] of semen emitted [poured forth]? Then he 
became an ‘Alagah [a clot]; then [Allah] shaped and 
fashioned [him] in due proportion.) (Qur'an 75:37-38) 


d) The development of the embryo: 


This is described in the Qur’an in an extremely precise 
manner. Allah (4) says: 
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€And indeed We created man [Adam] out of an extract of 
clay [water and earth]. Thereafter We made him [the 
offspring of Adam] as a Nutfah [mixed drops of the male 
and female sexual discharge and lodged it] in a safe lodging 
[womb of the woman]. Then We made the Nutfah into a clot 
[a piece of thick coagulated blood], then We made the clot 
into a little lump of flesh, then We made out of that little 
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lump of flesh bones, then We clothed the bones with flesh, 
and then We brought it forth as another creation. So Blessed 
is Allah, the Best of creators. (Qur'an 23:12-14) 


It can be said that the scientific miracles of the Qur’an can be 
considered as the best answer to those who say that the Qur’an was 
revealed in the seventh century in the Arab Peninsula and should be 
understood within that context. The civilisation of the Arabian 
Peninsula in the seventh century was very far from the knowledge and 
scientific facts that are contained in the Qur’an; some of which have 
only been discovered in the twentieth century. 


The Second Theme: 


The Miracles 
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<The Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft 
asunder [the people of Makkah requested the Prophet 
Muhammad to show them a miracle, so he showed them the 
splitting of the moon]. And if they see a sign, they turn 
away, and say, “This is continuous magic.” They belied [the 
verses of Allah — this Qur’an], and followed their own 
lusts. And every matter will be settled [according to the kind 
of deeds: good deeds will take their doers to Paradise, and 
similarly evil deeds will take their doers to Hell]. And 
indeed there has come to them news [in this Qur’an] 
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wherein there is [enough warning [to check [them from 
evil], (Qur'an 54:1-4) 


“A miracle is a remarkable and extraordinary event that seems 
impossible to explain by means of the known laws of nature. Only 
the Almighty Allah (4%) enables the Prophets to show miracles.” 
(Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar) 


The Prophet Muhammad (3%) has been given miracles and 
signs that have not been given to any Prophet before him. He has the 
clearest evidence, and his message is the most comprehensive one. 
However, there are new efforts to define a miracle as “an 
extraordinary event” that is not commonly found in the nature of all 
the creation except the angels, Prophets and righteous people. Allah 
(4) gives miracles to His Prophets as a sign of their truthfulness. 


The miracles of the Prophet Muhammad (3#¢) are subject to the 
attacks of disbelievers. These attacks follow two trends. The first 
trend believes in the impossibility of the occurrence of a miracle 
which is against reason and the laws of nature, therefore it cannot be 
accepted as an evidence of prophethood. However this allegation 
itself goes against logic for many reasons. Common sense tells us that 
the occurrence of a miracle is possible because man can already fly, 
walk on the water and cover a long distance within a short time. Also 
the occurrence of a miracle is not impossible because it does not 
combine two contradictory matters together. 


There are even more reasons. The impossible is in the mind 
and not in the eye. Hoxell V. said, “I know no impossible but 
contradiction, therefore, there is a logical impossible; but there is no 
natural impossible.” The natural laws do not result from the nature of 
things in such a way that they can neither be changed nor violated. 
Emile Sesse said, “Science has made remarkable progress in studying 
nature. However, it has never proved that the natural laws are 
necessary geometrical laws.” Imagining the occurrence of miracles is 
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not any more difficult than imagining the universe by someone who 
has not seen it. William Stanley Goden, a famous English logician, 
said, “The power that has created the universe is not unable to omit or 
add other things thereto. It is easy to say about it that it is 
inconceivable by the mind, but what is said to be inconceivable is not 
as inconceivable as the existence of the universe.” 


According to logical probability, the occurrence of miracles is 
possible and the natural laws are not a necessity. In addition to that, 
miracles are real. Many people have witnessed them and transmitted 
them to us by reliable means. Therefore saying that the occurrence of 
miracles is impossible is groundless and unjustifiable. 


The second trend puts the Prophet’s miracles in two groups. 
The first group claims that the miracles are only a magnified echo of 
some of those attributed to former Prophets. For example, the water 
that came out of the Prophet’s fingers reminds them of Moses (3) 
getting water out of a rock. The feeding of many people with a small 
amount of bread reminds them of Jesus (3%) doing the same. That is 
also applicable to when the Prophet brought the sun back to prayer 
time and Joshua retained the sun in the middle of the sky for a whole 
day. 


The second part is all the other miracles that are not similar to 
the miracles of the other Prophets. They are considered an impact of 
an inherent tendency in the various ancient civilisations. Known as 
“cosmology”, this is when man has close contact with natural as well 
as unseen powers. However, at the same time they deny the divinity 
of the unseen power and affirm the special laws of nature. 


This classification implies two criticisms about the miracles of 
the Prophet. The first implies that a number of these miracles (those 
similar to the miracles of former Prophets) was taken by Muslims 
from the Holy Bible and attributed to Muhammad (3) either as they 
were or with some modification. It is beyond question that this is 
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contradictory to the date of the translation of the Holy Bible into 
Arabic. The Religions’ Encyclopaedia confirms that the oldest 
Arabic translation of the Bible had appeared in the tenth century. G. 
Graf mentions in his History of the Christian Arabic Literature that 
the oldest text of the Holy Bible translated into Arabic dates back to 
the eleventh century. 


Also it has to be taken into account that the Prophet’s Sunnah 
(traditions, legal ways) has been written and methodologically 
classified since the middle of the eighth century. This can be found in 
the books of scholars like ‘Abdul Raziq (211 H), ‘Abdullah ibn al- 
Mubarak (181 H), Sufyan ibn ‘Uyaynah (197 H), Sufyan ath-Thawn 
(161 H), Wakee‘ ibn al-Jarrah (197 H) and others. These were also 
narrative books containing various topics that made no distinction 
between what is authentic and what is not. In addition to these books 
there are specialised books in the Sunnah that distinguished between 
the authentic and the false in a precise, critical method. These include 
the volumes compiled by Bukhari, Muslim, Imam Ahmad, at- 
Tabarani and al-Hakim. 


The second criticism is that these miracles are superstitions, 
legends, and lies created by the Muslims as a result of the domination 
of illusion and imagination that emanated from the desire to interpret 
the universe from their minds m the absence of religion. There is no 
doubt that this invective is clear evidence of the ignorance of the 
person responsible in regards to the nature of Islam in general, and 
the means of receiving the news and collecting them, in particular. 
The most important of Islam’s characteristics is that all its facts and 
faiths are received from Allah (4) through revelation and 
prophethood, as we have mentioned in Chapter 1. 


In regards to how the Muslims received and collected the 
information, an unprecedented method of precision and verification 
was followed; particularly those relating to the Qur’an and the 
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Sunnah. The Muslims still know very well all the Qur’an and Sunnah 
told by the Prophet (£), the person who heard him, the occasion, the 
followers who heard the Prophet’s companions narrating that, those 
who received the news and information from the followers, and the 
degrees of precision and honesty in translation. The miracles told by 
the Muslims as evidence of the prophethood of Muhammad were 
transmitted by a large number of reliable Muslims and recorded in the 
books of the scholars of the various schools in verified transmitted 
information that leads to certainty. 


The miracles of the Prophet (3) were transmitted in three 
ways. The first of which is by verified transmitted information that is 
reliable according to scientific methods. Some of his miracles were 
propagated and became well-known and so this knowledge is by the 
verification of news and information. The third way his miracles 
were passed on was through individuals. 


There are two kinds of transmissions through individuals. In 
one the content of the transmission (Hadith) has been scientifically 
verified and that is by five methods. The information may come 
through an absolutely truthful person, such as the Prophet (8%) or 
someone certified as truthful by the Prophet (#¢). Thus the source is 
known as truthful and the information as authentic. There are also 
people who have narrated the information and the Muslim 
community 1s unanimous about their truthfulness. It is also a proof of 
authenticity if the information is accepted and implemented. 
Sometimes the information might have been linked to a scene or an 
event that was witnessed by many people who also heard the 
narration and did not deny it. This certifies that the news is also 
authentic. Finally, the information should conform to logic. 


The second kind of transmission through individuals occurs 
when the news narrated by one individual who is considered truthful, 
but it was not confirmed. If the news has endured for a long time 
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without being opposed or rejected, then it is considered, as a whole, 
as verified. The miracles of the Prophet Muhammad (38) that cover 
these kinds are too numerous to be cited here, so only examples of the 
most authentic miracles will be given. 


1. The miracles of the Qur’an 


The miracles of the Qur’an have a great value not only as an 
evidence of prophethood but also as a necessary answer to the people 
of the scripture who allege that there is nothing miraculous in the 
Qur’an that supports the prophethood of Muhammad (3). There are 
actually two kinds of miracles in the Qur’an. First there are certain 
miraculous events. 


1.1 The events 


One of the most known miracles of the Prophet is the splitting 
of the moon. Allah (a) says: 
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áThe Hour has drawn near, and the moon has been cleft 
asunder. And if they see a sign, they turn away, and say, 
“This is continuous magic.” They belied [the Verse of Allah 
— this Qur’an], and followed their own lusts. And every 
matter will be settled [according to the kinds of deeds: good 
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deeds will take their doers to Paradise, and similarly evil 
deeds will take their doers to Hell]. And indeed there has 
come to them news [in this Qur’an] wherein there is 
[enough warning] to check [them from evil]. Perfect 
wisdom [this Qur’an], but [the preaching of] Warners 
benefit them not. So, [O° Muhammad] withdraw from them. 
The Day that the caller will call [them] to is a terrible thing. 
They will come forth, with humbled eyes from [their] 
graves as if they were locusts spread abroad.) (Qur'an 54:1-7) 


This was one of the greatest astronomical miracles. The people 
of Makkah requested the Prophet (#¢) show them a miracle, and so he 
showed them the splitting of the moon. This sign in particular was 
subjected to great criticism. The deniers of this sign said that it could 
not happen and that had it taken place, the whole universe would 
have seen it. However, this criticism can be answered by the 
following points. 


1. The splitting of the moon took place on a cold night and normally 
the people sleep at this time, so it is very rare to have some people 
awake to look into the sky without any objective. Just like an eclipse, 
it may have happened without being noticed by many people. 


2. The event did not last long enough to allow those who saw it to 
wake up other people to see it too. 


3. It was not an expected event which would be waited for by the 
people of the entire world. Some of those who saw the event 
attributed it to magic. 


4. The event was seen by people outside of the Arabian Peninsula. In 
India it was recorded in the books of historians. 


5. Many regions in the world could have been prevented from seeing 
the splitting of the moon by heavy clouds. 
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6. It is normal that such events can be witnessed by the people in 
some regions, but not by the entire world. Due to the difference in 
time, it may be late night in one region whereas it is still daylight in 
another region. 


7. The number of those who saw the splitting of the moon outside the 
Arabian Peninsula might not be sufficient for historians to accept as a 
reliable source and so that event might have been considered a kind 
of eclipse. 


8. If any of the disbelievers in Muhammad (g) saw that event and 
were certain that it was an evidence supporting Muhammad’s 
prophethood, he would not report it to others. On the contrary, he 
would do his best to conceal it. 


Another significant event described in the Qur’an is the Night 
Journey and the Ascension to the heavens. Allah (4) says: 
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Glorified [and Exalted] is He [Allah] [above all that [evil] 
they associate with Him] Who took His slave [Muhammad] 
for a journey by night from al-Masjid-al-Hardm [at 
Makkah] to al-Masjid al-Aqsd [in Jerusalem], the 
neighbourhood whereof We have blessed, in order that 
We might show him [Muhammad] of Our Aydt [proofs, 
evidences, lessons, signs, etc.]. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, 
the All-Seer.} (Qur’an 17:1) 


The Prophet (#¢) made a night journey from Makkah to 
Jerusalem in one night and that normally used to take one month on a 
camel’s back. When the people belied him and asked him to show 
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evidence, he proved it with the following points. He gave them an 
accurate description of Jerusalem though he had not seen it before 
that night. Then he told them detailed information about one of their 
trade caravans which was on the way back to Makkah. He said 
exactly where it was, how the people were and when it was expected 
to arrive in Makkah. When the caravan came, all the information told 
by the prophet (3) proved to be true. 


This story of the Night Journey is mentioned in all the books of 
Hadiths. The transmissions about that event were successive and 
attributed to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, Ibn Mas‘ood, 
Abu Dharr, Abu Hurayrah, Abu Umamah, Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri, Ibn 
‘Abbas, ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, Jâbir, Hudhayfah, and ‘A’ishah and 
Asma’ (the daughters of Abu Bakr). Due to the importance and 
certainty of this miracle, Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar said, “If the Prophet 
Muhammad (%¢) had not had but this miracle, that would have been a 
sufficient proof of his prophethood.” Some of the disbelievers may 
say that the journey was just a dream and only the soul was involved 
and not the body. Nevertheless this can also be answered. Allah (4) 
said in the Qur’an that He “took His slave on a journey” and did not 
say He “took the soul of His slave.” Moreover, the word “slave” here 
means body and soul. In addition, had that journey taken place only 
as a dream, it would have not been a miracle denied by the people of 
Quraysh, and it would have not led some people to renounce Islam. 
Next, had it just been a dream, Umm Hani, the daughter of Abu Talib, 
would have not feared that the people of Quraysh would deny and 
harm the Prophet Muhammad (38). 


The third event that was mentioned was a challenge to the 
Jews to long for death. The Jews were very keen to contradict 
Muhammad (g) and state that it was they who were on the right path 
and who would be rewarded in the Hereafter. However, they showed 
fear and no longing for death in order to receive the reward that they 
claimed they were promised as the Children of Israel. Allah says: 
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«Say to [them], “If the home of the Hereafter with Allah is 
indeed for you specially and not for others, of mankind, 
then long for death if you are truthful.” (Qur'an 2:94) 
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Say [O’ Muhammad], “O’ you Jews! If you pretend that 
you are friends of Allah, to the exclusion of [all] other 
mankind, then long for death if you are truthful.” But they 
will never long for it [death], because of what [deeds] their 
hands have sent before them! And Allah knows well the 
Dhdlimeen [polytheists, wrong-doers disbelievers].} 
(Qur'an 62:6-7) 


The Qur’an promised the Prophet that Allah is a Sufficient 
Protector for him against the scoffers of his message. Five of the 
chiefs of Quraysh used to harm the Prophet (3); al-Waleed ibn al- 
Mugeerah, al-Aswad ibn al-Muttalib, al-Aswad ibn Abd Yaghooth, 
al-‘As ibn Wa’il and al-Hârith ibn al-Talatilah. Allah (a) says: 
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Therefore proclaim openly [Allah’s Message — Islamic 
Monotheism] that which you are commanded, and turn 
away from al-Mushrikoon [polytheists, idolaters, and 
disbelievers]. Truly! We will suffice you against the 
scoffers.} (Qur'an 15:94-95) 
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After the verse was revealed, al-Aswad ibn al-Muttalib passed by the 
Prophet (#¢) who threw a green leaf towards his face. The man 
became blind and started hitting his head against a wall. Al-Aswad 
ibn Abd Yaghooth passed and the Prophet (#¢) pointed to his 
stomach. Afterwards, the man fell sick with dropsy and died from it. 
Al-Waleed passed by and the Prophet (2) pointed to a mark of an old 
injury on the man’s heel, and the wound started bleeding and caused 
the man’s death. Al-‘As passed by the Prophet (¢) who pointed to 
his foot, and a thorn penetrated the man’s foot causing his death. Al- 
Harith passed by the Prophet (38) who pointed to the man’s head, and 
the man’s head was then filled with pus which caused his death. 


One of the events in the Qur’an is the battle of Badr where a 
thousand angels fought to support the Muslims. Allah (4) says: 
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<[Remember] when you sought help of your Lord and He 
answered you [saying], “I will help you with a thousand of 
the angels each behind the other [following one another] in 
succession.” (Qur’an 8:9) 


‘Umar ibn al-Khattab («4% ) narrated that on the day of Badr 
that the Prophet (£) looked at the troops of the Quraysh (one 
thousand men) and his Companions (three hundred and seventeen 
men). He then turned toward the Qiblah (Makkah), lifted up his 
hands and said, “O’ Great Lord! Fulfil Your promise to me. O’ Great 
Lord! If this group of Muslims is destroyed, none will worship You.” 
He continued repeating that supplication raising his hands towards 
the Qiblah until his clothes fell back from his shoulders. Abu Bakr 
(4$) came to the Prophet, put the clothes back on his shoulders, and 
hugged him from behind. He said, “O° Allah’s Messenger (3)! You 
have made sufficient supplication and surely Allah (4%) will fulfil 
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His Promise.” Then Allah (4%) revealed the above cited verse. 


1.2. Prophecies about the future 


There are numerous prophecies, but only a few can be 
examined here. One of the best known prophecies was given about 
the victory of the Romans. Allah (4%) says: 
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<The Romans have been defeated. In the nearest land [Syria, 
Iraq, Jordan and Palestine], and they, after their defeat, will 
be victorious. Within three to nine years. The decision of the 
matter, before and after [these events] is only Allah’s 
[before the defeat of the Romans by the Persians, and after 
the defeat of the Persians by the Romans]... (Qur'an 30:2-4) 


Seven years later this prophecy became true, and the Romans 
defeated the Persians. 


There is also a prophesy that both al-Waleed ibn al-Mugheerah and 
Abu Lahab would die as disbelievers. Allah says about al-Waleed: 
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[without any wealth or children etc., i.e., al-Waleed ibn al- 
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Mugheerah al-Makhzoomi], And then granted him 
resources in abundance, And children to be by his side, 
And made life smooth and comfortable for him. After all 
that he desires that I should give more; Nay! Verily, he has 
been opposing Our Aydt [proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, 
signs, revelations]. I shall oblige him to [climb a slippery 
mountain in the Hell-fire called as-Sa‘ood, or] face a sever 
torment! Verily, he thought and plotted. So let him be 
cursed: how he plotted! And once more let him be cursed: 
how he plotted! Then he thought. Then he frowned and he 
looked in a bad tempered way; then he turned back, and was 
proud. Then he said, “This is nothing but magic from that of 
old. This is nothing but the word of a human being!” I will 
cast him into Hell-fire. And what will make you know 
[exactly] what Hell-fire is? It spares not [any sinner], nor 
does it leave [anything unburnt]!} (Qur’an 74: 11-28) 


Regarding Abu Lahab, He (4) says: 
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«Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab [an uncle of the 
Prophet] and perish he! His wealth and his children will not 


benefit him! He will be burnt in a Fire of blazing flames!) 
(Qur’an 111:1-3) 


Therefore the prediction came true when they both died as 
disbelievers. 


The Prophet was also told that he would be coming back to 
Makkah which he had left for Madeenah. Allah (4) says: 
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<Verily, He Who has given you [O° Muhammad] the Qur’an 
[1.e. ordered you to act on its laws and to preach it to others] 
will surely bring you back to Ma‘ad [place of return, either 
to Makkah or to Paradise after your death]... (Qur'an 28:85) 


The Prophet (#¢) returned to Makkah in the year of the conquest. 


There was also a prophecy that the Prophet (#¢) and the 
Muslims would re-enter Makkah safely after he had been forced to 
leave. 
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4... Certainly, you shall enter al-Masjid al-Hardm, if Allah 
wills, secure, [some] having your heads shaved, and [some] 
having your head hair cut short, having no fear...) 
(Qur’an 48:27) 


This prophecy became true and the Muslims conquered 
Makkah and entered the city in complete security. 


Allah promised the Muslims that He would grant them 
succession and authority. Allah (4) says: 
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Allah has promised those among you who believe and do 
righteous good deeds, that He will certainly grant them 


succession to [the present rulers] in the land, as He granted 
it to those before them, and that He will grant them the 
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authority to practise their religion which He has chosen for 
them [i.e. Islam]. And He will surely give them in exchange 
a safe security after their fear [provided] they [believers] 
worship Me and do not associate anything [in worship] with 
Me.} (Qur’an 24:55) 


Allah (4) has fulfilled His promise to the Prophet 
Muhammad (¢) and his nation. He made them successors of great 
kings and powerful rulers, and their lands and properties were 
inherited by the Muslims. 


2. The miracles in the books of hadith 


There are two kinds of miracles found in the hadith. The first 
are called the miracles of action. These are the miracles that pertain to 
the influence practised on beings either by the Prophet or by Allah 
(4%) without any role played by the Prophet. For example, the 
enemies were destroyed and the people were made to submit to the 
Prophets and love them. 


2.1. Throwing stones in the faces of disbelievers 


It is narrated in Muslim’s authentic volume of Hadith that al- 
‘Abbas ibn ‘Abdul Muttalib said that in the battle of Hunayn a fierce 
fighting was going on between the Muslims and the polytheists. The 
Prophet (#¢) took small stones and threw them towards the enemy 
and said, “By the Lord (Lord) of Muhammad (3), withdraw!” Al- 
‘Abbas added, “By Allah, a short time later the troops of the Quraysh 
were seen running away.” 


2.2. Water springing from the Prophet’s fingers 


It is narrated by Bukhari and Muslim that the Prophet (4) was 
travelling with a group of his Companions. When it was prayer time, 
they told the Prophet (#) that they did not have enough water. He 
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ordered them to bring some water in a bowl. He put his fingers in the 
bowl and water started springing from his fingers until the whole 
group (more than three hundred people) performed ablution from that 
water. 


Abu ‘Ubaydah al-Khazraji believes that water springing out of 
flesh and bones is more surprising than water springing out of a stone 
(the case of Moses). He also sees that Moses (3) made the water 
spring out from a specific stone and when the Children of Israel asked 
him to do that from another stone he refused, but the Prophet 
Muhammad (¢) did not specify any bowl for that miracle. 


2.3. Causing a small amount of food to suffice many people 


‘Abbas ibn Muhammad ad-Douri narrated that Jabir ibn 
‘Abdullah prepared a small amount of food using a handful of barley 
and meat. The Prophet (#¢) blessed that food by reciting some verses 
of the Qur’an and all the troops of the battle of the Ditch (one 
thousand people) ate from that food and still some of the food 
remained. (Bukhari and Muslim) 


2.4. Curing sick people 


It was narrated that on the day of the battle of Khaybar the 
Prophet (3%) sent for ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (4$) who had sore eyes at 
that time. He said, “I will give this flag to a man loved by Allah and 
His Messenger and he loves Allah and His Messenger. Allah will 
help him and make him a conqueror.” When ‘Ali came to the Prophet 
(£), he spat in his eyes and ‘Ali was immediately cured. It was as if 
he had never complained of any pain in his eyes. (Bukhari and 
Muslim) 


2.5. The longing of the trunk 


It was narrated that Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah said, “The Mosque 
used to have pillars made of date palm trunks and while delivering 
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the sermon, the Prophet (£) used to stand next to one of these trunks. 
When a minbar (pulpit) was made inside the Mosque and the Prophet 
(£) moved there to deliver his sermons, we heard a sound like that of 
a camel coming out of the trunk until the Prophet (38) came and put 
his hand on the trunk, and then it calmed down.” (Bukhari and 
Muslim) 


3. The verbal miracles 


This kind of miracle is either informing someone about unseen 
matters or an answered invocation. The Prophet sometimes told 
someone information about something that was unseen or unknown. 
An example of this occurred when one man attempted to question the 
Prophet (#). Anas («& ) narrated that when the news of the Prophet’s 
arrival at Madeenah reached ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, he went to the 
Prophet (3) and said, “I am going to ask you about three things 
which only a Prophet can answer. What is the first sign of the Hour? 
What is the first food which the people of Paradise will eat? Why is a 
child similar to his father or mother?” The Prophet (2) replied, 
“Jibreel has just told me the answers.” Ibn Salam said, “Jibreel (3) 
is the enemy of the Jews from amongst the angels.” 


The Prophet ($) said, “As for the first sign of the Hour, it will 
be a fire that will collect the people from the east to the west. As for 
the first meal which the people of Paradise will eat, it will be the 
caudate (extra) lobe of the fish liver. As for the child, if the man’s 
discharge precedes that of the woman, the child attracts the similarity 
to the man, and vice versa.” On this ‘Abdullah ibn Salam said, “I 
testify that none has that the right to be worshipped but Allah, and 
that you are the Messenger of Allah.” He added, “O’ Allah’s 
Messenger! The Jews make such lies as make one astonished, so 
please ask them about me before they know about my conversion to 
Islam.” 
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The Jews came and the Prophet (g) asked, “What kind of man 
is ‘Abdullah ibn Salam among you?” They replied, “(He is) The best 
of us and the son of the best of us, and the most superior among us, 
and the son of the most superior among us.” The Prophet (2) said, 
“What would you think if ‘Abdullah ibn Salam should embrace 
Islam?” They said, “May Allah protect him from that.” The Prophet 
(£) repeated his question and they gave the same answer, then 
‘Abdullah came out to them and said, “I testify that none has the right 
to be worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah.” On this, the Jews said, “He is the most wicked among us and 
the son of the most wicked among us.” So they degraded him. On 
this Ibn Salam said, “It is this, that I was afraid of, O’ Allah’s 
Messenger!” (Saheeh Bukhari vol. 5, hadith no. 275) 


Another example was narrated by Thawban, the Prophet’s 
servant. He said that he was standing near the Prophet (¢) when a 
Jewish rabbi came and said, “Peace upon you, O°’ Muhammad.” 
Thawban pushed him so violently that he was about to fall down, and 
he asked him, “Why did you push me?” Thawban asked him, “Why 
did you not say ‘O’ Allah’s Messenger’?”’ The Jew said, “But I used 
the name given to him by his parents.” The Prophet (£) said, “The 
name given to me by my parents is Muhammad.” The Jew said, “I 
want to ask you some questions.” The Prophet () told him, “What I 
am going to say will be of benefit to you.” The Jew said he would 
listen. The Prophet (3) said, “Then ask what you want.” 


The Jew then asked him, “Where will the people be on the Day 
when the earth will be changed to another earth and heavens to other 
heavens?” The Prophet (#¢) said, “In the darkness below the 
bridge.” The Jew asked, “And who will be the first to pass?” The 
Prophet (32) said, “The poor from among the Muhdjiroon (those who 
migrated from Makkah to Madeenah).” The Jew asked, “What will 
be the first food they will eat?” The Prophet (3%) answered, “The 
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extra lobe of the fish liver.” He asked, “And what will be their 
following meal?” The Prophet (:¢) replied, “The ox of Paradise that 
gazes in it will be slaughtered for them.” He asked, “What will be 
their drink?” The Prophet (3) replied, “From a spring in Paradise 
called Salsabeel.’’ The Jew said, “What you have said is true.” 


The Jew continued his questions. “I want to ask you about a 
matter that is known only to a Prophet (4): the resemblance of the 
child.” The Prophet (£) replied, “The man’s discharge is of white 
colour and that of the woman is of yellow colour. The two discharges 
meet together, and if the colour of the man’s discharge is dominant, 
the child will be a male, and if the colour of the woman’s discharge is 
dominant, the child will be a female.” The Jew said, “You are 
truthful, and you are a Prophet.” He then left. The Prophet (#¢) said 
(to those around him), “When he started asking his questions I knew 
nothing about the answers, but Allah (4) revealed them to 
me.” (Saheeh Muslim) 


3.1 The martyrdom of ‘Umar and ‘Uthman 


It was narrated that the Prophet (#¢), Abu Bakr (s&s), “Umar 
(4&5) and ‘Uthman ($) ascended one day on the Mount of Uhud 
and it started shaking. The Prophet (38%) hit the Mount with his foot 
and said, “Calm down! On you are a Prophet, a highly truthful man 
and two martyrs.” He also told the people that the first member of his 
family who would die after him would be his daughter Fatimah who 
died six months after the Prophet’s death. (Bukhari) 


3.2. Prediction about the leadership of al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali 
and his reconciliation of two factions in Islam 


Abul Hasan said that he heard Abu Bakrah say, “I saw the 
Prophet (34) on the pulpit and al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali at his side. From 
time to time the Prophet (#¢) looked to al-Hasan and said, ‘This son 
of mine (his daughter’s son) is a chief and maybe Allah will make 
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him reconcile two great Muslim groups.’ That. is exactly what 
happened.” (Bukhari) 


3.3. A liar from Thaqeef 


Asma’, the daughter of Abu Bakr (5), said that she spoke to 
al-Hajjaj ibn Yousuf. “Allah’s Messenger (#¢) has told us that there 
will be a liar and a destroyer in Thageef. The liar, we have already 
seen, but as for the destroyer I think it is you and nobody else.” 


(Muslim) 


There is no doubt that the realisation of such prophecies as 
they were told by the Prophet (#¢) is clear evidence that he is a 
Prophet helped with Revelation. There are also reports of other verbal 
miracles when Allah (4%) answered his invocations in general 
matters for the good of Muslims. 


3.4. Invoking Allah for rain 


Anas (<4) narrated that while the Prophet (#%) was delivering 
the sermon of Friday prayer, a man came into the Mosque, faced the 
Prophet and said, “O’ Allah’s Messenger! The animals have perished 
and the people have suffered! Please, may you invoke Allah for 
rain!” The Prophet (38) raised his hands and said (three times), “O” 
Great God! Send us rain.” Anas (24, ) added, “By Allah, the sky was 
as clear as glass, but the moment the Prophet (#¢) finished his 
invocation it was filled with huge clouds like mountains and before 
the Prophet (£) left the minbar rain started running down his face.” 


The next Friday at the time of sermon, a man came into the 
Mosque, faced the Prophet (#¢) and said, “O’ Allah’s Messenger! 
The animals have perished and the properties were destroyed, please 
may you invoke Allah to hold the rain.” The Prophet (4) raised his 
hand and said, “O’ Great God! Make it rain in our surroundings on 
the land and valleys and not directly on us.” Each time he pointed 
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into a direction, the clouds moved away until the sky above 
Madeenah became clear. (Bukhari, the Book of Friday) 


4. Special invocations 


4.1. Ibn ‘Abbas 


Ibn ‘Abbas (2) narrated that the Prophet (3%) went out to 
relieve himself and he prepared water for him for ablution. When he 
(£) came back, he said, “O’ Great Lord! Please make him a scholar 
in religion.” This invocation was answered and Ibn ‘Abbas became a 
very famous scholar known as the interpreter of Qur’an. 


4.2. The mother of Abu Hurayrah 


Abu Hurayrah (2) said, “Every believer on this earth loves 
me.” He was asked, “O’ Abu Hurayrah! How do you know that?” 
He replied, “I was inviting my mother to Islam and she used to refuse. 
I invited her one day and she said evil words about the Prophet (£). I 
came to the Prophet and told him my story and then requested him to 
invoke Allah to guide my mother to the Right Path. The Prophet (3) 
said, ‘O’ Great God! Guide the mother of Abu Hurayrah to the Right 
Path.’ I went back home to tell my mother the good news, but when I 
came home the door was locked. I tried to push the door, but my 
mother who was inside taking a bath and told me to wait. Then she 
opened the door and the moment I entered into the house she said, ‘I 
testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and that 
Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger.’ I returned to the Prophet (2) 
weeping with happiness, whereas I used to weep with sorrow for her 
sake. I said to him, ‘O’ Allah’s Messenger! Allah has answered your 
invocation. He has guided Abu Hurayrah’s mother and she embraced 
Islam. Please invoke Allah to make me and my mother loved by the 
believers and to make the believers endeared by us.’ The Prophet (3) 
said, ‘O’ Great God! Endear this slave of yours and his mother to the 
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believers and endear the believers to them.” (Muslim, the Merits of 
the Companions) 


4.3. His invocation for Anas ibn Malik 


Anas («$») narrated that Umm Sulaym (Anas’ mother) 
accompanied him to the Prophet (#¢) and said, “O’ Allah’s 
Messenger! This is my son Anas. I brought him to serve you, so 
please invoke Allah to bless him.” The Prophet (#¢) said, “O’ Great 
Lord! May You bless his property and his children.” Anas (4, ) said, 
“By Allah I have a good property, and my children and grandchildren 
are more than a hundred.” (Muslim, the Merits of the Companions) 


The Third Theme: 
The Prophesied Glad Tidings 


OAD “ i Ae ot fe ArT 4 Td ac Ae 

CSG 45,32 cl MAT BB SAO OAA Sal} 
[yov leI] JA 205i G pads 
d...The Prophet who can neither read nor write [i.e. 
Muhammad] whom they find written with them in the 
Tawrât [Torah] and the Injeel [Gospel]... (Qur'an 7:157) 


The prophecies (glad tidings) are the predictions and 
information given by the former Prophets and Messengers in their 
Books about the advent of the Prophet Muhammad (3). These 
prophecies only have value as evidence of Muhammad’s 
prophethood to the Jews and Christians because other people do 
not believe in the Books containing that information. However, these 
glad tidings are important for several reasons. First of all, they are 
necessary to refute the allegation of the people of the scripture that 
the Bible did not give prophecies about Muhammad (2). Secondly, 
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the Prophet (£) has used them as evidence and the Qur’an states that 
they were mentioned in the Holy Bible. Allah (4%) says: 


wet het bee ae tae 2, 4 re ee ae 
hile a a Ta oh go A sue SM Sb 


[1 : Caves] 


A Pa a s g 4 
S Os Sh oh (es ail & & 


And [remember] when ‘Eesa [Jesus], son of Maryam 
[Mary], said, “O’ Children of Israel! I am the Messenger of 
Allah unto you, confirming the Zawrdt [(Torah) which 
came] before me, and giving glad tidings of a Messenger to 
come after me, whose name shall be Ahmad 


[Muhammad]...} (Qur'an 61:6) 
CSG 45,32 sý NT coal I LDAA iss 
[\oOV :ilp6NI] $j gafi rOl] 3 pars 


{Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can 
neither read nor write [i.e. Muhammad] whom they find 
written with them in the Zawrat [Torah] and the Jnjeel 
[Gospel]...} (Qur’an 7:157) 


The Qur’an also states that the people of the scripture know the 
Prophet Muhammad (3) very well because of his signs and allusions 
made about him in their Books. Allah (4) says: 


af arats A of 44 7 or r a oe 
[ver sca] EA Ges OS 2 Cis 5i GM} 


Those to whom We gave the Scripture [Jews and 
Christians] recognise him [Muhammad or the Ka‘bah at 
Makkah] as they recognise their sons... (Qur'an 2:146) 


The glad tidings of the illiterate Prophet in the former Books 
are also important because they are evidence of the knowledge of the 
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unseen which Allah (a) revealed only to His chosen Prophets. In 
addition, they constitute an obligation for the Jews and Christians to 
believe in the Prophet because the Prophets that had preceded him 
knew the sign of Muhammad’s prophethood and informed their 
followers about his arrival. 


Given the importance of this issue, the efforts of the Muslim 
theologians were united in searching for these prophecies in the Holy 
Bible in order to determine their places and to see the extent to which 
they are applicable to the Prophet Muhammad (#). Books and theses 
have been compiled in this field in such big numbers that they 
represent a rich topic for research and study. There are several books 
written exclusively about this issue; The State and Religion to Prove 
the Prophethood of Muhammad (3%) by ‘Ali ibn Raban at-Tabari, 
Proving the Prophethood by Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn al-Hussayn, 
Muhammad in the Bible by ‘Abdul-Ahad Dawood, and Muhammad 
(88) in the Torah, Gospel and Qur’an by Ibraheem Khaleel Ahmad. 
Every book that addressed the issue of the evidence of prophethood 
has studied the predictions to show how they conform to the Prophet 
Muhammad (3). In addition, those who wrote about the comparison 
of religions mentioned examples of the most famous predictions that 
they had chosen for research and study. In the books written to 
answer the Jews and Christians, the theme of glad tiding is one of the 
most essential topics. It is one of the reasons of disagreement 
between Islam on one side and Judaism and Christianity on the other 
side. They are also one of the proofs of the prophethood of 
Muhammad (3). 


There is a criticism against these predictions that states that the 
Muslims have made their interpretation and their translation of the 
texts of the Holy Bible to suit Muhammad (388) or that they cited texts 
that are not in the Bible. This invective is just a groundless accusation 
which is not based on a careful study of these prophecies discovered 
by the Muslim scholars and verified as confirmed evidence. 


200 Muhammad 5 Prophethood, Reality or Myth 


There are certain points that should be taken into account 
while considering this issue. To begin with we have not received all 
that was told by the former Prophets, and this is known with certainty 
from our knowledge about the way in which the Holy Bible was 
collected transmitted and translated. A relevant point is also that 
copies and translations of the Holy Bible in our time are not unified 
nor had they been so at the time when the Muslim scholars 
discovered the prophecies. Therefore, it is not a surprise if ‘Ali ibn 
Raban at-Tabari discovered some texts in which the name of the 
Prophet Muhammad (38%) is explicitly mentioned. For instance, he 
found these prophecies in the gospel of David: “Verily, our Lord is 
Praiseworthy, and in the village of our God and in His Mount, He is 
most Holy and Praiseworthy (Muhammad).” In addition, there is the 
one taken from Isaiah, “Oh islands and nations listen and understand! 
The Lord praised me from far and mentioned my name while I was 
still in the womb. He made my tongue like a sharp sword. When I 
was in the womb, He protected me with the shadow of His Right 
Hand and made me in His Quiver like the chosen arrow. He chose me 
for His secrets and said to me, ‘You are my slave.’ My acts and 
judgements before the Lord are truthful, and my deeds are shown to 
my Lord. I became praiseworthy (Muhammad) with the Lord, and in 
my Lord, are my power and my strength.” (The name Muhammad 
means “praiseworthy” in Arabic). 


It is also not a surprise that al-Fadhil Haydar ‘Ali al-Qurashi 
mentioned in his book in Urdu, Summary of the Muslims’ Sword, the 
name Muhammad in a prophecy from the Holy Bible froin Isaiah and 
it says: “Glorify Allah (ağ) a new glorification, the seal of his 
authority is on his back and his name is Ahmad (another name for 
Muhammad).”’ This was translated by the Armenian priest Oskan to 
the Armenian language and was published by Antoni Portolli press in 
1733, book 42. 
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The next point to take into consideration is that the differences 
in the various copies and translations of the Holy Bible also led to a 
difference between the Muslim scholars about whether the Prophet 
Muhammad (38%) is mentioned in the Bible with his name or with his 
qualities and characteristics. This difference is perhaps one of the 
bases used by the originators of this next criticism. A group of 
Muslim scholars says that the predictions mentioning the Prophet 
(£) in the Bible do not mention his name in an explicit manner. 
Furthermore, since they are in the form of signs and symbols, then 
they are subject to interpretation. Any text that is subject to 
interpretation can easily be made an ambiguous text. A second group 
says that the glad tidings of Muhammad (£) in the Bible mentioned 
his qualities, town, nation, law and his name in an explicit way. 


Since they are implicit and not explicit, then deciphering these 
signs requires interpretation. This is normally the point of difference 
particularly when the objectives and religions are different. For this 
reason Qadi ‘Abdul Jabbar considers the predictions as a weak 
evidence of prophethood. He says, “The glad tidings of Muhammad 
(342) in the Bible is what we have known from the Qur’an. There are 
many words about a great Prophet (3%) yet to come mentioned in the 
Torah. However that is not the only evidence of the prophethood of 
Muhammad (3%), and if the people of the scripture argued with us 
about what we claim as regards these words and their meanings, we 
will have no reliable reference. The reason is that for us this 
interpretation has not proved to be authentic and therefore we cannot 
use as a proof in our argument.” He added, “The theologians have 
compiled books exclusively for this topic. They have mentioned the 
texts in the Holy Books containing the glad tidings and signs. If you 
look for that, you will find it otherwise and what you already have 
will suffice you.” 


Other theologians have followed the same method. Al-Ayji for 
instance said, “The third way is information by the former Prophets 
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about his prophethood in the Torah and the Gospel.” If it is said that 
“you allege that there is a detailed description that says in a certain 
year and in a certain town a Prophet will appear whose qualities are 
so and so; then this is false because there is no such specification 
neither in the Torah nor in the Gospel. As for the information in 
general, that is not an evidence of a Prophet, but a perfect person or 
someone still to come”. Then the reply is, “The most important 
element is the miracle and those other aspects are complementary.” 


The name “Ahmad” or “Muhammad” had not been given to 
any one before and was reserved in a miraculous manner for Allah’s 
most famous Messenger to avoid any possible confusion. Allah (4) 
has protected that name which was later joined to His in the 
testimony of faith and in the call for prayer repeated five times a day. 
The Jews and the Christians were expecting a Prophet based on the 
predictions that they found in their Books. Muhammad claimed 
prophethood and showed evidence of truthfulness, so there should be 
no objection to his being the one that was explicitly or implicitly 
mentioned in their Books. 


In conclusion, the former Prophets have been given glad 
tidings of the Prophet Muhammad (3%) in many places in their 
Books. They are classified in different ways and one example of will 
be given of each. 


1. The name of the Prophet 


The name of the Prophet was indicated by the use of the word 
Parqaleeta that is mentioned in four places in the Gospel of John. 
Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray 
to the father and He shall give you another Paragleeta that he may 
abide with you forever. The spirit of the truth and the universe cannot 
receive him, because they do not see him nor recognise him, but you 
know that he will abide with you and be among you.” (John 14:15, 


Muhammad s Prophethood, Reality or Myth 203 


16) In another verse, Jesus said, “But the Paragleeta, the Holy Spirit 
that the father will send in my name, will teach you everything and 
will remind you of all that I have said to you.” (John 14:26, 27) Jesus 
also said, “And when the Paragleeta comes that I send to you from 
the father, the spirit of the truth which proceeds from the father, he 
shall testify for me. And you also shall bear witness because you have 
been with me from the beginning.” (John 15:26, 27) In the last verse 
found in John, Jesus said, “It is better for you that I go; for if I do not 
go away, Paragleeta will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you. And when he comes, he will reprove the world of 
sin, and approve righteousness and judgement. When he, the spirit of 
the truth, has come, he will guide you to the whole truth: for he shall 
not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that he speaks; 
and he will show you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he shall 
receive of mine, and he shall show it unto you.” (John 16:7-14) 


Paragleeta is a form of the Greek word Parakletos which 
means “the most glorified”, “the most famous,” or “the one who is 
praiseworthy”. That is the word for a quality of a prophet that was to 
come after Jesus and about whom he spoke. These qualities conform 
to the Prophet of Islam, and the meaning of that word is the same as 
that of the word Ahmad in Arabic. According to the modern Catholic 
translation, the word Paragleeta was translated to advocator and 
consoler in the translation of the Protestants published by William 
Wattson in London, 1857. The Christian fathers, who issued a 
modern translation of the New Testament in 1989, commented on the 
text of John. They said, “In the Greek language Parakletos is derived 
from the legal language. It means the one called to defend an accused 
person. Therefore, the meaning is ‘advocate’, ‘helper’, and 
‘defender’. Therefore accordingly many other synonymous words 
appeared such as consoler and intercessor.” 


The Priest ‘Abdul Ahad Dawood, an expert in Greek language, 
rejects this translation and accused it of being altered. According to 
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him the word cannot mean consoler, advocate, mediator, supporter or 
the one called for help because the verb used for that Parakaloo 
means to call, to invite, to console, and to request. The noun form is 
Paracalon and not Pracletos. Furthermore the equivalent of the word 
advocate in Greek is Sanegorus and that of mediator or intercessor is 
Meditea. However, the misinterpretation of the word does not mean 
that it does not conform to the Prophet Muhammad (2) nor it does 
the addition of the terms “Holy Spirit or the spirit of the truth”. 


Rahmatullah says that there are thirteen points proving that the 
Paragleeta is a Prophet that was predicted to come after Jesus: 


1. Jesus said, “If you love me, keep your commandments.” He then 
said that Paragleeta was the Prophet to come and he feared that his 
followers might not believe in him. So it is unreasonable to say that 
he was talking about the Holy Spirit because they (were very familiar 
with it) knew that very well. Furthermore, the Holy Spirit descends 
into the heart and there is no way to deny it. 


2. The spirit is absolutely united with the father and with the son 
because of the unity of the divinity (according to them). Therefore it 
is not possible to say of it “another Paraqleeta’’, but it is possible to 
use the phrase for a Prophet. 


3. Power of attorney and intercession are of the qualities of the 
Prophets and not of those of the Holy Spirit that is united with Allah 
(az) (according to them). 


4. Jesus said, “He will remind you of what I have said to you.” It has 
not been proven from the New Testament that the scribes had 
forgotten what Jesus (peace be upon Him) had said to them and that 
the spirit descending on the fiftieth day reminded them. 


5. Jesus was telling the scribes about an event that was still to come. 
He said, “I am telling you about that matter before it takes place, so 
that you believe in it when it comes.” (John14:29) 
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6. Jesus said about the Paragleeta that “he shall testify for me”. The 
spirit did not testify for him before anyone because his scribes were 
in no need for such testimonial since they knew Jesus very well. 
Neither did the spirit testify for him before the disbelievers. 
Muhammad (£), on the contrary, testified for Jesus and believed in 
him. He also declared him innocent of alleging godhood and declared 
his mother (Mary) innocent of the accusation of adultery by the Jews. 


7. Jesus said, “And you also shall bear witness”. This is explicit 
evidence that the witness of Paragleeta was not the same as that of 
the scribes, whereas the witness of the spirit was not different from 
that of the scribes. 


8. Jesus associated the advent of Paraqgleeta with his departure and it 
is known that the spirit descended to them in Jesus’ presence when he 
sent them to the towns of Israel. Therefore, the descent of the spirit 
was not dependent on Jesus’ departure whereas the advent of 
Muhammad (#¢) was associated with Jesus’ departure. 


9. Jesus confirmed that one of the Paragleetas teachings is that “he 
will reprimand the world of sin” and there is no one who accused the 
people of the world of sin more than Muhammad (38) did. He warned 
all mankind and scolded them because of sin; particularly the Arab 
pagans, Indian and Turkish polytheists, the Magus, and the people of 
the scripture (Christians and Jews). 


10. Jesus justified the reprimand. He said, “As for the sin, it is 
because they do not believe in me.” However, it is known that the 
disciples believed in Jesus, therefore they needed no reproof. 
Furthermore, the spirit did not appear to anyone to scold him and that 
should be a Prophet who would come to the people and reprimand 
them. 


11. Jesus said, “I have yet many things to say unto you, but you 
cannot bear them now. Then when he comes, the spirit of the truth, he 
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will guide you to the whole truth?” It is known that the Holy Spirit 
still has not descended on them with the obligations and laws that 
they could not bear. However after Jesus departed, they did reject the 
law of Saturday, the prohibition of pig meat and most of the rules of 
the Torah. So Paragleeta meant a Prophet whose law (Shari‘ah) 
would have new rules in addition to those of the Torah and that would 
make it unbearable for those of weak faith. 


12. The Paraqleeta would not speak by himself, but he would speak 
of that which he would hear. That was not the case of the spirit which 
was united with Allah, but it was the case of Muhammad (%) about 
whom Allah (4%) says: 


(ir dll CQ HWS OEM g de wp 
Nor does he speak of [his own] desire. It is only a 


Revelation revealed.) (Qur’an 53:3-4) 


He said about himself: 


[oe pku 64, FECT AT d 
d... I but follow only what is revealed to me...) 
(Qur'an 6:50) 


13. Jesus said, “Because he takes from what is mine.” This is not 
possible about the Holy Spirit who is considered a perfect and ancient 
god (according to them). However, it can be said about a Prophet 
from mankind. 


It can be added to these points that some Christians alleged 
that they were the Paragleeta promised in the Gospel of John and 
that many people have followed them. A great Prophetic movement 
was established known as Montanosism taken from the name of 
Montanos who alleged that he was Paraqleeta and called the people 
to follow him. It is interesting to note that at that time nobody 
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objected by saying that Paragleeta was the Holy Ghost and not a 
human prophet. 


2. The qualities of the Prophet (3) 


There are more prophecies in the Book of Isaiah. One verse 
reads, “This is My slave that I support, and My choice about whom I 
am satisfied. I made My spirit on him and he makes My Justice 
manifest to the nations. He neither shouts nor raises his voice and his 
voice is not heard in the streets. He propagates the truth with honesty 
and will not forsake it until it prevails on earth and for his Shari‘ah 
(laws) the lands are waiting.” Ibn al-Qayyim commented on this 
verse and said, “Who else does this description suit but Muhammad 
ibn ‘Abdullah. If all mankind on earth gathered together, they would 
not be able to mention another Prophet who had all these qualities; 
qualities which will remain in our Prophet’s nation until the Day of 
Resurrection.” He then begins to justify and show how this verse is 
consistent with the Prophet Muhammad (3). First he points out that 
the reference to “my slave” in the verse matches Allah’s address to 
Muhammad (38%) in the Qur’an: 


oo 3 Gd 


4O OS Call OSS are ob SA G ol HOS 
\ cob Za] 
Blessed is He Who sent down the criterion [of right and 
wrong, i.e. this Qur’an] to His slave [Muhammad], that he 


may be a Warner to the ‘Alameen [mankind and jinn]. 
(Qur’an 25:1) 
deal Jy ssi a So) í code Eal csi R 


[\ tele] GUN 
4Glorified [and Exalted] is He [Allah] [Above all that (evil) 
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they associate with Him] Who took His slave [Muhammad] 
for a journey by night from al-Masjid al-Hardm [at 
Makkah] to al-Masjid al-Aqsd [in Jerusalem]...} 

(Qur’an 17:1) 


The verse states that he is the “chosen” and that also conforms 
to the Prophet’s saying: “Allah has chosen the Kina‘nah from the 
children of Ishmael, and the Quraysh from Kina‘nah, and then the 
Bani Hashim from Quraysh, and has chosen me from Bani Hashim.” 
The claim that he does not shout or laugh loudly corresponds with 
what ‘A’ishah said about Muhammad (3): “Allah’s Messenger was 
never seen laughing loudly, he only smiled.” 


The verse also states, “I made My spirit on him.” These words 
reflect what Allah (4) says about Muhammad (38): 


€And thus We have sent to you [O° Muhammad] Rooh [a 
Revelation, and a Mercy] of Our Command...) 
(Qur'an 42:52) 


In addition, the Prophet is the only one that can claim that the 
description, “he makes My Justice manifest to the nations” and prove 
that it corresponds to him. Allah (4) says to Muhammad (28): 


eile Ms faa GG a) ess acl; a EGS Ye 
[VO 3G) pel] CXS IN bls hee on Ó T 


€So unto this [religion of Islam alone and this Qur’an] then 
invite [people] [O’ Muhammad], and stand firm [on Islamic 
Monotheism by performing all that is ordained by Allah 
[good deeds], and by abstaining from all that is forbidden by 
Allah [sins and evil deeds], as you are commanded, and 
follow not their desires but say: “I believe in whatsoever 
Allah has sent down of the Book [all the holy Books, — this 
Qur’an and the Books of the old from the Tawrât (Torah), or 
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the Injeel (Gospel) or the Pages of Ibraheem (Abraham)] 
and I am commanded to do justice amongst you...) 
(Qur’an 42:15) 


Finally, the statement “he propagates truths with honesty” 
conforms to what Allah (4) says in the Qur’an: 


- Gx E 4s 7 z B of x L 77 
[et ol VII sA Ct es eh, ait J) el 


€O’ Prophet [Muhammad]! Verily, We have sent you as a 
witness, and a bearer of glad tidings, and a Warner. And as 
one who invites to Allah [Islamic Monotheism, 1.e. to 
worship none but Allah (Alone)] by His Leave, and as a 
lamp spreading light [through your instructions from the 
Qur’an and the Sunnah — the legal ways of the Prophet]. 

(Qur'an 33:45-46) 


3. The place of revelation of the Prophet (%4) 


“The Lord (Lord) came from Sinai, shone from Saʻir and 
glared from Faran.” (Deuteronomy 33:2) 


Faran is Makkah. This is known because the Torah says about 
Ishmael: “Allah has been with the lad while he grew up and settled in 
the wilderness. He was a bowman who settled in the wilderness of 
Faran and then took a wife from Egypt.” (Genesis 21:20, 21) ‘Ali ibn 
Rabân at-Tabari believes that “Lord” here means the Prophet (2%) 
who came out of Faran. The Arabs used the word Rabb (Lord) to 
refer to Allah but it also can mean “man” in a phrase like “the Lord of 
the house.” As-Samaw’al says almost the same thing. He states, 
“Making reference to these places, which were the locations of 
Prophets, require the sensible people to look for a sound and reliable 
interpretation.” Those who studied the prophecies and commented 
on them interpreted that “Allah has sent down the Torah in Sinai, the 
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Gospel in Sa‘ir and the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammad (4%) in the 
wilderness of Faran (Makkah)’’. 


Ibn Taymiyah said that the revelation of the Torah was like the 
dawn; the Gospel was like the shining of the sun and the Qur’an was 
like a clear sun in the middle of the sky. That is why the Prophet 
Muhammad (£) is called “a lamp spreading the light” imperiously 
needed by mankind. He also associated this prophecy with what 
Allah (4%) mentioned in the Qur’an; “by the fig and olive, by Mount 
Sinai, by this city of security...” (Soorah at-Teen 1-3) Allah (4) 
swears by the fig and olive referring to the land where they grow 
(Sham) and where the Gospel was revealed. Then He swears by 
Mount Sinai; the Mount where Allah spoke directly to Moses (3), 
and He (a) swears by the secured city Makkah where Abraham 
settled his son Ishmael and his mother. Ibn Taymiyah also said that 
the order in which these places are mentioned is a chronological one 
in the Torah, whereas it is an order of preference in the Qur’an. 


It can also be said that the prediction of a coming revelation in 
Sa‘ir is not restricted only to Jesus because most of the Prophets sent 
to the Children of Israel came from Palestine. This was mentioned in 
the Old Testament and the Qur’an and the contemporaries of Jesus 
came from there like Zachariya and John. Similarly, Palestine was 
not restricted to the revelation of the Gospel alone since the Psalms of 
David were revealed there too. 


4. The advent of the Prophet 


The Lord says to Moses, “I will make them a Prophet from 
among their brothers, like you, and I will make my speech in his 
mouth. He says to them all that I command him. Any man who does 
not follow the speech he says in My Name will be punished.” 
(Deuteronomy 18:18, 19) This prophecy is consistent with the 
Prophet Muhammad (2¢) for several reasons. 
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1. It states that the expected Prophet is from the brethren of the 
Children of Israel, and Muhammad (3%) is the only one who falls 
under this condition. 


2. The expected Prophet is like Moses (9) and the similarity 
between Moses (3%) and Muhammad (g) are many. 


— Their nations were similar. The Children of Israel used to be 
scattered in Egypt and subjected by its kings. Moses gathered 
them and they became a nation who managed to establish a 
kingdom. This is similar to the case of Arabs before Islam. They 
used to be different tribes fighting each other. Islam united them 
and they dominated the world. 


— Their personalities were the same. They were both leaders who 
were obeyed by their followers and both were called Allah’s 
slave. 


— Their laws were comparable. Both systems included civil 
policies, required purity for worship, and taught major ritual 
washing in the event of major ritual impurity such as woman’s 
menses and childbirth. They also embrace the banning of pork 
meat, sacrifices to idols, eating dead animals and blood. They 
both command punishment for adultery, and both call for holy 
war (Jihad). 


3. The disbeliever in this Prophet will be punished. There is no 
known punishment for someone who disbelieved in a Prophet after 
Moses (3%) except the disbelievers in Muhammad (£), particularly 
the followers of Moses; e.g. Banu Quraythah, Banu an-Nadeer, and 
the people of Fadak and Khaybar. 


The Jews and Christians reject this as a prophecy for 
Muhammad (38); the Jews apply it to Joshua and the Christians apply 
it to Jesus. However this can be proved false based on the following 
points: 
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— Both Joshua and Jesus were from the Children of Israel and not 
from their brethren. The Torah states that there was no Prophet 
after Moses like him from the Children of Israel. 


— Neither one of them was similar to Moses. In regards to Joshua it 
is important to point out that he was not a Prophet, he had no 
general law but was subject to the rules of the law of Moses, and 
he was a contemporary of Moses whereas the prediction was for 
someone to come after Moses. As far as Jesus was concerned, 
they were not similar because Moses was not considered a god 
by his followers, but a slave. According to the Christian faith 
Jesus was killed and crucified as a saviour and Moses was not. 
Also he was cursed after his death, and Moses was not. Jesus 
went to Hell after his death to save the tormented and he was 
born of a mother without a father and had neither a wife nor 
children. Moses had a mother and father as well as a wife and 
children. Jesus’ Shari‘ah (law) does not include ordained 
punishments, rules of major ablution, purity, prohibited foods 
and drinks like that of Moses. Jesus was not an obeyed leader of 
his people like Moses was. 


Finally, there is prediction concerning the description of the 
nation of Muhammad (£) in Isaiah, Book 42: “I tell you of the news 
to come. Chant a new song for the Lord, a glorification from the 
remotest parts of earth. Oh, explorers of the seas and what is in them! 
O’ islands and their inhabitants! The wilderness and its towns and the 
pens inhabited by Qaydar should raise their voices. The people of the 
rock should cry from the tops of the mounts to glorify the Lord and 
tell about his praises in the islands.” 


Qaydar is a Semitic name meaning “the capable” or “the 
black”. It is a name given to Ishmael’s second born who was the 
ancestor to the most famous Arab tribe and from his name their 
country was called the Land of Qaydar. Ibn al-Qayyim therefore asks 
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the following questions. “Who are the dwellers of the wilderness, 
other than the nation of Muhammad (4%)? Who is Qaydar other than 
the son of Ishmael, the Prophet’s grandfather? Who were the 
inhabitants of the caves and tops of the mounts, but the Arabs? And 
who is the one whose fame has remained forever?” 


Rahmatullah explained this prophecy and showed how it is 
consistent with the nation of the Prophet Muhammad (3%). He said, 
“The new glorification is the new method, Muhammad’s Shari‘ah 
(law), and crying from the top of mounts refers to the special rituals 
performed during Hajj when millions of people shout, ‘Here I am, oh 
my Great God, answering your call.’ It is a well known fact that the 
earth (land, sea and islands) has never been filled with glorification 
and praises until after the advent of Muhammad (#¢). The whole 
earth was purified for his prayers and a mosque for him. Now the 
Muslims perform prayer five times a day all over the world. 


The Fourth Theme: 
The Prophet’s Conduct and Morals 


The evidence of prophethood in Islam stands alone in this 
theme. Never before the advent of Muhammad was moral perfection 
used as evidence of prophethood. There are various reasons for that 
moral perfection that can be considered as proof. First of all, it is the 
Holy Qur’an which praises the Prophet’s morals. Allah (4%) says: 


Ce: pl 4O pe gt MS Ly 
€And Verily, you [O° Muhammad] are on an exalted 
[standard of] character.) (Qur'an 68:4) 


The Prophet’s good morals and conduct made his Companions 
gather around him. Allah (4) says: 
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d... And had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would 
have broken away from about you...) (Qur’an 3:159) 


Also, the perfect character is in itself a miracle, and many 
people may try hard to achieve it but can not. The perfect morals 
require truthfulness which in turn obliges one to accept whatever is 
said. Since the most important element in prophethood is informing 
and accepting what is given, then perfect character is evidence of 
someone being a Messenger. 


In addition, the confirmation of the Prophet’s perfect morals 
and conduct answers the criticisms of his accusers that he had bad 
morals that made him unqualified to have the honour of 
Prophethood. The Prophet’s moral perfection was the strongest 
evidence that obliged many people to believe in Muhammad (38), 
even before they witnessed a tangible miracle. Examples are 
Khadeejah (the Prophet’s first wife), Abu Bakr, ‘Ali and others (may 
Allah be pleased with them all). 


1. The perfection of qualities 


The Prophet (3%) had a smiling face that made him loveable to 
the people who submitted to him and followed him. He was also 
wise, discerning, and patient. Severe trials used to make him stronger. 
He had no interest in the worldly pleasures. He was the example of 
modesty. He was kind to all, and he used to walk in the markets and 
sit on the ground. He could only be distinguished from his 
Companions by his shyness and silence. 


One of the Prophet’s most honourable attributes was his 
extreme tolerance. The Arabs showed him hatred and animosity but 
that made him even kinder and more merciful. He never showed 
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wrath or took vengeance unless it was for Allah’s sake. He fulfilled 
the promise and kept the covenant. 


2. The virtues of the Prophet’s speech 
1. He had tremendous wisdom and such comprehensive knowledge 
that it surprised his contemporaries. 


2. He had the strong ability to learn by heart and never forgot one 
single part of his Message. 


3. He explained his laws and teachings with very clear proofs. 


4. He impelled his people to have virtues and good conduct, and 
forbade jealousy, hatred and all that is abominable. 


5. He gave a clear answer whenever asked and a strong proof 
whenever he argued. 


6. He kept his tongue from altering or perverting speech, and he 
became known as truthful. 


7. He expressed what he wanted in a perfect manner. 


8. He was the most eloquent person whose words were clear and 
lucid. 


3. The virtues of the Prophet’s deeds 


1. He had the best manners. 


2. He combined at the same time showing mercy (for followers) and 
instilling awe (in the opposition). 


3. His Shari‘ah (law) is a just one; moderate since it falls between 
excess and negligence. 


4. He took from this world just what is sufficient. 
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5. He explained his teachings and the rule of worship in such a clear 
manner that no law other than his is required. 


6. He combined an invitation to the religion with arguments with his 
readiness to fight the enemies until he was victorious. 


7. He was courageous when fighting and had a strong desire to rescue 
the needy and the frightened. 


8. He showed exemplary generosity. 


It is noteworthy that considering the Prophet’s conduct and 
moral as an evidence of prophethood is not limited to the believers 
from the Arabs. The most famous story in this respect is the dialogue 
between Abu Sufyan and the Roman king Heraclius. Ibn ‘Abbas 
(<) narrated this story from Abu Sufyan who told it to him 
personally. 


“T set out during the truce that had been concluded between me 
and Allah’s Messenger (38). While I was in Sham, Duhya al-Kalbi 
brought the letter of Muhammad (%£) to the governor of Basra who 
forwarded it to Heraclius. Heraclius said, ‘Is there anyone from the 
people of this man who claims to be a Prophet?’ The people replied 
that there was. So along with some other Qurayshi men I was called 
and we entered upon Heraclius and were seated in front of him. Then 
he asked, ‘Who amongst you is the nearest relative to the man who 
claims to be a Prophet?’” 


“I (Abu Sufyan) replied, ‘I am the nearest relative to him from 
amongst the group.’ So they made me sit in front of him and made 
my companions sit behind me. Then he called upon his interpreter 
and told him, ‘Tell them (Abu Sufyan’s companions) that I am going 
to ask him (Abu Sufyan) regarding that man who claims to be a 
Prophet. So if he tells me a lie, they should contradict him 
(instantly)! By Allah, had I not been afraid that my companions 
would consider me a liar, I would have told lies.” 
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“Heraclius then told to his interpreter to ask me, ‘What is his 
(that is the Prophet’s) family status amongst you?’ I said, ‘He belongs 
to a noble family from among us.’ Herclius asked, ‘has anyone from 
among you claimed the same thing?’ I said, ‘No.” Heraclius then 
asked, ‘Was any of his ancestors a king?’ I said, ‘No.’ He asked, ‘Do 
the nobles follow him or the poor people?” I said, “It is the poor who 
follow him.” He asked, “Is the number of his followers increasing or 
decreasing?’ I said, “They are increasing.’ He asked, ‘Does anyone 
renounce his religion (that is Islam) after embracing it?’ I said. ‘No.’ 
He asked, ‘Did you ever accuse him of telling lies before he began to 
say what he has said?’ I said, ‘No.’ He asked, ‘Does he ever betray?’ I 
said, ‘No, but now we are away from him in this truce and we do not 
know what he will do in it.” Abu Sufyan added, “By Allah, I was not 
able to insert in my speech a word (against him) except that.” 


“He asked, ‘Did you fight with him?’ I said, ‘Yes.’ He asked, 
‘How was your fighting with him?’ I said, “The fighting between us 
was undecided and victory was shared by him and us in turns. He 
inflicts casualties upon us and we inflict casualties upon him.” 


” ‘What does he command you to do?” I said, “He commands 
us to worship Allah alone and not to associate any other with Him. 
He orders us to leave what our fathers believed in, and he commands 
us to pray, be honest, be ascetic and good to our kin.” 


“Then Heraclius told me the following through his interpreter. 
‘I first asked you about his family status amongst you. Verily all 
Messengers come from the noblest family among their people. Then I 
asked you whether anyone had said this statement before him; and 
you denied that. Thereupon I thought, if somebody had said that 
statement before him, then I would have said that he was but a man 
copying some sayings said before him. Then I asked you whether any 
of his ancestors was a king, and you denied that. Thereupon I thought 
that if one of his forefathers had been a king, I would have said that 
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he was seeking to rule the kingdom of his forefathers. Then I asked 
whether you have ever accused him of telling lies before he said what 
he said, and your reply was in the negative. Therefore, I took for 
granted that a man who did not tell a lie about others would never tell 
a lie about Allah (4). Then I asked you regarding his followers, 
whether they were the noble or the poor among the people, and you 
said that they were only poor (who follow him). In fact, such are the 
followers of Messengers. Then I asked you whether his followers 
were increasing or decreasing. You claimed that they were 
increasing, and that is the way of true faith till it is complete. Then I 
asked you whether anyone of his followers had renounced his 
religion after embracing it being displeased with it, and you denied 
that. Such is faith when its delight enters the heart and mixes with it 
completely. Then I asked you whether he has ever betrayed anyone; 
you Claimed that he had never betrayed. Indeed, Messengers never 
betray. Then I asked you what he ordered you to do and you said that 
he ordered you to offer prayers and not to associate any other with 
Him and that he forbade you from the worship of the idol and he 
ordered you to be chaste and honest! If whatever you have said is 
true, then his kingdom will expand to what is under my feet! I had 
known that he [that is the Prophet (#¢)] was going to appear, but I 
never thought that he would be from among you. If I were certain that 
I could reach him, I would like to meet him and if I were with him I 
would wash his feet.’”’ 


“Then Heraclius asked for the letter of Allah’s Messenger (2) 
to read it.” The following letter was read. 


“In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


(This letter is) from Muhammad (38), the slave and messenger 
of Allah, to Heraclius the sovereign of Byzantine. 


Peace be upon him who follows the right path. Now then, I call 
you to embrace Islam. Embrace Islam and you will be saved (from 
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Allah’s punishment). Embrace Islam and Allah will give you a 
double reward. If you reject this, you will be responsible for the sins 
of the Arians (people of his kingdom). Allah (4%) says: €O’ people of 
the scripture [Jews and Christians]! Come to a word that is just 
between us and you, that we worship none but Allah [Alone] and not 
associate others with Him and not to take each other as Lords. If they 
renounce this, then say: We testify that we are Muslims}.” 


Abu Sufyan continued, “When he finished reading the letter, 
voices grew louder near him and there was a great hue and cry and we 
were ordered to go out.” Abu Sufyan added, “While coming out I 
said to my companions, the matter of Ibn Abu Kabshah [that is 
Muhammad (3¢)] has became so prominent that even the King of the 
Romans is afraid of him, So I continued to believe that Allah’s 
Messenger (#¢) would be victorious, till Allah made me embrace 
Islam.” 


Such were the morals of the Prophet Muhammad (£) and 
such were the testimonials of his enemies before his friends. 


Transliteration Chart 
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WH — 0 — A 


4 (as a long vowel) 


($ (as a long vowel) 


(Omitted in initial position) 


ee a 


Shaddah Double letter 
Absence of vowel 


Glossary 


AI- ‘Alameen 


Al-Fatihah 


Al-Hawariyoon 


Al-Hikmah 
Al-Ihsan 


Al-Lat and 
‘Uzza 


Al-Ma ‘roof 
Al-Muhsineen 


Al-Munkar 


Al-Mushrikeen 


Ansar 


As-Sabiroon 


At-Tayyibat 


CALS 


EAFA] 


: The Worlds: Mankind, jinn and all 


that exist. 


: Opening Soorah (chapter) of the 


Qur’an. 


: ‘Eesa’s disciples (Grammar: 


Subjective case of Hawdriyeen). 


: Lit. Wisdom; the Sunnah. 
: Perfection of faith, Beneficence. 


: Idols of the Pre-Islamic era. 


: Every deed that is good. 


: Pious, good-doers, righteous 


(Grammar: Objective case of 
Muhsinoon). 


: Every deed that is bad. 
: Polytheists, pagans (Grammar: 


Objective case of Mushrikoon). 


: Helpers of the Prophet Muhammad in 


Madeenah. 


: The patient (Grammar: Subjective 


case of Sdbireen). 


: Every thing (food and drink) that is 


good and legal. 


Auliya’ 
Aydt 


Burhans 


Dhdlimoon 


Dhikr 
Figh 
Ghayb 
Ghulool 


Hajj 


Iblees 
Imamah 
Istawa 


Jihad 
Jizyah 


Ka ‘bah 
Kâfireen 


Mihrab 


Muhdjireen 
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old i 


wl st 
Cran n 


Saints, helpers, protectors. 


: Signs, proofs, evidences, verses, 


lessons, revelations, etc. 


: Signs, evidences, miracles,. proofs. 


: Wrong-doers, oppressors (Gram- 


mar: Subjective case of Dhdlimeen. 


: Remembrance of Allah. 
: Islamic jurisprudence. 
: The unseen. 


: Taking from the booty without legal 


right. 


: Pilgrimage to Makkah in the month 


Dhul-Hijjah, one of the five pillars of 
Islam. 


: The devil, Satan. 
: Leadership. 
: Rose over. 


: Lit. Struggling; Fighting in the cause 


of Allah. 


: Tax paid by non-Muslim for living 


safely in the Islamic state. 


: The Holy House in Makkah. 


: Disbelievers (Grammar: Objective 


case of KGfiroon). 


: Place of worship inside a mosque. 


: Emigrants. 
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Mujrimeen 
Nabi 
Nawafil 


Nutfah 
Qiblah 


Qişâş 


Rooh al-Qudus 


Saheeh 


Sakinah 
Salsabeel 
Shari ‘ah 
Shaydteen 
Siddiqeen 
Sunan 


Taghoot 


Tawheed 
Ummah 
Wali 
Zakah 


: Wrongdoers, criminals. 
: Prophet. 
: Sing. Nafl, preferable Sunnah acts, 


supererogatory. 


: Mixed sexual discharge. 


: The direction of prayer (i.e. towards 


Ka‘bah). 


: Equality law for murder, punishment, 


requital. 


: Jibreel (Gabriel). 


: Authentic hadith, a book of compiled 


authentic ahâdeeth. 


: Tranquility. 

: A spring in Paradise. 

: Islamic law. 

: Devils. 

: Faithful believers. 

: Ways of the Prophet Muhammad. 

: Anything worshipped besides Allah, 


a false god. 


; : Monotheism. 
: Nation, community. 
: Protector, helper. 


: Poor-due, one of the pillars of Islam. 


